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ington-Farmingten Hills Community Center fa
° free to host as many amplifled events at the
- outdoor as

choose. o
“We would Ilke to have the Mexibility,” sald
center, boaxd president Ben Marks. “We would

4ike not to be curtalled.”
The: Farmiogton Hlils Planning Commis-
on

in 1990, planning commlssioners loosened the
restrictlons and allowed 10 amplified activl-
tes. |

For the first tlme i1 two years, the Farm- -

THE DECISION to loosen the rcins even
more was not unanimous. Commlssioncrs Paul
Bilzman, Phllip Amold and -Brenda Kandt
wanted to keep some restrictions, Commis-
sloner Jerl VanHouten didn't vote because she
missed a mafority of the public hearing.

“I think ampllfication poscs a problem,”
2ald Blizman, who dlscounted any notlon that

sion’s decision Lo allow amp
weekdays and weekends is a turnaround from
actlon taken during tho past two years.

*The commiasioners’ action lifted previous

at the outdoar
in 1989 after
about

on

, theater, which were placed
F R
noise. Though neighbors continued to complain

in 1990 sct a decibei llmlt for
the 10 outdoor activitles at 70-80. .
Amplification should either be controlled or
not permitted, satd Bilzman. He urged restric-
tlons on the number of amplifled autdoor
events, Arnold agreed and suggested restrict-
ing cventa to 30, Other commissloners dldn't
want such restrictions at al), and Blizman

Amplification approved for

thought 30 was too many.

‘The commissloners {Inally agreed to require
that all events end by 9 pm. and that the
grounds be cleared no later than 10 p.m. They
also agreed to review the centet’s permit after
a-year and that clty staff should continue
recording decibel levels of all outdoor ampll-
fled cvents.

Commissloncr Donald Millingion, who pro-
posed the terms, sald he acted on hard data
{the declbel readings) and nat on the emotions
offered by elther side In the dispute.

Center officlals also are required to comply
with the clty's cxisting nolse ordinance, The
ordinance requlres noise at the center to be
less than average street noise. The center also
is required to abide by szny new nolse ordl-
nance the cily may enact In the next year.

NOISE READINGS dominated the dl’scus-
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center

sion. The city has monitored noisc at the cen-
ter for the past year. But the readings, Includ-
ing those by Swanson Environmentat, taken at
four houses in the clty led to diffcrent in-
terpretations.

The Swanson readings showed average deci-
bel readings of 45-47 at two corners on the
center property and 56 across the street. The
readings were taken when there was no activl -
ty or amplfication at the center.

But readings taken by city staff throughout
the season showed a range of decibels, For ex-
ample, at a folklore and music concert, read-
ings taken at 7:30 p.m, were at 60-70 at the top
of the hlll. The amplifiers were then turned

wa.
At a string dulcimer concert, the readings at
the top of the hill ranged from 60-63.

Ploase turn to Pago 2

Children from Detrolt's Focu:

ardin
. Ist Church, 20887 W, 11 Mile west.
ddlebelt, . | Tiv ol

Farmingion last summer? ‘And:
Temember the Xids-abd parents:
that flocked to - the - activilles:
there? Lo el
. Some 5,883 attended the 10

grams, which cost.a- of
to’ figures

ty, which the events.
. Most popular svent by a wide
margin was the Upland Hills pett-
ing farm, which drew upwards of
1,000 and cost $9868. Next came
the String Puppet Theater, draw-’
Iog 855 and costing §965. *

. er summer events along
‘with attendance and cost: Quality
Children's Music, 711, $535; Safe-
ty City, 600, $327; magiclan; 550,
§793.3%; Fun With Plaster, 33
$1,100; Dixleland " Trio, 48!
$710.50; clowns and cariea
408, $1,085; shop aod swap, 381,
$125; story hour, 404, 44339,

EMORY LANE "—_
] From the . Sept. 27,
- 1951, Farmlington En-

. @ Item from the Around the
Block column: “More £

Township police offlcer
_ two weeks ago, announced that he
had decided to remaln with the,
Farmington police,

Hills peek

Far

By cn‘ny Hans
stalt wrlter

Members of the GIll Elementary
School community in Farmington

ape by
thelr fourth year of a student ex-
change program with a Detroit
school run by Focus:HOPE.

Since 1988, students have visited
cach others’ schools to share expe-
ricnces and focus on friendship.

“What a pasitive Introduction for

Hills are busy bullding bridges of '
b

= I

s: HOPE and GIll Elementary in

a fence at Maybury State Park

. to see a pair of plgs at a 1n'rm there. This is one of several

unily — what a necessary thing,” -

sald parent Cathy Ehlers, who Is in-
volved with the cxchange program -

for the first time thls year, and Is °

vicited about what it could mean
for the future.

“We need (o break down some
walls of dlvision," she added. “I
think thls thing could blossom into
such a community focus. A real
bridge could begln.

“This is a perfect way to connect
the two.”

Teacher Evelyn Kaplan gat the

times the kids will meet through the school year to share

thelr experiences.

Gill Elementary students build bridges
of hope with urban-suburban exchange

exchange going using a PTA teach-
er grant four years ago and she is
pleased the program has continued.
“We think It's great. We think the
world can truly be a rainbow,” said
Kaplan, who teaches second grade
this year, “It offers camaraderie,
understanding, more carlng, more
sharing, move love. 1 have never in
four ycars heard children use the
word ‘color’. *

STUDENTS FROM Gill meet
with their preschool Focus: HOPE

&
SHARON LeMIEUX/sinll photographor

friends several times cach year, [

both in Farmington Hills and in De-
troit. Just recently, the two groups”|
got together at Maybury State
Park on Eight Mile Road to enjoy a
waorking farm, a plenic and nature
walks.

“It was Just (riendly klds mect-
ing frlendly kids,” said
Ehlers."There Is no stigma, there Is
no difference.”

The Gill PTA put lts teacher
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O&E’s McClish:
feisty to the end

By Casey Hana and
Joanne Ma!
staff wrijors

1t wan the good times and the good
people Loraine McClish loved the
most — her family, {ricnds and Lhe
many people she encountered In
more than 40 years In community
Journalism.

Through years of writlng for the.

Chicago Tribune and the Detroit
Times and locally with the South-
field Sun, Southfleld News and final-
ly with the Observer & Eccentric,
she always recognlzed the [mpor-
tance of communitly, which she per-
sonallzed and considered her own.

A “natural-born liberal,” accord-
ing to her. son, Judd, she often
opened her heart and pocketbodk to
these who needed help.

"'T just think she was such an asset
to the staff, and 1 know we'll miss
her,” sald Tom Baer, Farmington
Observer editor who alsoe worked
with Loraine when he was a reparter
ang sports editor. "She was felsty
and spirited right up untll the end.”

Loraine McClish died Sunday at
Detroit Osteopathic Hospital, alier a
nearly (wo-year fight with breast
cancer, She was 6.

‘Loraine was always a
worker.’She never had
-a problem handling
anything that came her
way. She would always
say, “Icandoit.”’
y — Marion Zamotin

McClish's sister .

The mother of six and grandmoth-
er of seven grew up in Chleago
where she was the oldest in a family
of flve children. After her father
dled Ln 1940, she went right out and
got three after-schoal jobs and has
worked ever since, sald her sister,
Marion Zamotla.

LORAINE WORKED for the Ob-
server & Eccentric for nearly 21
years, first a3 a reporter and then as
an editor for the Suburban Life fea-
ture section. Zamotin sald Loraine
once told her, “I'm never going to
quit work, as long as [ can hold a
pen.”
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Lorsine McClish
1924-1891

Tax hike
defeated
in high
turnout

By Msrie Chestney
sta!t writer

One of the targest turnouts of vot-
ers in years defeated the Clarence-
ville Schoe) District’s plans to spend
$19 mllllon to {ix up its four schools.

____By more than a three-lo-one mar-

gln. voters defeated the $19 million
bond Lssue in Monday’s special clec-
tlon. .

In doing so, they said no to a tax
increase that.would have cost the av-
erage Clarenceville homeowner an
extra $150 a year.

Clarenceville officials were
stunned not only by the magnitude of
the millage deleat but by the farge
turnout of voters, some of whom
hadn't voted in years. The vote was
764-215 in a district which has 6,930
vaoters.

The district encompasses  the
northeast part of Livonia, soutlicast
corner -of Farmington Hills and
northwest corner of Redford.

DISTRICT OFFICIALS also were
surprised by a last-minute campaign
against the millage in which “vote
no” fliers were left in mailboxes
over the weekend.

Before last weekend, there had
been no organized campaign against
1he millage.

The {liers. coupled wilh recession-
ary times and a district which al-
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