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Furnishings: Romance with tradition unwavering

By Helen Dians Vincent
speocial writer

HERE ARE certain habits
of the heart that cannot be
broken, and America’s love
afiair with traditionnl

home furnishings is one of them.

Early American colonists rejected
rule by Britain, but not its
Chippendale and Queen Anne
highboys, chintzes and other
furnishings that embodied n quiet
dignity and gentility.

retrosf
Continental and more exotic designs
from around the world.

Today, those Americans who
continue that love ufiair are able to
locate, through decorators or
retodlers, o wide range of fincly
executed, historically authentic
reproductions and adnptations, And
they don't hove to rely on antiques
and imports since some of the best
home furnishings are made in the
USA.

Morcaver, the push toword high
quality and authenticity is advanced
by orgonizations auch a3 the
National Trust for Historic
Preservation ns well as muscuns.
with decorative arts collections being
offered for licensing to select
manufacturers.

The Henry Fard Muscum &
Greenfield Village in Dearborn Is well
on its way to becoming & formidable

19th century dewign for the public
with its fully coordinated American
Life Collection involving 100 pieces
made by more than 10
manufacturers,

AT THE International Home
Furnishings Market in April.
Century Fueniture of Hickory, N.C.,
ane of the licensees, first displayed
its American Life furniture bascd on
aelect originals from the Henfy Ford
Museurmn.
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- A roundabout, or corner, chair from Harden Furniture. Retail price

range: $818 with customer's own fabrc {o $908. From the Marie-
Howard Showrooms in the Michigan Design Center and Stewan-

of High Point, N. C., is bringing out a
specinl quality of the deep South
with liceased adaptations lrom the
Louisiana State Muscum
Foundation.

As Ken Fonville, Bernbardt vice
president of casegoods, said:
“Craftsinen (tom Brittany ports in
Northwest France often immigrated
to New Orleant. Using native woods.
they fashioned simple and sturdy
versions of-[urnituse they
{rom the Old World,

The tine, fully i ina
setting with other licensed producta.
drew an enthusiastic response from
press and buyers alike. Locally,
Hudson's, Jacobson's nnd Classic
Interiors will carry Century’s .
Amcrican Life furniture.

Henry Ford Muscum also will have
2 permanent exhibit of the entire
collection opening in November. I
Ppublic response to the total line is
nnything like the buyers' and the
press’, we should expect to see more
picces of the collection at local retail
atores in time,

luunched, it joins the distinguished
tanks of n number of licensed
furnishings alseady on the market.

Among the oldest furniture
companies engaged in scveral
nuthentic nad licensed teproductions
i3 Buker Furniture Co. of Grand
Rupids, represented locally at the
Michigan Design Center, Hudson's
and Jucobson's.

Coloninl Williamsburg, the nldest
and largest museuns reproductions
program in the USA, has nsked
Baker to join its successful and
respected program, which now hus 53
licensees with 3.000 products.

The first Boker collection with
Colonial Willinmsburg will include 35
pieces of furniture from late batoque.
fucoco and neoclussical periods
duting from 1710 10 1810. Expect to
see specinl design detailing, such as
exquisite infays and hundreds of new
uphotstery patterns in subtle colurs,

F. SCHUMACHER & Co. stinds
tall among the many fine textile
companies that huve successfully
interpreted historic fubrics.

Perhaps it's their scholusship.
11,000 docuiment nrchives or 102-ycur
history thnt has mnde this possibie
Whatever the explanatiun,
Schumacher is aguin muking o
significnnt contribution as a §0.year
textile licensee of the Nutional Trust
with the inteoduction uf wallpapers
from Culoninl Willinmsburg. These
additions strengthen the line und
pruvides clients with u more
coordinnted look

Historic Charleston Foundution s
yet unather source for maintaining
and licensing regionul teeasures This
tine, John Jacoby, designer for
Brunchwig & Fils, has collaborated
with the Foundation und created o
beautsful Charleston Collection of
five designs inspired by the
magnificent nrehitectuzal detml and
sumptuous flotud gardens of
Churlestan -

Mcanwhile, Bernhordt Furniture

Secbon ol a Lacey-
Cthampion, hand-
tulted rug using
motils from a French
Aubusson. 100-
percent New Zealand
wool. Prces vaty .
accordng to number
ol colors and size.
fiom $47 up to $100
per square fool

England as well os France.”

The result of this collaboration is
the Bellwood Collection, which can
be seen nlong with other Bernhardt
lines at Norman Lackoff's showeoam
in the Michigun Design Center.

NOT TO be cutdone, Harden
Furniture Co., whose manufacturing
facilities are in New York Statc, has
been puesuing creation of historicnlly
uuthentic furniture through five
wenerations of Hurden fumily
croftamen..—.

Toduy, its collection has geown to
750 pieces, including the roundubout
of corner, chait — u unique style
cvolved from the 15th century and
primarily used by men. The Hatden
line is pvailable ta the decorutor
trade ot the Matic-Howard Interiors
showroom in the Michigon Design
Center and at Stewnrt-Glenn's in
Bloomficld Hills and Classic Interiors
in Livonia,

Undaubtedly, the cunsumer is well.
served by the uppee echelon uf the
American furniture industry in its
effort to bring it high quality,
historically accurate lines, whether
through the licensing or indepth
yespect for historical tradition

An upsurge of hand-tufting is also
occurring in the decotative rug
business, increasing the acruy of
traditional patterns previously seen
only in 17th and I18th century French
Aubusson flat weaves und English
needlepaint rugs .

Lucey-Champion Rug Ca., from
Fairmount, Ga . a recent addition to
the Michigon Desyta Center, joins
the other sophasticated resoutces,
such as Ghiotdes Knot and Stark
which have held a nearly exclusive
position with the locil decornting
profession Each of Luccy.
Chatnpion’s hand-tufted rugs is made
todesign specifications by one
artisian who signs the rug upon
completion

WHEN TRADITIONAL
furmistbungs are viewsd not sa much
for theit authenticity. but for the
puwet 10 evake nostalgic fectings. you
enter the world of lifestyle
merchandinng. itsell n growimy,
trend

One of the hirst to get the ddes of
lifestyle merchandising off the
wround was Nuthan Ancell, founder
of Ethan Allen Thut was in 1932
Tuxdary, there are 350 Ethan Allen
stotes in the United States, Japan
England. Ssudi Arabis und Austentu
There wre four of these stores i the
immedmte arca, coch desighed
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around themes using 18th century
furniture as well us the more casally
styled Country look.

Also going along with lifestyle flow
is Gorman's Drexel-Heritage atore in
“Troy. This fall, it will feature The
Estates Collection hy Lyon Hollyn.
The real impetus to the line, even
though it uscs varjous traditional
European furniture and accessory
styles. is a “warm sense of intimacy
und graciousncss,” suid Jelf Roberta.,
Gorman’s mnnager,

But it is Ralph Lauren who
genetully is regurded as one of the
most successful masters of lifestyle
merchiandising. buth in apparel and
home furnishings. He recreates n
romanticized version of past eras for
today’s consutner by artful
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A mid-18th-century rococo open-arm chair from
vhllamsburg by Baker. It's distinguished by exten-
sive nail trim and the fretwork detail of the leg. Ap-

A sideboard from the Bellwood Collecton, Berhinardt Furmiure. 1t
Comng in two seChons: a 5 1-40ch baxer's rack 10D with glass shelves
and a 33anch base @ chetty veneer wit nund wood pults and
antique brass hitngs. About $2,000 retail Norman Lackoft, disteb-

utor

proximate retail price, starting a1 $3,125, From
Baker, Knapp & Tubbs in the Michigan Design
Center, Hudsan's, Jacobson's.
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Tne Darntmoor Tartan pattern from the Rafph Lauren Home Coliec-
uon at the Polo/Ralph Lauren Shop, Brrmingham. The unexpected
combnation of the classic patierns. the paisiey and the tartan, cre-
ate an legant and urbane look fof the bedroom. Approximate price
of cornplele ensemble for a standatd-size bed. $536.
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Perfect
match

Barbara Lucking’s elegant bed-
room . West Bloomtield de-
mignea by Rcharg Damels ot
Brian rilhan & Co.. Birmg-
ham A pertect ceunterpoint for
her mathematics and enqineer-
ng  backgrouswd'  lloral-design
labric by Mano Buatta, French
lace tor the canopy and a spe-
cal place lot a family-herrloom,
veivet uphalstered chait
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