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By Joanne Maliszewski
sialf writer

Irenc uses her vacation to help.
Dorothy bas seen flrst-hand the
plight of the homeless, And Max
knows what it's like to be without a

Irenc, Dorothy and Max are em-
ployees of Michigan Natlonal Bank
Corp. in Farmington Hills! And
they — among 300 bank employce
volunteers — spent the week help-
log and housing the homeless In the
corporate headquarters,

“I don’t want o be self-centered.
- 1 don't have a lot of money or any-
thing els¢ I can glve 2o 1 take one
week out of my Ilfe to help,” sald
Irene Wojclechowskl, an acountant
In the bank’s controlier’s dlvision.

FOR THE second. consecutive
year, MNB has opened its doors to
30 homeless people as part of the

Shelter program. Bank employees
who came up with the Klea more
than a year ago to house the home-
less for seven nights, call the pro-
gram “Days of Caring.”
Wojciechowskl coordinates the
mornlng and overnight shifts and
the stgo-in shifts for the employee
volunteers. She's also been doing

School
crystal
ball is

cloudy

By Casey Hans
slatt wrltor

Two different pieces of state legis-
latlon have Farminglen's school
chief Jooking to the future with some
hope but also with contlnued concern
over ﬂnencing.

also gathered 10-20 bags of clolhlnn that will be donated to the
South Ozkland Shelter, Royal Oak for the homeless. Lock's
daughter, Katya, and her trlnnd, Lisa Villemante, help with din-
ner. .

| Bankers’ hearts swing open

. Michael Flapagan

is looking to the bright slde of an ex-
pected state mandate for programs
of choice, while encouraging local
residents to take an aclive role to
deter the Impact of a recent school
tax shift, which will take more mon-
ey from the distrlct's coffers in fu-
lure years,

Also, Flanagan is hoping that a se-
ries of town hall meetings scheduled
through this schoo) year wlll encour-

place of his own Lo sleep and live.

Royal Oak-based South Oakland -

‘m giving something back. There are
people out there who don’t have what
we have —_ hor baths, hot food.’

— lrene Wojcischowski
Michigan National Bank

sald, “There are people out there
who don't have what we have —
hot baths, hot food.”

BUT AT THE corporate head-
quarters they get both and more.
The facillty is complete wlth a cal-
elerla and kitchen, as well as lock-
er rooms, showers and a Jarge area
for beds, The homeless guests are
made as comfortable as if it was a
home.

"You cannot undertake the pro-
gram ideally with under 90 volun-
teers,” said Arladne Magoulias,
MNB director of publlc relations.
They didn't have to. Last year
about 150 people volunteered. This
year that number doub)

Throughout the week, Sept, 22-
29, bank employees have stopped
In the cafeleria in the mornings
and dropped off meals that can be
re-heated that aight for the home-
less. But it's cven more organized

“IT’S ALL very planned,” uld
Chris Lock, dinner coordinator and
an offlcer In Investment banking.
Lock and colleague Elaine Nesbltt
have the kitchen under control.

“I'm an organlzed person,” Lock
safd. "I'm used to managing peo-

_ple. And that's what this fs.”

In additton to the hot meal ~
meatloaf one night and chicken the
other — the homeless guests are
glven breakfast and a bag Junch
that they take with them. -

Employees return to the bank af-
ter a day of work about 6 p.m. Vol-
unteers take their shifts at their as-
signed places. Greeters are ready
at the door to welcome the guests
who are transported by other em-
playee voluntcers in Independence
for Living vans from SOS head-
quarters in Royal Oak, where they
are scteened for the program.

“They needed drivers,” said Max
Morgan, a computer analyst. “Af-
ter Idrive, I stay to help, whatever

“ needs to be done. One time in my

WHEN GUESTS arrive — the
majority have been men this year,
plus a couple women and a mother
and her children - they are greet-
ed and registered by volunteers,

With about 300 volunteers, which
include employces who bave donat-
ed meals as well_as clothing that.
will "b¢” glven to the homeless
through the SOS program, employ-
ces are able to work varled shifts
threughout the weck.

When guests are reglstered they
let volunteers know what LUme they
want ‘to be awakened the next
marning. Many of the homeless
guests work and must be transport-
ed back to the SOS headquarters
each mornlng, Magoutlas sald.

All bedding and towels ‘are
washed and beds made by volun-
teers. Men and women guests are
separated.

VOLUNTEERS ALSO have
made personal care bags for both
men and women, which Include tol-
ictries. Items for bables, such as di-
apers and baby food, are avallable
for mathers with chlldren.

Between dinner and lights out,
there's plenty for the guests to do.
Games and televislon are avail
able, But the truth is, there's more
talking going on. And both the em-
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evaluation consultant

age public discussion about educa-
tlonal issues — both financlat and
otherwise - to make decisions
about the future of education here.

FLANAGAN MADE comments
about the changlng face of public cd- _
ucatlon durinig a recent school board
meeting as he updated trustees on
the legislation.

A tax-base sharing plan approved
by the state last week and expected
to be signed into law would take
about $350,000 away from the Farm.
ington district this year and continue
taking meney in future years, while
It phases out the curreat recapture
formula over nine years. Flanagan
encouraged resldents to write letters
1o state legislators, suggesting they
phase out the recapture more quick-
1y to give districts like Farmington a
break.

“Whether it's class size or transpo-
ration, these are issues that are rip-
ping at our guis on a daily basis,” he -
said.

Meanwhile, another piece of legis-
tation expected 1o become law soon
would mandate districts like Farm-
ington to offer a broad-based cholce
program for a)l grade levels, unless

\voters determined otherwise. It alse

would require competency testing
and state endorsement on diplomas,
offer experimental cholce programs
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An evaluation consultant from St. Clair
County Intermedlate Schools has been hired
to do similar work for the Farmlngton school
distrlet.

Frederica Frost, who has focused on pro-
gram and rescarch her
14-year cducatlonal ecareer, was selecied
from 33 applicants, six semifinalists and

three finalists for the new position.
Frost Is expected to help the distrlct better
assess its programs and curriculum.

"The hope of a position like this . . . is a
mognillon that lhls has been a vold in public
education for years,"” sald superintendent Mi-
chacl Flanagan. And, with more possible cuts
coming due te tax reform, such a position
could be vital, he added.

Ploase turn to Page 2

Anti-drug battle mtensn‘les

An annual program for drug and aleohol
awareness kicks off this week, as the Farm-
ington area focuses on Oclobcr as Drug and
Alcohal Awarcness Month. -

This year’s theme Is “Alchol Abusc and its
Effect on the Famlly,” focusing on what Is a
legal, but abuscd, drug.

Some events include:

® Students and the community wlil pin
and tie on red ribbons beglnnlng tomorrow,
showing thelr support for the drug and alco-
hol Information effort. Ribbons can be ob-
talned by calllng Farmington Famllles in Ac-
tlon president Sue Dolesh al 474-8815.

Speclal "say no to drugs” Mags will also fly
at bath clty halls, at the YMCA and at all
schml buildlngs.
kick-off breakfast
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Wrdnudzy, Oct. 2, will launch the monthlong
eftort. The lu:ynole speaker will be television
personality John Gross.

@ This weekend churches, temples and
other religious organizations will recognize
the anil-drug effort through speclal programs

SHARON LoMIEUX/sialt photographer

Homecommg fun

Funky hair was part of Spirit Weck at
Farmington High School last week, as stu-
dents gearcd up for Saturday’s Homecom-

at their services and having drug
and red ribbens avallable.

OTHER EVENTS wlll continue throughout
October and November, and into 1992,

Some local groups Involved In erganizing
1he event are Farmington Famllies in Action,
the Farmington Arca Advisory Councll, the
Farmington Councll of Community Re-
sources, Farmington Youth Asslstance, Ma-
plegrove Center, and the the Orchard Rldge
Campus of Oakland Communlty College,

A number of bustnesses have also set aside
special days In which they will donate a per-
centage of sales to the antl-drug cause.

ing h Amy Kilner {top),
senlor Amml Plater {left} and sophomore
Laura McWilliam joined other studenta —
and some statfers — for Funky Hair Day at
the school Thursday. Other special days In-
cluded wesring and

clothes, for to
wear favorite college sweatshirts, a biue
and white day commemorating school col-
ors, & class color day and a pop assembly.
The traditional Homecoming parade and
fooiball game wers Saturday. For details
on the game, see the Observer Sports Sec.
tion.




