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Rich Clitford answers questions from kids
Flanders tast week. Kids wanted to know If he could enjoy pork
pizza or soda pop in space. Clitford also visiled Hillside -

chops,

yinihs

protos by SHARON LeMIEUX/stat! photographer

Flanders third grader Jason Sinelli (left), second grader Robert Bates and third grader Lyndsi Keves walit to have Rich Clitford
answer their questions about space and astronauts,

Kids soar -
with man ;

from
future

T WAS an envious Michael

I Flanagan who visited Hill-

side Elementary last week

to see and hear astronaut
candldate Rich Clifford.

‘The mission specialist vmud

both Flanders and Hillside elemen-
tary schools, sharing his training
and {lying experiences and excite-
ment with his first space misslon
scheduled for October 1992, His
visit was sponsored by the schools”
parent groups

“They thought they were excited
— they didn’t know the superin-

N didete Rich

lcndcnt was as excited as lhey
were,” said the 8¢choo
chief, who bad a dream of being ln
astronaut and had been accepted
Into the Air Force Academy, but
whose dream was shattered by a
lack of 20720 vision. “Today was a
highlight.”

The 38-year-old Cilfford sald he
was Insplred la high school by the
1968 mission to Lhe moon and Neil
Armstrong's historical first
step.The Californla native resldes
in Utah, is married and has two

Clittord shows Flanders stu-
dents what happens to one’s
tace while in space — gravity
puffs itup.

sons. He was assigned to NASA's
Johnson Space Cenler In 1987
where he served as a space shuttle
englneer and did work In other;
areas. He was selected as.an astro-
naut candidate in January of 1390,
and Is training for his first mus!un

‘School district responds

to concerns about traffic

y Casey Hane
- iatatt writer

Farmingion continue to monitor, re-
view, and sometimes change bus
routes, following dozens of safety
complaints logged with the district
by parents,

“We're'not masochlsts — we don't
eijoy the problems we hear every
day,” said Don Cowan, direcior of
building and student services, "Obvl-
ously its a difflcult task and a doml-
no effect. Each change has an effect
on other runs.”

Cowan offered an update report to
the school board Sept. 24 after a
Sept. 3 board meeting at which 150
parents showed up, concerned be-
cause a number of bus stops were
moved from inslde subd

from 600 to about 450 for the 9,000
students transported each day, sav-

. tng about $1 million for the district,
Schoal transportation officlals in

The update report detalled 37
comphlm.s ralscd al “the mecting

will be changed or remaln the same.
For those where no change was
made, Cowan sald the district will
continue to monltor eagh situation.

Trustee Jamcs Abernemy sald he

Ol the 31, it was delermlncd that
19 bus stops not be changed. Most of
the others had some sort of change
ranging frem moving stops into sub-
divisions to finding ways for buses to
make better time.

School employees continue to "

work on other concerns, Cowan said.
1t Is the district’s polley. the report
said, to have children en buses no
longer than one hour,

Supervisars are following buses
with stop watches, monltoring route
times and the length of times stu.
dents are on the buses when looking
into the

maln roads. Cowan sald last wr.vek
the runs had been reduced this year

Parents are being advised by et
ter whether thelr children’s stops

was
view the bus slops wllh an eye 16 icy
and snowy weather, "1 would hope
we would . . . look at what it Is
going to be like in Januvary.” he said.
“We necd to anticipale the worst
case in the winter.”

Although Superintendent Michact
Flanagan has pledged to handle the
parent concerns, he keeps an eye on
what he says is an ever-shrinking
boltom line for the district.

“To the degree we can, we need to
target non-instructional arcas” for
cuts, he sald, referring to criticism
leveled at the district during an un-
successful millage attempt last Feb-
ruary.

Judge refuses to let woman
plead innocent to beating

AP — A Recorder’s Court judge
saild he's seen 1o new evidence and
refused 1o let a Detroit teenager
withdraw her no-contest plea In the
Freedom Festival beating of a sub-
urban woman,

Cossandra Rutherford, 17, had

- pleaded no contest (o assault and
robbery In the June 28 beating on &
street crowded with people attend-
ing the city’s-Fourth of July fire-
works dlsplay. While not considered
an admisslon of guilt, no contest is
treated as such for seatencing pur-

Rutherford’s attorney, J. Allen
Forletta of Warren, asked Detroit
Recorder's Court Judge Dominlck
Carnovale to allow Rutherford to
withdraw her plea. Forletta sald
new witnesses had come forward
and indlcated Joanne Was, who lived
In Farmington HIlls at the time of
{he assaull, may have provoked the
attack. Was® attorney, Larry Beanett
ot Detroit, could not be reached for
¢omment.

Carnovale sentenced Rutherford
Lo serve concurrent prison terms of
20 months to 10 years and 20 months
to 15 years for assault and unarmed
robbery. Forletta said Thursday he
was considering whether to appeal.
Based on Department of Corrections

guidelines, Rutherford can be ex-
pected to serve about 16 months.

CARNOVALE SAID Thursday
he'd been presented with no new evi-
dence, He said he'd seen no accounts
of announcements by Mayor Cole-
man Young and Police Chief Stanley
Knox this week that they were res
opening the investigation. Young

.sald carlier in the weck that he per-
sonally interviewed. witnesses who.

had failed to come forward earlier,

A bystander was videotaping as
Was, 43, of Farmington Hills was hit
and kicked. Was since has filed a civ-
i1 suit alleging the city and police
{ailed to provide adequate protection
for people at the festival.

Rutherford sald after her arrest in
July that she and the four other de-
fendants were pravoked by a group
including Was. Rutherford said the
members of Was's group, all of
whom were white, were yelling ra-
cial slurs a1 the Detroit women.

Vayne County Prosccutor John .
O'Hair said the police investigation
‘was thorough the first (lme.

“1 think what they are trylng (o do
is vindicate or justify (he behavior™
of those charged, ‘O'Halr sald
Wednesday, “They suggested that
there may have been justification or

provocatinn for the physical assault
of Joanne Was

CARNOVALE ALSG scntenced
Rutherford co-defendant  Tangela
Mclemore, 19, who also had pleaded
no contest but made no move {0
change her plea. She can be expected
1o serve litile more than three years,
according to cnrru‘llom department
Ruidelines.

“T'm sorry for what, happened and
I'm not a ‘menace “to society,”
McLemore told Carnovale. The
judge gave her 4-15 for robbery and
4-10 years for assault.

Authorities charged the five with
assault and robbery over several al-
leged attacks June 28 at the festival.
Knox said Tuesday only the casc in-
volving Was has been reopened, not
any other reports of beatings Includ-
ing that of Elalnc Small, 45, another
suburban Detroit waman.

Two others who pleaded ne con-
test have been sentenced In the case.
Marie Springticld, 21, received up to
15 years for assault and unarmed
robbery. Laquita Glover, 17,
recelved up to 10 ycars on similar
charges, Cossandra Rutherford's
{win sister, Cassandra, Is awaiting
trial.
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COLLECTION SHOW
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NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

HANDBAG

1t a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wednesday, October 2
Livonia
Thursday, October 3
Birmingham
Friday, October 4

Rochester :
Meet Jeff Mazzaro
of Dooney & Bourke who

will be bere with more styles,

in addition to our own

collection, for you to ser.
You will be able to order

bags and accessories.

"Get

Feeling’

We welcome Jacnbron’s Charge, MaseerCard®, VISA®, and American Expren®.

Shop untit @ pm. on Thunday and Friday. Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tucsdey,

Shop Sunday Noon 10 9 pm.

. Wednesday and Saturday.




