on the agenda

Below are highlights from the
agendas of government meetings
this week, All meetings are open
to the public.

Farmlogton liills Clty Council
Council chambers
31555 11 Mile
7:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 30

Publie hearings are scheduled as
follows:

® Conslderatlon of a speclal as-
sessment district (or sanjtary sewers
and a water main for the western
portion of Biddestone.

@ Show cause hearings for demo-
litlon of three dangerous bulldings at
2)324 and 21362 Jefferson and 21731
Jacksonville.

Under unfinished  business, the
councll will reconslder a final plat
approval for Slnacola Woods subldl-
vislon.

Under new business, the council
will appoint a representative 1o the
Commission on Agling and conslder
transferring ownership of a Class C
liguor license from Town Square
Pub 1o Mulllgan's Peb & Grub and
will also consider a request for a
dance permit.

The city manager will offer the

Feports/T

for council

‘The DDA will hear a report on the
Eight Mlle Corridor study, conslder
paying off a land contract, conslder
Joining a statewide associatlon fight-
Ing the effects of tax reform on TI-
FAs and DDAs, and conduct routlne
business,

Farmington Board of Educatlon

The Oct. 1 scheduled meeting of
the school board has been cancelled.

Ethlcs Commlttee
City of Farmington Hills
police training room
31655 Eleven Mile
7 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 2

The committee wlll dlscuss politl-
cal and financlal contributlons and
other business.

Board members will mect a pro-
spective director for evaluation, as-
sessment and special projects. That
person Is expected to be officlatly
hired during the regular meeting.
During the regular meeting, the
board will: see a video presentation
on the Odyssey of the Mind competl-
tion, hear an update on the transpor-
tation concerns ralsed at the last
board mcetlng, appointment the

@ Acquisltion of Jand from the
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources.

o Traffic rccommendations along
Drake Road between Grand River
and 12 Mile.

@ Approval lo cummencc con-

—Jdomnation-pi

way ntqulslllnn! on 12 Mile bemccn
talsted and Haggerty,

® Approval of a.trl-party agree-
ment for improvements to 12 Mile
Road at Harrison High School.

Downtown Development Authority
Farmington City I1all
23600 Liberty
8 n.m. Tuesday, Oct. 1

noted above, hear a rece
ommendation for non-union employ-
ecs, conslder a lease between the
Farmington Hills Fire Department
and North Farminglon High School,
and consider awarding a bid for a
fence renovation at Farmington
High School.

X 1so_be glven by the
board's building and site committee

Farmington Hills Ethlcs Committee
Farmington Hills Clty Hall
Lawer Level Cunfereace Room
7 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 25

The commitiee meets (o continue
discussion about o possible code of
ethles.

“Please, my little girl
needs blood?”

Ter -(mum- il you had 10 ask for blood 1o save the lde of someone youlove.
et ime the American Red Ceoss asks, give blood, pleate

GIVE BLOOD, PLEASE + =iy

. FI7A

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/

Motorists speeding along 1-886 in Southtield are being nabbed on film by photo-radar, It's just a test with a warning letter — for
now. But some day it may mean a speeding ticket,

Photo radar toothless — for now

By Alice Colline
staif writer

Attenlivn all motorists zooming

along, 1696 in Southficld at 'speeds
NN Y

whavetheposted-limil

Your radar detector and sharp
eyes on the lookout for police aren't
guing to save you from detection by
the new “secret weapon™ in the traf-
fic enforcement arsenal.

1t's nlcknamed photo-radar —
“high speed photography integrated
with a very sophisticated radar sys-
tem,” according to Sgt. James Heill-
genthal of the Oakland County Sher-
i0's Department.

But, relax for a while, If you're
caught now, all you'll get Is a warn.
ing fetter.

State Jaw currently bars actua)
ticketing unless an officer witnesses
the violation and is able to identify
the driver.

And with photo-radar, there's no
officer present.

“This scnds a radar beam across
tather than down the road like con-
veatinnal radar,” said Heiligenthal.
“The detector will wark, but by the
ute is sounds the alarm you're al-
ready in the beam and you've (li-
cense plate) been captured on film.”

WIHETHER
nekets become

photo-cadar  traffic
legal in Michigan
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wlll be up to state legislators, lhe
driving public and the courts. That
debate, expected o be a hot one,
h;lsxl'l started.

“We hope to be able to urllc tick-

tal on §96 at the Liscln Drive
bridge west of the Greenficld inter-
change The other two test unlts in
the state are installed in ‘vehirles
and moved frotn place Lo place (Im

guing at different speeds. It can dis-
tin h between them."

Witliamms and Heiligenthal sad
most ol the feedback they are get-
tng v the pmf[am which will run
Yitvash-th - th

c15.a1 some{uture point,” said-Mich—Is-in-north-Oak}

igan State Pelice Trooper Roderick
Willtams, cocrdinator for the feder-
ally funded pllot project now under
way at three locations In the state,
two of them In Oakland County.

“I definitely think it's a thing of
the future and we definitely will ex-
plare the new leglstation, but it's im-
possible to say If it will be a go or
not. It's really too early to tell.” Wil-
liams said Thursday,

Cily offictals have been made
aware of the photo-radar test on 696,

Southfield traffic enginver’ Robert
Northrup said last week. Rut the *

project is being carried out by the
state police and the country sherilf's
department.  State police enforce
irceway traffic, including the
stretches in Southfield,

Two states, Arizona and Califor-
nia, have made photo-radar enforee.
ment legal and Michigan is one of
three states with pilot projects.

THE DEVICE in Southileld is n
the fort of a box on top of a pedes.

tioned at sites alony,'l 75 Thr mnlule N

unit, like the free-standing one, is not
manned. But don't expect to spot it,
it doesn’t look anything like a polire
vehicle “Actually it's a brown sta-
tion wagon,” Heillgenthal said

The other mabile unit is in Kala
mazoo County

Williams refused to ro\"w} the ac
twal speed setting on the Southfield
pholo-radar that triggers the devic:,

but he confirmed it is a bit above the

55 mph posted speed

Asked to estinate the number ot
speeders heing recorded. Heidleen-
thal said, “Let’s pul it this way AL
the 696 mte i 1ta hours we had
2090 veheles diive by the phite re-
dar and uf thosr 559 wetr exue V|m
the spreed Lt by at least 10 gl
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k! he-yearty-guod:
The pitot, funded by & $250 000 fed-
eral grant, will explore pubiic opin-
ion as well as its workabilly The
eyuipment, from (wo separate: ven-
duns, is also being evaluated

In Arizona and Californla where

the wystem has been operational for
sumne tine, BS percent of those who
ate tirketed have been automatical-
1y paying the tine, accerding to Wil-
‘ns
There's alse bern a 35-45 percent
weduetion in accidents during the
four ar five years it's been in effect.
10 knaw {U's out there, but they
© +*know where 1t is,” be said,

‘\ 196, the photo-radar is turned
g the daytime on wechdays
st of \hc people it get-

sing it At night and on
er on “We'll start get-
uthficled residemts once
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