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Gas Shortage Pinches Area Business

: By W. W. EDGAR
‘The shortage of natural gas
which caused Consumers
Power Co. to seek —~ and ob-
tain ~ authority to restrict
its sale and refuse to accept
new customers has begun to
threaten industrial and com-
mercial development through
northwestern Wayne and
Oakland counties.
The authority Consumers
. Power sought was granted by
+ the Public Service Commis-
. sion last October. CP pleaded
that demands for additional
natural gas had far outs-
tripped prospective supplies
'

from the companies that
develop the gas producing
fields and which supply gas
to distributing companies
such as Consumers Power.

. .

“AT THE TIME ‘our com-
Ppany's request was granted,”
said James Thomas, district
manager of Consumers, “it
included a curb on residen-
tial, commercial and in-
dustrial divisions. Since that
time we have been taking
care of residential areas, but
no new commercial or in-
dustrial clients can be ac-
cepted.

While the curb has been in

$38,000 Raised
For Trash Plan

The Southeast Michigan Council of Govern-

effect since last October, the
impact hasn't been felt until
the past month or two.

“We had to turn down the
proposed mammoth shopping
center at 13-Mile and Hag-
gerty Road in Farmington
Township,” Thomas said,
*‘and there are several others
in the offing.

*“The mere fact that these
projects can not get gas does
not mean they won't be de-
veloped.

“There are other types of
fuel and power. It is just a
condition where we can’t
supply gas.”

Thomas emphasized that
the reasoning behind the re-
quest to restrict service to
industrial and commercial
clients was that the company
wanted to make sure that
there is an adequate supply
for its present customers.

. DEVELOPERS also are
beginning to feel the pinch.

‘“We already have lost one
large building in Farming-
ton,” Bill Bowman, executive
vice president of Thompson-
Brown Co., revealed.

“This is just the begin-
ning,” he continued. *“There
may be several more large
undertakings in jeopardy.”

Bowman pointed out that
the present curtailment goes
beyond the clients now seek-
ing service.

“What we fear,” he said,
“‘is that word will spread and
many big concerns will pass
by this area when looking for
boildings sites. That would he
a blow for the simple reason
that most of these places are
parchased well in advance.”

“And with the wideopen
territory we have in the
northwest section, this could
curtail our growth for
years.”

DURING THE hearing
before the Public Service

Impact Now Being Felt In Area

Commission last October, it
was revealed that Consumers
Power, in an effort to de-
velop additional supplies of
natural gas, is engaged in
exploratory well drilling ef-
forts in southern Louisiana
under agreements with inde-
pendent producers.

This is being done through
the Northern Michigan Ex-
ploration Co., a wholly-owned
subsidiary. This subsidiary
also is carrying out drilling
operations in several north-
ern counties of Michigan’s
lower peninsula. Some indica-
tions of oil and gas have been
reported in this area, but the
extent of these discoveries
has yet to be proved.

Consumers Power serves
more than 830,000 customers
in 40 counties of the lower
peninsula

Michigan Consolidated Gas
Co., working out of Detroit,
has yet to ask for authority
to restrict its service.

SUMMER TRAINING—Brig. Gen. James O. Freese (left), assistant
division commander for the 70th Division {Training) of Livonia, discusses
plans for summer training during a recent conference at Ft. Campbell with
Lt. Col. Warren R. Porter {center), assistant deputy post commander, and
Lt. Col. George C. Scott Jr., adjutant general. The 70th Division will be
conducting two weeks of training at Ft. Campbell, Ky. this summer. (U.S.
Army photo)

ments and Greater Detroit Chamber of Com-
merce, seeking $75,000 from private sources to
provide most of the local funding needed for a
regional solid waste disposal plan, have passed
the half-way mark.

Fred Cheek, chief of SEMCOG's office of facili-
ties planning, reports that contributions from sup-
porting firms and groups of enterprises exceeds
$38,000. And many firms that have indicated sup-
port have not yet submitted checks.

The solid waste disposal plan project is to cost a
total of $179,000. Of this, $14,500 will be added by
SEMCOG to the $75,000 from the private sector to
match $89,500 from the U.S. Department of
Health, Education and Welfare' (HEW) through
the Michigan Department of Public Health.

The project will produce a system for region-
wide disposal of all waste that should not be
flushed through public sewer systems.

E. Robert Turner, SEMCOG executive director,
 called the project a “splendid example of private
sector's willingness to join with regional volun-
tary associations of local government to solve a
problem of mutual concern.”

330,000 In Wayne
Get SS Increase

Insulation
Gall Save you

Some 330,000 Wayne County
residents will benefit to the
tune of nearly $45 million

Book Sale
Aids Blind

Rosedale Park Junior
Women’s Club will hold its
second annual book sale Sat-
urday, April 3, from 99 in
the Sears-Chatham court of
Livonia Mall, Seven Mile at
Middle Belt.

»  Proceeds will aid the Pen-
. rickton Center for Visually
. Handicapped Children in
* Taylor, which provides train-
ing and therapy for young,
blind children and, in some
cases, their parents.

On sale will be children’s
books, science fiction, educa-
tional material, novels; pap-
erbacks, rare books and
© magazines. Donations will be
- accepted at the sale booth
after 8:30 p.m. Friday and all
day Saturday.

Guards Base

Army SP5 Gary L. Wor-
thington, son of Mrs. Heldi-
gard Worthington of Far-
mington, is serving as a se-
curity guard with Special
Troops near Long Binh.

He is responsible for main-

taining proper security police *

functions on his base,

under a social security
increase signed by President
Nixon last week.

This estimate was made by
U.S. Rep. William D. Ford (D-
15th District), one of the
sponsors of the legislation,
which provides for an across-
the - board increase of 10 per
cent, retroactive to Jan. 1.

Ford said that the figures
are estimates, based on the
most recent available social
security payment figures for
the county. The approxi-
mately 330,000 recipients now
receive about $36.8 million a
month, or $441.6 million an-
nually.
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RECIPIENTS in Wayne
County include about 165,000
retired workers, 19,000
disabled workers, 40,000
dependents of retiredworkers,
12,000 dependents of disabled
workers, 90,000 survivors, and
about 7,000 special recipients.

Thelr payments now
average about $110 per month
or $1,320 annually. The
increase will boost the
averages to $121 a month and
$1,652 a year.

To finance the increases,
payroll taxes will be hiked
next year by levying social
security taxes on the first
$9,000 of income, rather than
the current $7,800. This will
mear a maximum increase of
$62.40 each for the employer
and employee, beginning in
1972.

Send for this Free Booklet .

Saving cold cash on winter heating is more than just a
figure of speech — you could be paying for more cold
than is necessary. Insulation saves you heating dollars
g down the rate of heat that's escaping to the
outside and providing resistance to the flow of cold
air entering your home. In fact, insulation can reduce

by slo

your heating bill substantially (in many cases as

much as one-third). To get the complete story on how

insulation can save you cold cash and at the

same time increase your personal comfort, mail the

attached coupon and we’ll send you our FREE

Gas Heating Insulation Facts Bulletin.

Mail to your local C s Power C

p

Att: Marketing Department

[ would be interested in receiving your free
Gas Heating Insulation Facts Bulletin.
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We specialize in low cost.
expert repairs made right
in your home. Same day

ble T.V.'s.
Phone 422-3020

33866 W.5 MILE ROAD )
3 Blocks West of Farmington Rd




