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Westland Church
Will Exchange
Trees For Bottles

If you have a sack of
throw-away bottles, you'll be
able to get a seedling tree on
Arbor Day, Saturday, May 1,
from the Episcopal Church of
the Holy Spirit in Westland.

The church, located on
Cowan Road just east of the
Westland shopping center, is
announcing its “Plant-A-Tree
Day" well in advance so that
area residents can start sav-
ing bottles.

“‘We want to make this an
ecology and beautification
project,” said Ben Pumo, a
member of the recently-es-
tablished congregation.

He said the church was
ordering 1,000 seedlings. all
about a foot and a half in
height.

The varieties are blue
spruce and autumn olive, the
latter recommended by the
Michigan Department of
Conservation because it
grows to a bushy plant that
offers sanctuary to birds and
bears a fall fruit that birds
eat.

The seedling will be free,
one to a family, Puma said.
The only requirement will be
a sack of bottles, clean and
separated by color. Any kind
of non-returnable bottle will
be accepted.

Mayor Eugene Mcl(mney
plans to be on hand to turn in
the first sack of bottles to
load onto a city truck. AH
bottles collected will be
carted off for recycling.

Film Set At Sunrise

A motion picture, "The
Day God Died,” will be
shown at a 6 a.m. sunrise
service to begin Easter Sun-
day in the First United Meth-
odist Church of Farmington,
Grand River at Warner.

Ephram Zimbalist Jr. stars
in the film.

Easter breakfast will be
served at 7 a.m., and three
morning worship services

are scheduled at 8, 9:30 and
11 am.

The Rev. Hugh White, sen-
ior minister, will preach on
*And Then It Happened,” at
8 and 11 a.m. B. Bryce Swil-
er, associate minister, will
use the topic, ‘A Clock
Stopped and Discovered
Time.” at 9:30 a.m. Special
music is planned for all serv-
ices.

WHITE BREAKFAST MUSIC — Shirley Harden at the harpsicord fur-
nished music for the annual White Breakfast given by the women of Rose-
dale Gardens United Presbyterian Church in Livonia last week. From left,
standing behind the musician, are Shirley Daniel, Marilyn Hirtzel, Marilyn
Westervelt and Ann Slater. (Observer photo by Bob Woodring)

Greek

The Rev. Elvin L. Clark,
pastor of the Livonia Baptist
Church, is teaching a

Saturday morning class in
New Testament Greek in the
church, 32940 Schooleraft,
Livonia.

‘The classes, beginning at
9:30 a.m., are tuition free, but
those interested are asked to
register by calling the church
office.

. Rev. Clark has taught ad-
vanced Greek at Michigan
Baptist Institute.

Applications Now
Is Taught  Accepted For Camp

The Detroit Catholic Youth
Organization is now accept-
ing applications for its sum-
mer camps. one for boys and
one for girls. on the shores of
Lake Huron near Port Sani-
lac.

Brochures and applications
may be obtained now from
the CYO Central Office. 305
Michigan Ave.. Detroit.
48226. telephone 963-7172.

Applications will be ac-
cepted on first-come.
first-serve basis.
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THE CAMPS are open to
all boys and girls. ages nine
through 14. Each camp witl
operate for five 13-day peri-
ods. from June 25 through
Aug. 24. The fee of $80 per
person_ inciudes room and
board for that period. round-
trip transportation by chart-
ered bus from an assembly
point in Detroit and insur-
ance.

~If you want to be sure of
getting a reservation for the
period you prefer. I would

advise hou to make applica-
tion now.™

reports Henry
ctor of the CYO
“Then you'll
be sure. We usually end up
with waiting lists for all peri-
ods.”

THE CYO camps are be-
ginning a second quarter cen-
twry of service. In the first
25 years. the campus accom-
modated more than 33.000
bovs and girls.

The girls’ camp is located
four miles north of Port Sani-
lac. The boys' camp is four
miles south of Port Sanilac.

St. Raphael
Scene Of Sale

The Altar Society of St.
Raphael Catholic Church,
5875 Merriman, Garden City,
will sponsor a rummage sale
Friday. April 16, from 10
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday.
April 17, from 10 am. to 3
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CLARENCE FORTNER--Services for Mr
Fartner. 61,0t 8876 Sheldon, Piym-
outh, who ded April & after s fong il
s, were hekd n the Schrador Funeral
Home, with the Rev Edwin E. Sexton
afficrating. Burial was in Parkview
Memoral Cemetery

M. Fortner wes born in Induns and
movad o Plymouth from Datrait 1n
1952. Ho was an inspector for the Ford
Motor Co. prior 10 his retirement in
1964

Survring sre his wie. Efzabeth Ann:
4 sister. Mrs. Loyd (Vergmia) McBnd.
of Gresawood. Ind . and » brother.
Hairy Forner. alzo of induana,

CLARA E. NIELSEN. Funerl services
for Mrs. Nielsen. 82, of 8411 Fielding
Ave. Detron. were heid m the Heaney-
Sundauist Funeral Home in Farmington
with buns! at Parkview Memoial Com.
etery. Livonia

Mrs Nielsen. who died March 30 in
Botstord General Hosortal atier a tong
Miness. was 8 member of the Warren-
dsle United Brethren Church of Detiont
Survvors ineluds s0n. Keaneth of Kan-
s25: brothars. Neis Jacobsen of Minne.
2018 2nd Arnold Jscabsen of Garden
City. ssters, Mrs Marie Andersen of
Chicago, Mrs. Mildred Dailafoir of War.

ren. Mrs. Ruth Patchatt of Livonia, Mrs
ida Moresu of Detrot. Mrs te
Lorsel of Detrort and Mes. Nors Carlson

of Lvania. 8 nephew in Farmington and
thrae-grandchidren.

ARGARET 8. mncuvz Funeral
sorvices for Mrs.

Thayer Fun
with b
vonia, Officiating was the Rev. Carl 1
Sehultz of Salem United Church of
Cheist of Farmington.

Mrs. Hargave, who died March 29
atter 2 ong iltness. had lived 20 years
in Livonia Survivors include: deughters,

of
a0d four great-grandchiidren

y THEREV.
WILLIAM A.RITTER
Newburg United
Methodist Church,
Livonia

Last Sunday aiternoon two
young fellows in our sénior
high Methodist ~ Youth
Fellowship decided to come to
the church well in advance of
their youth group meeting and
give vent to their artistic
talents.

Bill Kelsing and Norm Laich

had looked at the great pile of
junk - twisted steel, charred
timbers and broken concrete -
that was cast away by the
workmen putting up the new
addition to our church.
.. They reasoned that as long
as the junk was there and had
been temporarily abandoned,
perhaps something could be
made of it. So they created a
junk sculpture.

OUT OF a foundation of
wire mesh, steel pipe and
trash can there emerged a
split and charred wooden
cross. Workmens' gloves
resembled hands outstretched

on pieces of pipe. Paths of
ceiling tile approached from
many directions. Crumpled
soft drink cans contemporized
the scene.

At the time of this writing,
no one has come from the
Detroit Institute of Art to
place a bid on it. No critic has
creatively analyzed it, and no
first-year sculpture classes
have been bussed in from Ann
Arhor. Actually, one false
move of the bulldozer, or one
car heing carelessly parked
could bring an end fo it all.

And yet, the fellows have
reminded us of something
often tragically overlooked.

DR. GEORGE McLEOD
has written:

“l simply argue that the
cross be raised again at the
center of the market place as
well as on the steeple of the
Church.

I am recovering the claim
that Jesus was not crucified in
a cathedral hetween (wo
candles. hut on a cross
belween thieves: on the town

garbage heap: at a crossroad
so cosmapolitan that they had
(o write his title in Hebrew and
in Latin and in Greek at tlhie
kind of place where cynics
talk smut, and theives curse
and soldiers gamble.
“Because that is where he
died. And that is what he diéd
about. And that is where
churchmen should be and
\\h:u churchmen should be

aboul

F:\STER 1S NO a one-day
escape into fantasy land, or'a
dream life pageant that
removes us from the
remainder of life. Easter is
the meeting place of churches
and junk piles, or sordidness
and beauty. of pain ana jo¥.

Easter is far more than junk
pites escaped. Easter is jumk
piles redeemed.

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Rev. Ritter
and our readers might be intel-
&sted to know that we were 50
intrigued by this contemporary
cross that we went 0 photo-
graph it. But you see no picture
here. The bulldozer already had
done its worst )

‘Superstar’ Is

Change Of Pace

.By EMORY DANIELS

If the Easter cantatas in
your church are becoming
staid, redundant experiences,
you are a candidate to enjoy
thoroughly the new and unu-
sually inspiring rock cantata,
*Jesus Christ Superstar.”

“‘Superstar” is the rock

version, as opposed to the,

King James or Revised
translations, of the Easter
story. The rock opera, writ-
ten by Britons Andrew Lloyd
Webber and Tim Rice, was

released in October 1970 and

will soon make its Broadway
debut

It is not only a brilliant
modern translation of the
Easter story but contains
some masterful musical ar-
rangements combining skill
with cunning techniques. *“Su-
perstar” also contains some
raf.her courageous literature
with prose to please the most
sophisticated eritic.

« e

AMONG THE musical
numbers assured of a lasting
place with the immortals of
popular songs are Mary
Magadalene’s lament *I
.Don’t Know How to Love
Him” ‘and “Everything’s All
Right” which is sung by the
wormen who follow Jesus.

-Musical scores the listener
will enjoy include *This Je-
sus Must Die,” “Hosanna,”
“‘Damned for All Time,”
‘‘Gethsemane’’ and **King
Herod’s Song.™

A smgle example of mas-
tery in musical

Judas: “We'll pay you in sil-
ver—cash on the nail.”

While Jesus is revealing
Judas as the betrayer, Judas
objects, **Cut out the dramat-
ies! You know very well
who...”" The priest attempts
to console Judas after the
arrest by saying, “The mob
turned against Him--you
backed the right horse.”"

“SUPERSTAR" boasts a
great piece of literary effort
in the words of “Gethsem-
ane.” The writers have cap-
tured Jesus' real emotional
hangup at the time and why
it was necessary to go to the
garden to pray.

‘The prayer in Gethsemane
in King James. (Luke: 22:42)
comes out as beautiful poetry
with theological depth but
does not quite capture the gut
feelings Jesus had which
drove Him to pray...

Without going into a
lengthy theological disserta-
tion on the dual nature of
Christ, let us remember that
Jesus entered the garden as a
man with the doubts and
lears any mortal ordered to
die would have.

“Superstar” dramatically
grips the raw fear and real
doubts of. Jesus the man en-
tering the garden and fur-
nishes an -inspirational -and
moving prayer before Christ,
the Son of God exits.

“'Take this cup away from
Me for I don’t want to taste
its poison...Then I was in-
spired now I'm sad and
tired...Listen surely I've
exceeded i tried

is “The Temple” which vivi-
dily recreates the scene of
the money-changers and
hawkers in the temple. The
music starts off at a fast
pace and picks up tempo with
the parts mixing rapidly to
create the feeling of the mass
confusion which angered
Christ.

Bat, just as the listener is
tempted to cover his ears to
silence what has grown to
become disharmonized noise,
the crescendo balts and a
moment of silence precedes
the angry voice of Christ.

The listener can sympa-
thize with the Superstar,
also, by listening to the mo-
neychangers chant: “‘Roll on
up—for my price is down,
Come on in —~ for the best in
town, Take your pick of the
finest wine, Lay your bets on
this bird of mine.”
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THE WRITERS have cho-
sen the vucabulary of IVID

for three years seems like 30,
Could you ask as much from
any other man?

“See the saga through and
do the things You ask of
Me...Would I be more noticed
than 1 was ever before?
Would the things I've said
and done matter any more?
I'd have to know, I'd have to
know, my Lord.

“Can you show Me now
that I would not be killed in
vain? Show Me just a little of
your omnipreseat brain.”
And then the great line as
Jesus says: “‘Show Me
there's a reason for your
wanting Me to die, You're far
too keen on where and how,
and not so hot on why.”"

Then comes the grand
commitment: “God Thy will
is hard, but You hold every
card. I will drink Your cup of
poison, nail Me to the cross
and break Me. Bleed Me,
beat Me, KILL Me. take Me

now--before I change My
mind."
. e X

FOR THIS listener, “Su-
perstar’” brings out the
meaning of the prayer in
Gethsemane in a way never
felt before. The opera also
casts a different understand-
ing on Mary Magadalene and
Judas. It is almost instruc-
tional.

Some might object to Her~
od’s Song when he mocks
Christ with the invitation to
walk across his swimming
pool and *‘Feed my household
with this bread-you can do it
on your head..."”" But Herod is
deliberately mocking Jesus
to force an admission that He
is the Son of God.

‘The dialog in "Superstar?
is really an accurate descrip-
tion in Biblical history (Luke
23: 6-12) which reports “Noy
when Herod saw Jesus. he
was exceeding glad: for he
was a long time desirous to
see him, because he had
heard concerning him; and
he hoped to see some miracle
done by him.” And “‘And
Herod with his soldiers set
him at nought, and mocked
him...

THERE MAY be lines
within the rock opera which
may be objectionable, or
could be challenged on theo-
logical tenets. But the entire
piece should not be defended
but enjoyed. It is an experi-
ence especially timely for
Easter.

Some have criticized *'Su-
perstar’’ because it ends with
the crucifixion and does not
mention the resurrection,
thus being ouly half the
Easter story. Although the
resurrection is not specifi-
cally mentioned, the refer
eoce is there in the minds of
the listener during the quiet
musical ending.

“‘Superstar” ends with
Christ’s dramatic statement:
“‘Father into your hands 1
commend my spirit.”” .A
tengthy silence follows and
then begins a quiet. medita-
tive musical piece which
forces the listener to finish in
his own mind the Easter
story.

It seems to me better for
the Easter story to enter the
minds of men than just b§
reduced to writing. Thi
Easter story can enter yous
mind in a new, exciting wa;
by listening to the origina]
sound track of *Jesus Christ
Superstar.” .

for the main
as every Lranslator of Lhe
Bible since it was first writ-
ten has used the language of
his day.

‘The original apostles were
rough, uneducated men who
used the vernacular of their
day. Thus, it is in entirely
good taste to have the char-
acters speak today's lan-
guage.

A few of the many exam-
ples are when Annas pro-
tests: “‘Listen to that howling
mob of blockheads in the
street! A trick or two with
lepers and the whole town's
on its feet.” Or Caiaphas’s
admission: “One thing I'll
say for him-Jesus is cool."”
And Caiaphas’s promise to
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