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Tigers’ Com

MOST VALUABLE in the series and in the hearts of Tiger fans

everywhere is Pitcher Mickey Loich who pitched and won three games,
including the big one after two days rest. in addition 1o the series cash,
Mickey will receive a new car for being voted most valuable by the wri-

ters covering the classic.

eback Greatest In Sports

Mickey Lolich, Jim Northrup . |

'Hailed For Outstanding Feats

By GEORGE MASKIN
Observer Sports Editar

I was the ONLY WAY it
could happen. . . .the Tigers
raliylig to win the World Ser-
les of baseball.

Al season the Tigers had
been coming back.

From April to September the
Tigers were staging raliles to

Forty times they won in the
Iate innings, when they elther
tralled or were tied,

It was no different in the
World Sertes,

The St. Louls Cards had the
Tigers on the ropes, St. Louls
led three games to one.

In game No, 4 the Cards took
a 3-0 lead in the first tnning,

The experts were ready to
write the Tigers off as ‘‘dead.”

They were making kidding
remarks about the Tigersneed-
ing the services of the mor-
tuary operators holding a con-
ventlon In Detroit.

ONLY TWICE before In Ser-
fes history had a team come
from a 1-3 deficit In the Series
to win it all,

The Tigers became the third
when they sewed up the 1968
World Champlonship in dra-
matic fashion Thursday by beat-
ing Bob Gibson, the invinctble,
and his Card teammates In the
seventh and decidinggame, 4-1.

Gibson had beaten the Tigers
twice before, He had set a per-
sonal strikeout record in the
Sertes.

‘Mayo Smith Stands As

Baseball’s Top Ga

By W. W EDGAR
Observer Roving Editor

His name didn’t appear in
any of the box scores. Hedldn't
make a single appearance at
bat. He didn’t catch a fly or
field a single grounder. But,
when [tcomes to selecting hero~
es of the World Serles you
cant overlook the performance
of Mayo Smith, the Tigers’ Man-
ager.

Whether it was by the In-
tultion gained by years of ex-
perfence or whether he was
playing hunches he has seemed
to make the right move at the
right time -- ever stace he
Jolned the Bengal forces -- and
now must be enjoytng the last
laugh at his critles.

What's mor2, he has endear-
ed himself to a skeptical base-~
ball town and richly deserves
the hosor of being named Man-
ager of the Year,

SELDOM, In the long his-
tory of baseball, has any man-
ager gambled with talent as
Mayo has In his two years at
the Tiger helm. Each time he
fust looked the critics in the
eye, sald nothing, and let re-
sults speak for themselves.

And of all his gambles, the
one that hit crities and even
thé loyal fans the hardest was
his decision to enter the im-
portant world series with a
centerflelder - Mickey Stanley
- at shortstop.

Howls went up throughout the
baseball world and there were
some who felt that it was al-
most an insult to the entire
American League.

But you know what happened.

Stanley performed so well
at shortstop that the switch
was forgotten almost complet-
ely after the first game.

Mayo had let 1t be known
that he made the switch ln
order to get another bat --
Al Kaline’s -- into the serles.
And who can say that he was
wrong, for Kaline has been the
man who came through in the
cluteh.

_ Even Mayo’s other moves in
the series have taken the fans
by surprise.

What other manager would
have left Mickey Lolich,light
batting pitcher, bat for himself
to lead off an inning late in
the game with the team one run
behind?

Mayo did just that in the
seventh [nning of the fifth game
and Mickey responded with a
single that started the winning
rally, And whose bat was itthat
rifled the blow to the outtield
that scored the winning runs? --
Al Kaline's.

. .

MAYO SCORED on all counts
-~ even though his moves were
against the long honored base-
ball practices.

And the manner In which
he handled the various person-
alities during the serles -- and
throughout the season -- has
been worthy of mention.

On a squad of 25 men -~ all

mbler

The Tigers had done almost
nothing agalnst his offerings,
And for six innings and two
outs in the seventh on Thurs-
day, 1t was the same story.
Then Norm Cash, the
everybody wanted to be traded
away early In the season, slam-
med a single, Willle Horton,
one of the most beloved of all
the Tigers all season, cracked
another hit. "
Two on, two out!
PP
JIM NORTHRUP was up,Now
he's a guy who thrives with
the bases loaded. He had hit
four grand-slams during the
season and No, 5 in the 13-1
romp the Tigers staged against
the Cards on Wednesday,
Northrup swung again, The
ball safled Into left-center, Curt

Flood slipped, but it probably
didn*t make any difference, as
he chased the ball, It went for
a triple, Detrolt had two runs,

Northrup scored a moment
later and the Tigers-added an-
other run in the ninth,

But these extra runs|were
academic, There was nothing
the Cards coud do agalnst
Mickey Lolich, who iike Gib~
son,was bidding for this third

victory in the Serfes,

And 1t was Lolfch, who ac-
complished the gem.

He was working withtwodays
of rest, but you'd never have
known it. .

‘The plans had been for Den-
ny McLain to work a seventh
game, If necessary, Mclain
hurled in No. © and won yery
handily in one of the Lize:
and wildest scoring games the

eager to piay and get the thrill

‘of performing In the world ser-

fes -- tuere are bound to be
man; conflicting personallties.
But Mayo took them, one at a
time, and kept them together
-~ even when things looked the
darkest.

First, there was the temper-
mental and puzzling Denny Me-

Thanks To A Club Tha

Lain, who protested after be-
Ing taken out of the opening
game -- and being humiliated
in front of the sellout gathering.
Next came Wiille Horton with
the same complaint -~ protest-
ing over belng taken out of the
ame.

Both times Mayo met the
protests like a father talking

By GEORGE MASKIN
Obscrver Sports Editor

It was 4:06 p.m. on the 10th of October in the

vear of 1968.

Bill Freehan squeezed a pop foul and the De-

troit area went wild.

The Tigers were b
“three years of waiting, of patience. of

Twenty

ascball’'s world champs.

1
suffering had ended for the greatest sports fans

to his sons. They relented and
each, in turn, remarked, “He's
the manager. I'll do what he
wants."”

Mayo may have many faults
-~ but none showed up in the
series.

He has been a most surpris-
ing man ever since he took
Continued on Next Sports Page

As they stood there, accepting the trophy from
Eckert, one’s thoughts had to drift back to a small
luncheon held in January last.

1t was a gathering held by the Baseball
Writers’ Association of Detroit with Maye
Smith as the No. 1 guest.

He said on that day the Tigers could win it.

Campbell and Fetzer agreed but none
went crazy with their predictions.

~If things go the way they shouid, we'll do it.”

¥ & LR 4

AGE MEANT NOTHING for rabid followers of the Bengals. Henry
Brown,-82, and John Blake, 94, both of Redford Township, had their
ears glued 1o a transistor radio during the championship game.

t Never Quit

Cards Again
More Drama
Than In’34-35

By W. W. EDGAR For only afew short weeks later

anywhere on the globe.
" "And o moment later, the TV screens flashed
Manager Mayo Smith, General Manager Jimmy
Campbell and Owner John Fetzer. as they stood
with Bascball Commissioner William Eckert to
receive the World Scries trophy.

“Ihe cameras weren't sharp enough to pick up
the moisture in the eyes of Campbell, Fetzer and
their manager.

THEY HAD SWEATED and worked harder
than anybody else to make this occasion possible.

o AT T RN
BIGGEST BAT was that wielded by Red
Township’s Jim Northrup. He's shown. belting

ford .

Campbell said.
“We have the tools."”

And the tools the Tigers had. They had the

guys . .

. they had the fighting ability . . .

they

had a never-say-die spirit.
THE TIGERS of 1968 have done wonders for

our community.

From what they accomplished. all.of us can

take a lesson.

Bleak as a situation may appear, il's possible

for brightness to result.

Do
his grand-sla

Thank vou, gentlemen of the Tigers!

mmer in Tiger Sta

] S
dium — then he
followed with game-winning triple Thursday.

Observer Roving Editor

Memories!

How they came flooding down
through' the sands of time last
Thursday afternoon when Bill
Freehan clutched the ball for
the final out down in Busch
stadium fn St. Louis--a play
that sealed the doom of the
Cardinals and made the Tigers
the Champlons of the World.

Watching them on the TV
tube as they came howling and
shouting into their dressing
room, memory wiped away the
mist of years and it wasn’t
Mickey Lolich, Denny McLain,
Bill Freehan, Jim Northrupand
the rest we saw.

Instead it was Mickey Coch=
rane, Goose Goslin, Tommy
Bridges, Charlle Gehringer,
Schoolboy Rowe, and Billy Row
gell, stamping and shouting and
literally taking the roof off thk
dressing room in old Navin
Fleld as they celebrated one of

the most dramatic victogtes of -

all time--a triumph over the
Chicago Cubs in 1935 that made
them the World Champions,
Strangely, it seemed fustlike
yesterday as these scenes out
of the past came into view aod
one could see again the portly
figure of old Frank Navin, then
the Tiger owner, standing in
the center of the wild melee,
tears streaming down his
cheeks, as he tried to voice
his thanks to the entire team.
PR

THROUGH THE YEARS came
the echo of his closing toast
when be sald, ““And we'llbeback
next year to do it agatn.”
Ironically, he never lived to
see the team play another game.

TOWN & COUNTRY.

. DGE
Grang River at Nina Mile Rd,
474-6750

he fell from Mhis horse and
suffered the injuries that caus-
ed his death.

To those of us, however, who
were fortunate enough to lovk
on ip the final game, the sight
will live forever, For there
never was a more dramulic
inning in baseball, And i was
Tommy Bridges, thie tiniest
‘Tiger of them all who provided
the biggest thrill,

wWith the Tigers needing one
more victory the score was
tled in the ninth when stan
Hack, one of the Cubs best
hitters, opened with a triple,
Things looked dark, but *‘Llttle
Tee From Tennessee,” the
fans’ affectionate name for
Bridges, turned in one of the
great clutch pitching performe
ances in World Series history,
to retire the side scoreless,

Cochrane, his catcher and
manager, often stated in later
years that Tommy ‘threw his
heart at the Cubs.””

PO

WITH THAT CLUTCH pltch~
ing to inspire them, the Tigers
came on to win in the ninth
W Cochrane got on base
and"was In a position to score
the winnlng run on Goose Gosw
Un's ¢rhandie hit,” a blow that
turned the stadium into a seaof
screaming fans and a celebra-
tion the Uke of which hadn't
been seen before,

1t was the Tigers first world
championship in modern base-
bzll and the entire state went
wild as Detroit took the first
step toward becoming The City
Continued to Next Sports Page
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