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HERE ARE plenty of
antl-drug activitles
planned for October —~

substance abuse aware-
ness month In the Farmington
area - and students and staff at
Thomas Beahan Junlor High
School in Farmington don't intend
to be Jeft out.

ribbons — the “yes to life - no to
drugs”. symbol ~ and ribbons
will be aflxed Lo windows, posts
and trees around the schoo) on
Power Road north of Shlawassce.

Student posters to relterate the
antl-drug theme wili grace the
walls. Videos and ‘drama wlil be
used in the classrooms to convey
the message further.

A rap contest is in the works
and a red bulb planting day is on
the agenda. A “Red Day
being planned.to confirm thelr
commitment.

ABDIN PARK Mcthodist
Church has found  a

They'l) be wearlng their red

lLl 1991 92 muslc scriw
on Sunday, Oct. 6.

+The-DIlios~Brass, &

ber musleal group, will perform

__jat 7 p af at_the |
church, 29887 W. Il Mlle nesc

Mlddlebelt. Tickets are $7° for

adulls, $5 for students, senior citle
zens apdAirbups of 10 or more, A
recepfdon” will follow the pro-

gram, Chlld care will be avall-
able. For more Infermatlon, catl
$76-8860.

It wlll be on’Saturday,
Oct. 26, when the second-annual
Klds® Kamivnl gets under way.

Some of activitles: face palat-
ing, cake walk, art contest,
“games; Tarot tard reading, draw-*
. ings, live muslc and pony rldes.

As a follow-up to Fire Preven-
tion Week, the Farmington Public
Safety Department wlil have rep-
resentatives on hand {0 discuss
safely and fire preventlon with
the children. Public safety offi-
cers will be avallable to flnger-
print children as a method of
_identifying them should the need |
arlse.

The Uptown Farmington Cen-
ter Is.on the north side of Grand
River just southeast of Jowntown
Farmington.

HERE IS a symphony or-
chestra based in Farm-
ington Hills, and It's

called Group du jour.
Conducted by Xaren Nixen, a for-
mer [freclance horn player, the
orchestra s made up of musi-
clans from across the metropoli-
tan area.

Group du jour opens fts season
at 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 25,-at the
Mercy Conlerence Ccmcr on i1
Mile Road. On the blll: Tehaikov-
sky's Symphony No. 5, Mozart’s
Symphony No. 23 and Stravin.
sky's “Flreblrd Suite.”

g EY KIDS . . .Jt’s carniy
val time at the Uptown |
Farmington Center, or

By Casey Hens
staff writer

Farmington schools’ outdoor sel-
ence education program for fifth
graders has come home to roost in
Heritage Park.

In previous years, students were
bused to an outdoor center in
Walled Lake for thelr daylong ex-
perience with the outdoors and les-
sons tn nature. Both science profes..
slonals in’ the schools and cily offi-
clals are pleased to see the
- Farmington Publle School District

Heritage, on Farmington Road be-
tween *10 Mile and 11 Mile in
Farmington Hills.

make use of a local resource like®

Kenbrook fitth grader Eclc Masters dries the d d
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City, center
smooth out
role conflict

By Joanne Mallazewsk!
slalf writer

Farmington-Farmington Hills
Community Center and Farmington-
Hms parks and recreation officials

to sort.out duplicatlon
lhal has the potential of eroding the
center’s finances.
“I don't think it {s thelr intent to
put us out of business,” center presi-
dent Ben Marks sald of the city's
parks and recreatlon dlvislon, which
offers classes and activities similar
to the center’s.

Former center executlve dlrector

surp! 8] and Dan Potter,
Farmington Hills' ial service di-
rector, when they read a story about

her Impcmﬂng resignation In the Qb- .

server Sept. 5.

Plaff sald the center has struggled
te offer tnnovative [deas only (o see
them offered elsewhere by the clty,
"A lot of what we offer Is belng tak-
en from us. We're continually at
‘odds,” Pfaff said.

The center, Pfaff sald, has otfered
innovative muslc classes, workshops
and ereative camps. “A lot of what
we have done here as new fdeas, one
after the other becomes the idea of

MARKS SAYS he belicves any du-

‘f don’t think it is their
intent to put us out of
businesg.”
— Beg Marks
community center
president

plication In courses and activities Is
the result “of a breakdown In com-
munlcations. They {the clty) say
they're cooperative and amenable
not to have class duplication.”

Potter agreed and said he recog:
nizes concern about possible duplica-
tlon. But the parks and recreation
staff sent coples of the clty's pro-
grams to the center. “We've never
received in recent months anything
that there was a problem with any-
thing we were dolng,” be said.

On the other hand, Patter sald,
some programs offered by both the
clty ‘and the center have full regis-
tratlon, whichymeans there's cnough
of a need to aMdw both organizations
to otfer these particular activitles.

The Council of Community Res”
sources, an umbrella group of organ-
izatlons that offer programming in
the Farmington arca, mects regular-

others.” she sald, Plaff sald she was Iy to malntain communleations and
upset with the competition. monitor duplication of services an
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SHARON LeMIEUX/staff photographer

pH paper as he teats pond water and-drinking the day at tho Far
walnr at Herllauo Park as part of his school's about everything from acld rain to hablml.

Kids, smence meet at park

Plus, the change will save the
school distrlet money in transpor-
tation, give students more on-site
time to explore and learn, and of-
fers more flexibllity for schedu-
ling, sald selence coordinator and
consultant, Kathy McAdaragh.

*I can see all kinds of possibill-
tics down the road — once the
schools get out there and see what
they have,” McAdaragh sald. "We
hope It wlll broaden into a commu-

* nity educatlon as well.”

She sald selence educators will
encourage students to bring their
parents back for a second visit, en-
hanclng thelr learnlng.

KENBROOK . ELEMENTARY

rogram. spend
Hills park, |

f1fth graders were the first ones to

try out the new program on Sept.
27. At Heritage, they walked a
“sensory trall” where they learned
how to better use thelr senses, test-
od the arca for acld rain, learned
about habltats and trees and took
the river trail challenge.

Sclence consultants Doug Cooper
and Carol Hachlinski used various
areas of the park along already cs-
tablished tralls, so students got a
good overall look nt the park as

Sludcnu from Becchview, Wood
Creek and Larkshire elementary
schools wlll experience their out-._
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Fire preventlon week Oct. 6-12

[ See Community Corner,
__pagedA

By Joanne Mallezewsk|
stalf writer

Seriously. If therc were a firc In
your house, would you know how to
save yourself and your family?

"You don't have to have a fire In

Parents ObjeCt tO

program

By Cosey Hana _
stotf wrltor

The consolidation of two special
cducatlon classrooms at William
Grace Elementary has a group of
parents concerned that thelr chll-
dren are not getting proper services.

School officlals say they are dolng
the best they can with budget paring
and reduced classroom space, and
that the one classroom at Grace stitt
exceeds state speclal cducation re-
quirements,

Because of the parent concerns,
however, they are taking measures
1o re-assess some students who could
move into another program.

Speaklng for “several” William
Grace families, parent Erle Rosen.
berg tald the school board recently
the classroom situation was “ungo-
vernable” -and asked the board to
take actlon. Rosenberg has an 11-
year-old daughter attending the pro-
gram for the emotlonally mentally
impaired. R

1 am begging the school district
1o take a look at the situation,” sald
Rosenberg, who clted concerns with
the age range of students and that
there are more students In the room
than In previous years. “The best
schoo! district, a finc teacher and a
fine paraprofessional . . . isn't golng
to change the fact that class at Wil-

paring

ljam Geace is ungovernable.

“Until funding is straightencd out
for publlc schools . . . let’s not lose
these kids in the meantime.”

SPECIAL EDUCATION director
Jan Richards said she understands
the parent concerns, but that
changes in funding and space in the
district had' caused the district to
tighten up the program over the past |
few years.

Richards said Tuesday she will
recommend that several students in
the program be re-evaluated, and
possibly placed in a program for
trainable mentally impaired stu-
dents at Kenbrook, where there are
fewer students:®
*“Parents got used 10 a program
that far cxceeded state reguire-
ments,” she sald. “I could not,-in

- good- consclence, recommend that .

we keep that (second) classroom
open.” Richards said her decision
was based on the small number of
students left In the classes and the
budget cuts facing the district.
Several years ago, there were two
EMI classrooms at William Grace,
cne at Wood Creek Elementary and
another at Fairview Early Childhood
Center. Space restrictions In 1989-90
prompied the district to stop taking
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