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Concert echoes
musical heritage,

—dance of Ireland__}

By M.B. Dillon
statf writer

WENTY OF Ireland's most
acclaimed iraditional sing-
ers, musicians, dancers
and storytellers ranging in

age from 18 to 60 arc coming to De-
roit on an 18-city tour through the
United States and Canada.

“Jigs, hornpipes, polkas and reels,
as well as the sounds of harps, fid-
dles, tin whistles, banjos, flutes and
uileann pipes, await Comhaltas Ceol-
tolri Eireann concert-goers. The
show is set for 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 5, at Mercy College’s MacCau-

" ley Auditorium, 8200 W, Quter Drive
In Detroit,

The concert wilt offer a glimpse of
the real Ireland “and the authentic
traditions of the Irish, as practiced
In their homes for centuries,” said
event co-chair Dan O'Kennedy of
Livonta. “They perform with

-.panache, vitality ‘and professiopals

m

COMUHALTAS “IS inviting people
back to their roots,” he said. "Their
traditions are iherc. The music,

. dance and song that came from the
Irish and the Scots really and truly
brought about old Kentucky blue-
grass.”

Gaclic for Irish Musicfans Assocts
ation, Comhaltas . Eoltoiri Ericann

_Small roles expand actor’s talent

Performances of the Meadow
Brook Theatre production of “In-
herit the Wind” continué through
v Hhills. For

campus in R

— - ticket _infurn) call the box

office at 577.3300.

By Kealy Wygonik
stafd writer

With 30 people in the cast. an ac-
* tor could 'start tou feel a it
mous in “Inherit the Wind,
Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee
dramatization of the 1925 Scopes
“mornkey trial” in Teanpssee.

"Every time you da & role it ex-
pands- you,” sq Rirmingham .
Scaholm grad Richard: Schrot, 32,
who portrays a reporter for Heuters,
an inlernational news agency based
in Brjtain, and radio annvuncer. Har:. .
ry Y. Esterbrook.

=

in’concentration.
ory shiold o the

“TINS is a study
you're like-a ref
main chagacters.

The courtroom drama pits Booth
Colman, as Clarence Darrow (re-
named Henry Drummond i the
play) against the Bible-chanting pro-
secuting attorney, Williams Jennings
Bryan (renamed Matthew Farrison
Brady) portrayed by Arthor Beer

While the two battie over a teach-
er's right te teach Dan theory ul

-evolution, Schent embellishes the
scene — frantically taking notes as i
reporter, and after a quick 3tz min-
ule change, bringing radia an the
courtroom for the lirst e

“'was founded in 1851 In Ireland to
revive traditlonal Irish music, song
and dance with emphasis on lan-
Ruage, recitation and llting.” sald
Q'Kennedy, a natlve of Clare.

- “We have €00 branches in [refand,
England, the U.S., Canada, Australla
and Europe, with competitions set
up In every country. There are 11

branches in the Midwest, Including * |

our Deiroit-Windsor-Toledo branch.”

Among the show’s headliners will
be All-Ireland fiddler Anne O'Connor
of Limerick, renowned for her inter-
pretation of Irish airs as well as for
her tradittonal playlng-of reels and
he has to be {ops in Treland,”
Kennedy,

sail

FIDDLER BRIAN Lavery of Der-
ry currently holds the Afll-Ircland
Sentor Fiddle title, one of the most
coveted awards in the world of tradl-
lianal music.

“He's also a first class dancer.
He's great,” sald O'Kennedy.

Dancer Carol Leavy, who' halls
{rom Louth; last year was named
Senior Ladies World Champion In
Irish dancing.

Other performers Include flutlst
Deirdre Havelin of Antrim; Dublin
piper Ivan Goff; concertina player
Micheal O Raghallaigh of Meath;
flulist Thomas Docrley of Dublin;
and singer Gerard McQuaid of
Moenaghan,

A group of Ireland’s most talented performera df traditional mu-
sic and dance will entertain at the Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Elreann

concert at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 5, at Mercy College’s Mac-

Also on the marquis will be accor-
gdlonist Liam Webster of Tipperary;
dancer Conrad McAuley of Derry,

Dublin dancers Ciara D'Arcy and

Rogan Honan; harpist Laolse Ni
Cheallaigh of Mayo: and singer Lena
Bn. Ui She from Cork.

ON TAP are anthems, a two-hand
iig, harp solo, and “A Scﬂpt to lhe

house down," O’Kennedy satd.

“Comhaltas literally means the
Irish Muslcians Assoclation, hul it's
much more than an i of

tsld:

Cauley Auditorium, 8200 W. Outer Drive. The entertalners were
photographed before leaving on their 18-city North American

tour their

people, who recognized that the trad.
itional expressions of Irish culture
were falling into disuse and were
being replaced by more modern

musiclans,” sald Des Devine of West-
land, longtime Comhaltas member
and host of WCAR radio’s Trish hour
on Sunday nights.

"It Incorporates a natlonal and in-

1970s" entitled Races &
Five Mile Chase.” There'll also be

{iddle solos, humorous poems, con- -

certina solos and an Easter Rising
commemoration.
* The show's finale "will bring the

said he watched reporters covering
presidential press conferences on
CNN news.

" He talked to oldor actars to get g carcer.” said Schrot. “Therc’s unl* |
feel for radio announcing in the late one time she got upset witl

1920s and carly 1930s:

of Irish peo-
ple and lovers of Irish culture to pre-
serve and promote traditlonal Irish
culture In all Its forms — musle,

forms of enter " added the
Irish-born Devine. “Our objective is
to ensure that this rich heritage is
passed from ‘ene generation to the
-next”

COMHALTAS WELCOMES visi-
tors to its headquarters in Monks.
town, Countly Dublin, where they're
extended a true “Cead Mile Fatlte”

song. dance, Janguage and art. It was~ — onc hundred thousand welcomes.

founded by a group of . farsighted

be closer to their {amilles. They
bought a house in White Lake.
"My wifc is very suppor: ﬁf{ my

was auditioning for a part In Chlcaxo
all-day. I-lost—track-of.

The Detroit branch, which claims

Y, Co. Dublin,

over 100 members, offcrs lessons
and mects regularly for musical
“sessions,” and events including the
Dec. 26 “Wren Dance.”

Admission is §12 per person and
$10 for children and retirees. Park-
ing In a Ht, guarded lot Is jree. Tick-
cts are available at Donovan's Cous-
try Store and Irish Imports in Farm-
Ington, at Irish Imports in Deatborn
and at the door. For more informa-
tipn, call 464-4119 or 288.3575.

For more information, call

Comhaltas president Breege Kelly a1
288-3575, or O'Kennedy, at 464-4119.

Richard Schrot, a graduate of
Birmingham Seaholm High
School, portrays a roporter
qnd radio announcer in “In-
hetit "the Wind™ "at "Meéadow
Brook Theatre.
“An actor has to know when it's
ttme to draw attention to himself,
and when it's time te step back, In
the play, | don't say very much, but
you see e observing the courtroom
seene, meticulously taking notes —
this is going to be on the front page.

“YOU SEE me in a slreet scene
hounding Brady 1o get Information
for my story. [1alk in a British ac-
cenl. IU's a huge event, this ts some-
thing serious, the world is watching.
[ have to look ke I'm a part of N."

To prepare for the role. Schrot
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This~is—the~tirst-time~a-public
event has ever been broadeast on the
radio,” said Schrot. *

“There’s a tremendous amount of
excitement in the courtroom. 1 come
on stage carrying a microphone. You

.hear me talking to my assistant, ask-
ing If the volume Is high cnough, §f
the microphone is positioned cor-
rectly, but you don't see him, he's off
stage. I talk in a deep voice, and cup
my hand over my car."”

TRAINED IN the classies, Schrot
said he has had some experience has
an announcer. “1 was the announcer
at our soccer and b ﬁkctb:\ll gamcs

“in hlgh‘snhqo!;‘*" -

The son of John and Eileen Schrot
of West Bloamfield, Richard _[s_one
ol 1§ children. Al) but two ljve in the
area. He earned his bachelor of fine
arts degree at Wayne State Unlversi.,
ty and recelved a scholarship to
study acting at Illinois State Univer-
sily.

After earning a master's degree
he went to work in Chicago and per-
‘fornied” with the Victory Garden
‘Fheatre, Raven- Theatre, Abdsolute
Theatee and dllinois Shakespeare
Festival

A year ago, he and his wife, Patty,
who grew up in Walled Lake and has
a career in restaurant management,
decided to move back to Michigan to

didn't think to call her. Flnn!ly. Igot
the part, I was 5o excited and called
her. ‘You can’t take that part,’ she
said. Why? “Because it's our wedding
day.” Of course she had a right to be
upset, but that was the only time.”

SINCE MOVING back to the area.
Schrot has not been without work,

*The pickings are slimmer in the |

Detrott area, I'm not ruling out mod-
cling, indusirial {ilms or commer-
clals. I have an agent and I've been
getting calls,” he said,

“Inherit the Wind" Is hls first pro-
duction as an Actor's Equity card
holder, {Actor's Equity Is the profes.
siondl "aclor's uhloh.) ~Schfof has
appeared in other productions at the
Meadow Brook Theatre lnckudlng "A

" Midstmmér Night's Dream,” “A

Christmas Can;l " -and "Bnrcloo! in
the Park.”

“I'M AT a point in my career
where 1 can choose where | want to

live and wark in the market 1 want .

1o work n. T also think you should
expand into otber markets,” said
Schrot. * Thave a ]ol of work todo in
this market.” .- -

When asked if hc Jspxrtd to bc {n
films or on tclevision, Schrot
taughed and said no.

“1 want to get up every morning,
have a cup of coffee, grab a newspa-
per and go to the theater.”
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Opera offering
Karisrud Productions of New York City will perform & ver-
“The Marriage of Figara” in English as
one of the events in the Cranbrook Music Guild's 40th soa-
san. The performance will take place at 4 p.m. Saturday,
School

and will be

foltlowed by a ltrolllng champagne buffet supper at 7 p.m.
Supper tickets are $35 each. For Intormation, call 751-2435.
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Oaland Unizeraty's
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The American chissic based on the 1925 Seopes “Monkew” trials

' Now through October 27
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