Editor's note: In the coming
weeks, as the Nov. 5 city council
. election draws near, the Observer
will be talking with candidates
and letting you know who they
are, what they think they can do
_Jor the city, and how they stand
on issues,

By Joanne Maliszewaki
statf writer

What you see Is what you gel.

That's how Farmington Hills City
Counctt candldate Joanne Smlth de-

bes herself. “T'can’t be pressured
by groups.” she sald, “And I can't be
in anyone’s pocket. I don't have any
private agenda, I am an honest and
open person.”

The 35-year Farmington Hills res-
ident’s jump into the political arcna
for a shot at one of four seats on the
elty council this year Isn‘t something
new for her. She's done it before. A
former councll member In 197579,
Smith also served In 1978 &% mayor
protem.

The polltical process lsa't her only

in city gove 3

You probably recognlze her name.
Most recently, she's served as chalr-
woman of the Farmington Hills

: Plannlng Commission tn 1980 and
. this year. She’s been on the commls-

slon since 1983, Beéfore that, she
served on the Zoning Board of
Appeals in the 19703,

“T've learned to Listen more,” said
Smith, 65, a therapist In the St. Vin-
cent & Sarah Fisher' Center Treat-
ment Foster Care Program.

Smith sald her involvement In city
government and particulariy her
role on the planning commlaslon has
taught her to ask perilnent questions

- and 1p balance the necds of the com-

munity when making a declsion.

“I'VE LEARNED to ask more per-
tInent Information of the experts and
the piblle. I don't have any private
agenda. [ have to go with what ex-
perts tell me, What I see. What 1
read.

“That is not to say we don't listen
to the people. But you have to say,
‘These are the reason why we do thls
~— for the benefit of the whole.
Sometimes residents next door to an
tssuc have the most cdmpelling rea-
son to be heard.”

Change |Is also somethlng Smith
sald she has no problem wlth. After
years on the planning commission,
she sald she knows that “ordinances
become more than something n a
book. It's living and growlng. When
It's not right, It's got ta be changed.”

Change, however, is also some-
thing Smith can do tn her own life.
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While her daughier — one of Smith's
flve children — studied for her mas-
ter's degree, so did Smith,

I had p goal, something I wanted
to do, 1 didn't just want to go to
class. I wanted to learn ang get good
marks and 1 g8id,” sajd Smith, who
received a master's in soclal work
from the Unlversity of Michigan In
1989, That degree led to her job at
St. Vincent & Sarah Fisher Center.

Her decislon 1o seck offlce was
alded in part by others who in the,
past few years contlnued to ask her
if she would run agaln. *It's good for
your ego." She correctly thought
there would be an open seat thls
year, she said. Councilwoman Jean
Fox [s not secking re-election.

SMITH ACKNOWLEDGED that
the city council in the past {ow years
has been baving problems. Referring
to the council meetings ~ as many
do — as "Monday Night at the
Fights,” Smith sald she believes it's
clear the council “seems to have a
difficult time making declsions. I'm

!
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‘{ can't be pressured by
groups. And [ can't be
in anyone's pocket. | .
don’t have any private
agenda. | am an honest.
and open person.’

. — Joaring Smith
Farmington Hils City ,

Council candidate

not sltting in those seats. So I don't
know what the problem is.

"The mayor this year has avolded
the bitterness of the previous year.
That's fine. I congratulate him. But

- someone has to grasp-the leadership
and take the better atmosphere and
let's get on with it. They haven't
done that,” she said, referring to bs-

“I'd probably say: ‘Let's have a
motlon. Let’s discuss this point, that
polnt.’ But no onc says that. Let's
make a decislon. People are afrald
to open a can of worms. [ can only
guess what’s going on.” |

In the next four years, Smith be-
leves the city should be concerned
wlith maintaining Its . quality ard

sues that were postp or bumped
back to the planning commission for
further study. ~

How would Smith handle the
meetings?

older areas — resi-
dentlal and commercial — of the
¢lty to avoid decline. “You never
stop growing. Growth is something
we all do. Farmington Hills has got

{0 get busy trying to avold that (stag-
natlon).” - H
SMITH ALSO wants to be a part
of improving communications and
with lhe F
Public Schools. “The schools are’
ours. I'm not sure we have addressed
bow we can work with the school
system. We bave one financial pocks
et.” i

Buytng land for parks and recre-
atjon is also on the top of Smith's list
of thlngs that must be done in the
city In the next four years. Having
grown up in Grand Rapids, Smith
sald she understands the value of
baving open space, .

Oificlals at the time belleved open
spaces in subdlvisions were ade-
quate. o .

Smith is running her own cam:
palj t Dennis Fitzgerald, chair-
man he Farmington Hills Parks
and Recreatlon Commission, Is her
honorary chajrman.

She is writlng her own campalgn
literature, walking door-to-door and
has put up lawn signs. The money to
pay for her campaign, Smith said, Is
coming from fund-raisers and her
cheeklng dccount.

“I represcnt all the people. I don’t
represent a subdivislon. My name I
in the phone book. Peaple can call. 1
have an answering machine. § will
st down with people.”

Forest fund-raiser helps
child’s wish come true

Students, staif*and parents at For-

est Elementary will help a child's

wishes come true this year,

‘We wanted to put
something back into
the ity that

As part of the
the school's 25th annlversary, the
parent-teacher  organization there
got Lnvolved with the Rainbow Cone
neetion, a Michlgan-based charily
dedicated to fulfllling the wishes of

“chronle and terminally ilt chitdren
.nges 3-18,

“We wanted to put something back
Into the community that has served
us so well," said Forest principal
Walt Jablonskl, who has been at Fikg
est for nearly 19 years,

"It was a wonderful way to start

of -

has served us so well.’
— Walt Jablonski
Forest principal

show host Marilyn Turner, honorary
chairwoman for the charity, was on
hand selting buttons that sald “For-
est Makes Wishes Come True.”

A total of $1,000 — proceeds from
the skating party, buiton sales and a
further donalion from the PTO —

off our 25th year,” said co-presldent | iy o o0 the wishes of one

—Linda-Kaplan—And-this-is—just-t|

beglnaing.”

A roller skating fund-ralsing party
was held Sept. 25 at the Bonaventure

hard to make their wish come true.

) “We picked this theme because we
liked the idea of our kids helping
other kids.”

The Rainbow Conncctlon is based
in Rochester Hills and grants at
least 80 wishes cach year. It was
founded six ycars ago by fermer
Oakland County Prosecutor L.
Brooks Patterson In memory of a
friend and two children of his who
were killed in a plane crash.

Many children and their famllies
have gone to Disncy World in Flori-
da, while olbers have requested trips
to sce their grandparents or other
family members, Often, children
from urban arcas want to go on‘a
northern Michigan vacation. One un-

all-school tund-raiser,

child from the arca.

“We asked that these funds be di-
cted to one recipient,” sald PTO

skating rink In Farmington Hills, resident Bonnle Murphy. “That

where students, parcnts and teach-
ers partlcipated. Even local TV talk

way, the <hild will know It was our
children at Forest who worked so

Usual Wish granled was o (CCmage
boy's request to have PASS, the all-
sports cable televislon channel In-
stalled on his television.

Information on the Rainbow Con-
nection ¢an be obtained by calling
651-1261.

ELISABETH

SPORTSWEAR

___ForestElomentary.third |

graders Katheryn Kerns (lefl)
and Gina Rey take a broak to
aharae 8 frozen cherry Coke
durlhg the all-school tund-
raiser at Bonaventure ekating
tink. Televislon talk show
=" host Marllyn Turner (below)
skates with Forest
Elementary students Brianno
Silberschetn (iett) and
Vanessa George at
Bonaventure skating cink in
Farmington Hills. The
students skated as a fund-
ralser for the Rainbow

o,
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a
group that makes wishes'
comae true tor 11 children.
Turner is honorary
chairwoman for.the group,
~
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Council candidate Stays out of pockets
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