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County roads said to need bucks, cooperation”

" By PatMurphy "
- statf writer

commisslon, " procesa for the Road Commission of
Buta with his finger on Onlhnd County Monday at the Novj

It’s going to take $1 blllion to meet
QOakland County’s road nceds o the

cording to the director of the road

Health care hearmg
on tap Friday in Troy

‘Troy will be the Detroit-area loca-
tion for a hearing on the cost and
avatlabillty of hcasmr'n'm at 1 p.m.
Friday at the Civic Center, 520 W.
Big Beaver Road.

‘This Is a change in schedule from
the previous Oct. 11 date,

The Legislature s considering
four bitls pertalning to the cost and
zvailability of health care. The sub-

-~ area continues its rapid growth, ac- -

the purse-strings says it will take Hilton. About 150 people, mostly
something elsc-as well — coopera-  representatives of the cqunlya 81
tion. communities, attended,

These assessments were made at There were no surprises from
the Xickofi of a strategic planning road commission director John' L.
Grubba, who said the ‘exiating road
system is'in jeopardy — malnly be-

plosion,” Grubba sald. “The road
system ls ol great risk of breaking
own.
““There Is no way a §64 milllon an-

‘nual budget can {ix a $1 bitllon-plus

problem.”

+S. Rep. Bob Carr, whose 8th Dis-
trict stretches from Pontlac to East
Lansing. ngmd that bulld.lng and

cause of the area’s growth
and prosperity.

Unless the state Leglslature and
Oakland County come up with more
money to help fund required Im-
provements, sald Grubba, “We are

committee for consideratlon by the :Ll;zk of choking on our own suc-

.Legislature later this fail.

Anyone wanting to testify a
hearing Is asked to notlty Moll liull
commiltee clerk, by calling (517}
373.6920. Speakers are limited to
three minutes.

Residents can also submit written
1cstimony at the hearing or by-mall-
ing it to the office of Sen, Willlam

Grubba sald $1 billlon wlil be
nceded to meet the county’s road and
highway needs. An important first
sicp would be a 15 percent Increase
In revenue.

“THE QOAKLAND COUNTY road
system eannot handle the traffic ex-
~

roads will be
But it's also going to take coordina-
tion and cooperalion If the area
hopes to get federal funding.

“Rather than local officlals ap-
proaching me piecemeal about thelr
indlvidual needs, we should work to-
gether to identily those (mutual) cor-
ridors of epportunity,” sald Carr, a
Democrat. .

We must achjeve the highest “effi-
clency of traffic flow, with the
greatest potential for economic de-
velopment,” he continued, “with the
least adverse affect on the surround-
ing communlties and environment.” .

As an eumple of the kinds of
projects that will likely get federal
assistance in the future, Carr pointed
to the expanslon of M-59 from about
175 westward. That's a project that
can beneflt two countles {Oakland
and Livingston) and numerous indi-
vidual communities. .

As another example of the kind of
project tikely to get federal assist-
ance, Carr polnied to the effort to
computérize 28 Lraffic signals along
Rochester and Blg Beaver roads In
Troy.

THAT COMPUTERIZATION —

1o begin later thls month — is for the -
+ so-called smart highway system de-

signed tospeed the (low of trafflc

with advanced plannlng and man-
agement.

Carr i3 vice chalrman of the house
transportation appropiidtions sub-
committee that has eartmarked $10
miltlon for a pllot project in Troy. If
that project is successful, omcuu
plan to expand it throvghout Oak-
land County, at an anticlpated cost
of about $70 million.

Carr’s comments were significant.
according to Lawrence E. Littman, a
Troy resldent who is chairman of the
road commission.

*“He's given us the formula for get-
tng federal dollars,” sald Littman.
“He's saying to put aside parochial
interests, put aside petty politles and
work together. That's significant™
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