Board sets limits on public in-pUt

By Tim Smith
stalf writer

from residents at" West
Blwmﬁeld School Board meetinga Is
valued, but they won't be given free
rein at the microphone. -

According to an amended audl-
ence participation policy, Introduced
at Monday night’s board meeting,
someone wishing to speak on educa-
tion-related toplcs in most cases will
be glven up to [lve minutes.

That atlotment for audlence par-
ticipation followed some board dls-

“It's important l(':r us to acoept
the fact {that) what we sce as & pet-
sonal attack. . ta connected wi

our ptdurmmoe then it's not & pcr N

sonal attack,” Stewart said.

At a recent board meeting, resi-
dent Louls Kondur read a statement
on behalf of a township senior citl-
zens group that sald “constructive
oplnions are not welcome or encour-
aged unless thelr comments are
flattering lo the superintendent and
the board.”

‘The only thing we ask
Is that what (residents)
are speaking about be
germane to the
operation of the :
district or the board.”
— Jeflrey Stewarl
board member

in what he
o

cusslon between author
Jeffrey Stewart and other trustees
about how long residents can ad-
dress the board.

In the first draft of the polley,

“Our intent h Lu enmurage ludi-

asa
nal policy, Stewart also
up to 30 minutes of regular meetings
{or public questions and comments;
Monday's meeting had two 20-miln-

Stewart Intended o peg

comment time at three minutes in.”

stead of the current range of 2.5
minutes.

“The only thing we ask ls that
what (residents) are speaking about
be germane to the operatlon of the
district or the board,” Stewart said.

STEWART ALSO indicated that
such comments can be critlcal of the
board or school district.

Crosstalk program wins international award.

A business/school partnership
program involving Farmingtdn Pub-
lic Schools students has won a Sllver
Quill Award from the International

of Business C
t the-first-ti d

ute audience par
one each near the beginnlng and end
of the agenda.

“WHETHER ITS three or five
minutes, it's not critical,” Stewart
sald. “The tme lmit can be extend-
ed by the chalr person (president
Dede Andreac) without a vote of the
board as long as the next person gets
the same amount.”

Ageecing after the meeilng was

Chevrolet-Pontlac-GM  of Canada
and an award-winning Odyssey of
the Mind team from Harrlson and
North Farmington high schools.

: Th rt-of-a-GM-{

par
“'As long as there's leeway (mm lhe
chalr Lo permit “appropriate com-
ments there won't be a problem.” He
added that five minutes is adequate
for “average citlzens.”" .

But trustee Bruce Tobin sald the
time for indtvidusl comments should
be flexible, because some speakers
may not be able to make their polnts
clearly and quickly,

“I fee) quite strongly that the pub-
llc should be encouraged to partlei-
pate,” Tobln said. “Some may not be
articulate and might stumble with
words.”

storming scsslon similar to one that

ANOTHER WAY to address the
limitation s to bave puﬂdpanu put
on (forms) before hand “how long
they’re golng to need,” Tobin sald.

Because there would be 30 min-
utes allocated for audience partici-
patlon, Tobln suggested . that the

- length of someone's comments be

determined by how many people fiit
out forms to speak to the board. Only
Kondur spoke at Monday's meeting.

But Stewart sald he dldn't think
that would be the solution.

“Ia there anybody at this table
who wants to Invite one person to
speak for half an hour if nobody else
wants to talk? I think that's ludi-
crous,” Stewart said.

Stewart sald those who know they

might want to make a lengthy pres-
entation should either deal with their
concerns adminlstratively or request
;;. slot on the regular meeting agen-

A second pollcy amendment - on

““communication between the school

dlstrict and public, includlog media
— also was introduced at the meet-
ing. Additlonal board readings of
both policles are required for them
to become official.

studénts do creative problem-solving
Ina team

'ﬁcﬁl be used at an OM

e students won the competition,
garnering 76 points with the GM en-
gincers taking only 31.

Also in June, the students present-
ed thelr winnlng Omer’s Buggy Lite
project, for which members were de-

lared-flrst-in the state Lo thel

has honored a public uhnel system.
‘The award was glven for a one-

day competitlon last June between

engincers from  Geoeral Motors'

pal
rum called Croastalk, which regular-
ly brings cutsiders to the GM Tech
Center to offer a fresh perspective
on the latest business fssues. In It,
the tcams did a spontanecus braln-
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The Jupe session with the OM
team was the last in a four-part se-
tles recognizing the growling impor-
tance of creativity in the workplace.
The OM program is designed to help

gory in the OM competition. The sev-

en students englncered o working ve- -

hlele for under $75 and designed a
ch{eauvc kit In which to use the ve-
cle.
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‘Meetings address
year-round school.

A uau of' meetings has been

scheduled to get community reac-.

tion to the concept of giving stu-
dents an option of golng to school
year-round in the Farmington Pub-
Uc Schools.

School board members directed
the school adminlstration to study
the idea during the past year,
as a cboice for the community and
as a way to help alleviate some

esday,
VElemenury 489-3678.

dents have the same 180 days of
school, but with 12 weeks of vaca-
tion divided into four, three-week
segments throughout the calendar

year.

Meetlngs have been scheduled to
both present information to and get
feedback from Lhe commuaity. Al

® Thursday, Oct. 24, at Hillside’
y, 439-3773.

overcrowding. A malling with
some pi Y was
malled to al} elementary familles

In September.

Conducting the meetings will be
an appointed Year-Round Educa-
tion Committee composed of par-
ents and

© Monday, Oct. 28, at Kmbml
Elementary, 189-371 l

@ Tuesday, Oct. 29, at anl
Elemenury, m 3688,

e Monday, Nov. 4, at Wood

teachers, principals and two cen-
tral offlce adminlstrators.
School/community relations di-

rector Pamela O'Malley sald the-

Idea ts curreatly being studled for
elementary schools only.
In a year-round program, stu-

Creck E! 'y, 489-3755.

o Thuraday, Nov. 7,
Larkahire Elementary, 485-. 722,

Chlld care will be available for
children age 3 and older; those tn-
terested should contact the respec-
tive school where the meeting is
belng held Lo register.
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ORCHARD-w glvn you 108% mare on all {cents off) manutacturer's
Inctud]

50¢-face-valusAll coupons S0¢.oz lower.
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October &, 1991.

Hamburger from

Bargain Days

FEEL WARM WITHOUT

FEELING
THE HEAT
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NATURAL 6AS HOLDS
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HEATING & COOLING
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[ oeqant }
5 YEAR WARRANTY m

WITH PURCHASE OF DELUXE UNIT

476-7022

19140 FARMINGTON RD.
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SUBURBS SINCE 1954"

Dryont acturdl gas fumaces will
keep your home comfortably
WOm without burning you with
high Moﬂnq o repoit bills For
dependable, offordoble
dimate mmoi P
funaces ore the Kieal choice.
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& Doors Today

Window & Door
"Clinic
Saturday

October 5th
10:00 a.m.

EN A Certificd 7&‘% Contractor

will téach you how to
install them yourself.,

¢ Find Out What's New in Windows

& Exciting New Innovations in
Glass Technology

# Drawings for Prizcs
® Spccial Discounts on Low-E Glass

The Pella Window Storé
West Bloomfield
2000 Haggerty Rd. + 669-0440
Livonia
33611 Plymouth Rd.
458-8060 -
Call to reserve your apace.

Free Service for Do It Yourselfers: i

Well measure your window
opmlngx for "FREE*

422-8088
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5 LBS. OR MORE

*1.49

Under 5 1bs... *1.79 B
Save 50¢ LB.

U.S. #1 Genuine

'31.59

COKE

Products
2 Liter Bottles

99 $ + Dep.

12 Pack Cans

. 330 19 + Dep.

- 89°¢

10-12 oz. Can -

: m\é

) Country Fresh .
2% -or SKIM
MILK

41,79 Il




