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- :;He* injects Iife into his words |

By Larry G'Connor
statt writer - !

Man" and “I Feel the Same.” He's

~ garnered mpect mainly through the

" Chris Smither’s crait has always
been known among hls songwriting
peers. But a bill with neon
.lights 1s nceded o pet his tal-
enls 1o the general publle.

- Hls voice Is resonant, conveying a
variety of blues- lnsp!red emotlon
and rellective timber. Smither’s gen-
lus, though, lics [n the scemlingly ef-
IOr!lw {lnger-plcking style of gui-

Hls lyrics are Injected with life
amid the Jaunty inflections supplied
by gultar. The words to his songs al-
most scem to bounce when Smither

performs,
“I do llke to think the two (gultar
:and lyrics) are well mixed,” said
Smither, who performs Saturday,
Oct. 12, at Blrmingham Unitarian
\Church aa part of the La Casa Folk
Musle Serles, “Guitar comes easler
to me. I usually have the gultar or-
chestrallon down well before the lyr-
les . , . I agonize over the lyrics for
the most part.
“In a way, the gultar Is a smooth
. .way to lurc you into that, sort of a
way to slip you into the song. In a
way, the songs sound similar in the
beglnning . . . It's a seduction.”

IN ADDITION to folk audlences
around the country, Smither’s music
has seduced people ke Bonnle Ralit
who recorded both "Love You Like a

efforts of live perfor-
-mances and from bis

The arduous songwriting process
Smither endures could help explaln a

recording career that has only in-

cluded flve albums since 1970. He
also did an ntbum that was never re-
Jeased,

His latest LP, “Another Way to
Find You,” (Flying Fish) was record-
od in the stadlo with a live audlence.

The 13-s0ng effort reveals all the
hallmarks of Smither’s ability to
convey contradiction and desolation
50 eloquently. “A Song for Susan” s
one of the most wrought with emo-
tlon, dedlcated to his common-law
wife Susan Metzger ®who dled two
yearsago, -

Smither pours out his soul in the
!ifde’r lnc«:uxllc number, chronicling
all of

The transplanted Southern singer
stayed in touch with his roots, even ll '
he didn't reallze it.

ONLY recently that I be-
came aware of how much New Or-
leans has affected me,” be sald. “I
always bad people, tell me before
they could bear it in my work.

“I think it's been in the last four or
{lve years. New Qrleans music and
musicians have received so much at-
tcnﬁon recent]y. 1 listen to the music

like the Subdudes and . say,
'Yeah that's the way to do it.”

On his next album, Smither said
he'd llke to work with rh; sec-
tion in order to develop a blgger
sound. “I would Ilke to do an acous-
tic album that will make me sound
10 feet tall.” :

Also, like many ainger/

and
. ment, The first fcw verses of the

number were writien when he flrst
met her. The latter part was penned
slx months after ber death.

The conclud[ng lyms leave a
Tuemp in a person’s Lhroa

“l belleve in plenty al nothlng/
Nothing s always In thls room, but I
don't need nothing/I've got nothing
here without you.”

Many of Smither’s numbers are
from personat experiences. Early in
his carcer, he moved from New Or-
Ieans to the brimming folk scene on
the East Coast,

anything for any extended period of
—tmi

Bryan Harvey and Johnny -Hotlt, who 1ouded he House of
Freaks five years ago, decided to add guitarist vae McCar-
- ~-thay and bassist Bob Rupe to their jineup.

IN CONCERT

, Smither wouldn't mind
a llitle more in the way of commer-
clal success. A major -label deal
would help in that pursuit, but he’s
very realistle.

“They tend to shy away from solo
guitarists for some reasons,” he sald.
I know the reason: Radio won't play
them.”

Chris Smither will perform 8:30
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 12, at Bir-
mingham Unitarian Church, 851
N. Woodward. Tickets are $10.
For information, cali 540-9031.

House of

‘Then there were four.
Of course, this tried-znd-true for-

people were making a blgger deal of
that {being a two-man band) than the
music. We'd hear things ke,
you're not bad .for a two-man
band.

Hest assured, though, the House of
Freaks dldn't add” guitarist Steve

——McCarthey,formerly vf—the~Long

The Richmond, Va., outflt made a
symphony of racket wllh Just a gul-
tarist and a2 drummer and gathered
a legion of followers along the way,

Those familiar with the band
know gultarist/voeallst Bryan Har-
vey and percusslonist Johnny Hott
have never been too content with

And five years of just belng a
twosome grew kind of gruelsome.

“It almost became a parody,” sald
Harvey, who's group rolls Inta Indus-

- try In Pontiac Thursday, Oct. 10, to

suppon of their major label relcase
~‘Cakewalk” {Glant). “We felt -

Ryders, and bassist Bob Rupe, for-
merly of the Sllos, just because of a
few off-handed remarks made by
members of the record-buying pub-
llc. This outfit has been more about
3sound manlpulation than commer-
cial capitulation.

Evidenced by three eracking LPs,
two of which were distributed by
Rbino Records “Monkey on a Chaln

ang=—and—Tantilia:*—And—o!
course, the recently released “Cake-
walk” on the Warner Bros. subsldi-
ary Glant.

DOREDOM HAS always been the
catalyst for Harvey and Hott, who
attack-all-tho-proyiously. held. theo..

® JOHNNY WITH AN EYE

Mouday, Oct. 7 — Johany wilh an Eye
will perform at Rick's Cate, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For Information, call $96-
. 17‘7

.® KENNY NEAL

*® Tucsday, Oct. 8 — Kenny Neat il
-perform at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
ZArber For Informaticn, call 996-2747.

. ® THE WONDERSTUFF

Wednesday, Oct. § — The Wonderstuli
+will perform with guests, The Miitown
Brothers, at St. Andrew's Hall, 431 E.
Congress, Detrait. For ln!emmim call
961-MELT.

m«am. Oct, § — MOD, wil per.
“lorrn at Rk’ Cafe. 611 Church, Ann Ar-
" bor. For information, call 996-2747.

‘e THECYNICS

* Wednesday, Oct, 9 — The Cynics will
- perfarm with guests, Gone In 60 Seconds,
“ai the Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor,
«For Informatlon, call 996-3555.

@ TRINIDAD YRIPOLI STEEL BAND
Thursday, Oct. 10 — Trinidad Tripoll

Steel Band will perform at Rick's Cafe,

-611 Church, Ann Arbor. For

® FLOORS®

Friday, Oct. 11 — Floor 9 will perform
with guests, Chapter, at the Hamtramck
Pub, 2048 Canil, off of 1.75.

® CHISEL BROTHERS

Friday aod Satarday, Oct, 1112 —
Chisel Brolhers wlll perjorm at Moby's
Dicks, 5452 Schaefer Road, north of
Michigan Avence, Dearborn. For Infor-
mallon, call $81-3650,

® BIG DAVE AND 'I'NE ULTRASONICS

Friday, Oct. 11 = Big Dave and the
Ulirasonica will perform at Rick's Cafe,
411 Church, Ann Arbor, For 1nlormlllon.
ca)l 996.2747,

® REGULAR BOYS
Friday and Satordsy, Oct. 11:12 —

. Regular Bays wlill perform wilh guests,
Crow Bar Hotel, at Sully's, 4758 Green-" ~

field, north of Michigan Avenue, Dear-
born. For information, call 846-1920.

® THE INCURABLES

Friday and Satorday, Oct. 11-12'— The
Incurables will perform ai_Ashley's on
ihe Strip, Telegeaph Road, north of Joy
Road, Redford. For information, call 721+
1622,

® MENTALL

Lcall 996-2747.

‘@ PAMELA WISE QUINTET

Thorsday through Seaday, Oct, 10.13
= Pamela Wise Quintet will perform at
Baker's Keyboard Lounge, Livernois and
“Eight Mile, Detroit. For Information, call
'864:1200 or 864-1201,

& SOUTHGOING ZAK

Thursday, Oct. 10 - Southgoing Zak
will pertorm @t the Blind Pig, 208 S.
-First, Ann Arbor
496-8555.

¢, For Informatlon, call

Friday, Oct. It ~ Mental Landscape

_ perform at the Blind Pig, 200 S. First,

Ann Arbor. For Inlomullon, call bge-
8535,

@ TREMOR WEEXEND

Friday aod Satorday, Oct. 1112 —
Tremor Weekend will feature 15 local
bands at Paychecks Lounge, 2037 Canlif,
Hamtramek. On Friday, 3-D Invisibles,
Inslde Out, Happy Accidents, Volebeats,
Soul Statlon, Cuppa Joe and Cbunky
Seeds. On Saturday, See Dick Run,
Strange Bedfellows, Karen Monster,
ClnecydeKaren Monster, Bigger Than
Mass, Shouting Clud, Blue N ind
Weeping Rachel. For mhﬁﬁ‘:—:.u
B74-0254.

@ THE DOPES

Satarday, Oct. 12 — The Dopes will
perform with guest, Those Who Dream,
at-the Hamtramek Pub, 2048 Caniff, OH -
of 175,

® BOP HARVEY
Saturday, Oct. 12 — Bop Harvey will
perform at Rick’s Cale, 811 Church, Ann

Arboc. For [nformatlon, call 996-2747.

® MARC FALCONBERRY

Saturday, Oct. 12 — Mare Falconberry
will perforyn at the Station Lounge, 32413
Michigan Ave, west of Merriman Road,
Wayne. For Information, call 721-3860.

® MONKS OF DOOM

Satarday, Oct, 12 — Monks of Doom
will perform at the Blind Plg, 208 5.
First, Ann Arbor. For Informalion, call
936-8555.

® FLYIN' BAUCERS

Satarday, Oct. 13 — Flyin' ‘Saucers
will Ptl’farm at Finney's Pub, 3963 Wood-
ward, Detroil. For informatlon, call 83t-
2070.

@ UNCLE JEBSIE AND 20TH 8TREET ...

BLUES BAND

Satarday, Oct, 12 — Uncle Jessie and
the 29th Street Blues Band will perform
at The Attic, 11667 Jos Campan, Ham-
tramck. For Information, call 365-4194.

TREASURES

will perform with guests,
Iead, at Finney's Pub, 3983 Woodwazd,
Detrolt. For information, ¢al) 831-8070,

® NIRVANA

Friday, Oct. J1 —~ Nirvana will per-
form with guests, Urge Overkill, a1 St.
Andrew’s Hall, 431 E. Congress, Detroit.
Tickets are $3.50 In advaneggFor Infor-
matlon, calt #51-MELT.

@ SUN MEBSENGERR
Friday, Oct. 11 — Sun Measengers will

Nirvana will
perform  with
gueats, Urge
Overkill, at St.
Androw's Hall
in Detrolt Fri-
day, Oct.11.

™
Mnnmsuwuu
AL COULECTI

GREATER

Mrcbiqan Mlnemlog,fcal Society’s

GEM & MINERAL SHOW

. October 12, 12, 13,1991 _
Mg 100 OFF ADMISSION 1
with this ad

of the PAST

FROM LA BRIA TARPIIS

SEE TME FANTASTIC
SAAERHOAY RUBY FROG

s sP(wumsﬂ FROM
WORLD FAOUS
wusELu OF wuwm

DETROIT

3. -

Chris Smither's (atest LP, “Anothaer Way to
Find You,” reveats all the halimarks of his

Freaks add 2 occupants

abllity to convey contradiction and desola-
tion so eloquently.

alone makes one feel they've.acci-
dentally walked into a basement
recording sesslon.

Even a Rlchmond telephone direc-
tory was used, creating a sound by

ries of what a rock'n’roll band should
be. Using an odd variety of percus-
sion — in this case a gear shift and
garbage can lids — along with quir-
ky rhythms, House of Freaks present
an aural plethora of musical siyles flipping pages (“They have a differ-
such as rock, folk, blues and country.  ent sound than a New York phone
A3 & duo, (e Howse o Fresks b0k There's-more.of.2.slap.than.a_

could sound bigger than life. But thud.”)
“Cakewalk" reallzes the full poten-
tlal of a musical foundatlon Iald five
years ago l:t;en llnx"vcy n:dbziull
maved o Angeles an B30 3 bunch of weird guys,” Harvey sald.
klcking up a ruckus. The band by BUYS any pgeyro-
New members McCarthey and  duction before golng Into the studio
Rupe, both from Richmend, have for Its major label debut Harvey
hd?'-‘d make matmlble and Hott sclected 14 songs and
mpmwixm'%%ggnx
!our~man band cliche,” Harvey said. productlon talents of Dennis Herrifig—
“Now we know we can take it down  (Camper Van Beethoven, Timbuk 3
1o the two-man thing, We have a lot  and Throwing Muses).
All of which kept things interest-

more range this way."
In the process, House of Freaks [ng while recording. Restless energy
veered away from o growing trend  insplres the band and-Harvey cant
{ two-member bands with Flat Duo  fathom a_day when be
-Jets- Chickasaw-Mudd-Puppies-and—enough of that around.~ S—
Timbuk 3. Though Timbuk 3 has for- “Whea I'm really fed up-with i,
saken their boom box and Is touring  I'd probably go back to school and
as a foursome. . teach history,” he sald. *I think why
“0ddly enough, all these bands are  we'keep going [s it's like driving on a
different,” Harvey sald. “Maybe you - country road and yop want to see
have to be really imaginative when ' what's around the corner.”
there's only two of you.”
Such could be said for House of
Freaks. Banter can be heard be-
tween members between cuts on
“Catwalk” and the varlous noises

THE REINS haven't tightened
with the band signing to Warner
Bros. labe). “They just think of us as

itouse of Freaks will open for
School of-Fish Thursday, Oct. 10,
at Industry, 15 S. Saginaw, Ponti.
ac. For information, coll 334-1999.

There are some who would refer
to miss our Fall lnbstcr Feast

©12.95

For this low price, you can treat yourself to
20 oz. of whole fresh North Atlantic lobster
along with vegetable, potato and bread.

We've also got great prices on California
wines to complement your lobster meal.

This offer is available [rom Scptember 7 to
December 30 only. So come in and enjoy a
meal where, unlike the entree, you won't go
into the red.
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17100 Laurel Park Dr., Livonia, MI 48152 » {313) 462-3100

romuus A\arriott

ATAETRO AIRPOR]
30559 Flyna Dr., Romulus, MI 48174 « (313} 729-7555

sournrer ANAFTI0t

.= 17033 Northwestern Hwy., Southficld, MI 48034 » (313} 356-7400




