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Malpractlve premiums ‘dr|vmg

doctors out of state, panel told

By Susan Buck
staff writer

Skyrocketing medical HUabllity In-

' surance premiums are driving young

- to-stay in

doctors out of the state, Dr. Peter
Dubamel told a state Senate panel
lnvestigaiing the costa Friday .
“Most young doctors are not golng
Michigan," Duhamel, a
physiclan at Crittendon Hospltal in
Rochester, sald. “Medlcal malprac-
tice has an effect both on the prac-
tice and on the people who need
Bibamel his
el p statements
for mumonynm a public bear-

ing of the state medical liabllity sub.

committee of the Senate Judliclary

Commlttee at the Troy Civic Center. -

The hearing, which was attended by
about 60 people, was co-chaired by
Sen. Michael Bouchard of Blrming-
ham.

Obstetrics as well as speclalty
flelds llke neurosurgery are signifi-
cantly impacted by malpractice
clalms, Dubamel said, telling the
panel that today he must refer more’
patients to major hospitals. When he
began practicing 25 years ago, hls
insurance premlums were $169 a
.year compared_to HDMO a year
“for less coverage now,” be sald,

“The number of our {(chstetrical)
dellveries has dropped way down,”
the physician said. “The AMA estl-
mates that 15 £o 20 percent of all the
money spent is on defensive medi-

‘n;ni fact, Duhamel and others

clalm, transtates into doctors order-

ing more unnecessary tests in order

to adequately cover themselves.
“Every patient is a potential sult,”

-sald Dr. Robert Levine, of Bloom-

fleld Hllls, "I order extra tests and
x-rays to make sure I have protec-
tion in case there is a complication. T

require patlents to come for exces-
slvely close follow up to make sure
that nothing unforeseen bappens,
even when the unforeseen 1s impossi-
ble.”

Levine sald he is Juckler than most
when it comes to lnsurance. “One of
the hospitals which I.am on (staff)
bas arranged insurance for me at
about 50 percenl of the normal rate

‘Most young doctors
are not going to stay in
Michigan. Medical
malpractice has an
effect both on the
practice and on the
people who need care.’
— Dr. Peter Duhamel
Crittenton physician

time ever receives compensation,”
Stern 3aid. “I can't afford to see eve-

Ty patlent.” .

Surn said he concentrates mostly
on the most meritorlous, most cata-
" strophic cases. These require lengthy
Investigations causing him to go out
of siate to obtaln expert witnesses.

“There’s a conspiracy of silence
among Michigan doctors,” - Stern
said, explaining why he must seek
qualitied witnesses out of state.

He recently won a $200,000 case
for a 42-year-old woman who exper}~
enced a three-year delay In proper
diagnosis of a lump In her breast.
When she was {inally dlagnosed cor-
rectly, the cancer had spread to hqn
lymph nodes. Her llfe expectancy is
MIZ serjously reduced, the attorney
sald, .

, the doctor who alleged-

for an orthopedic surgeon practicing
in the tri-county area — (at a cost of}
only $50,000 per year for $200,000-
$600,000 coverage.”

‘The real losers of malpractice are
patients, Levine sald, because the
cost of Insurance is passed to Lthem.

“Not all tractures need X-rays af-
ter a cast is applied, but they all get
one,” Levine said.

But lawyers who nymenl vie-
tims see the situation differently, al-
though they are also caught up in the
aumbers game.

Ken Stern, a Southfield attorney,
seld the number of new malpractice
cases is actually down. “A Harvard
study states that only one of 16 vie-

1y mlsdh josed her serlous condi-
Llun Inlually was [n a hurry that day’
to attend a tort-reform hearing In
Lansing, Stern said.

The subcommittce conducted the
“bearings on two proj laws
almed at mokifig nl{nrdab]e health
care available for everyone in the
state by checking the skyrocketing
cost of medical Habllity insurance.

MIchigan's medical liabllity costs
are among the natlon's highest and
are expected (o double to more than
$1 billion by the end of the decade.

A recent study found that in Mich-
Igan, only 37 cents of every medical
liabillty dollar spent goes to -pa-
tients, Most of what's left — about
48 cenls — covers court and lega!
costs.

JIM RIDEFstatt photographer

Eddio Herbert holds his son, Michael Powell, 14. Tho two were
with Michael's mother, Salena Devan Powell of Troy, who testi-

fled about Michael's out-pn\lanl surgery, which resuited in a

malpractice suit.

Burtch remembered

Continued from Page 1

HIs oldest son, Robert Jr., sald he
and his brothers recalled going to
work with their dad — that meant
golngto pracﬂca and many games.

“He’d put us out to the aide, and
we'd dribble and play, For us, it was
always cnjoyment. We always got to
2o into the locker room.”

JACK COTTON, current school
board president. and retired district

- athletic direetor, came to Farming-

ton ln 1956 and worked wilh Burtch

_When'an

for a number of years, “He waa al-
ways supportive — always going the
extra mile and belping,” Cotton said.
assistant coach was needed
in most any ’port, Burtch nupped In
and did the Job.

Over the yurt. he tlw cnadxed
football, baseball, Intramural sports
and was Involved with student actlv-
itles. As a- history teacher “my
youngest daughter thought he was
great,” Cotton said,

Burteh's famlly sald bls worst
memorles of Farmington High were
the student walkouts of the 1960s,

while hia best memories included his
coachlng years and, later, bandllng
statistics and running the clock for
basketball games.
He enjoyed golfing and watching
sporting events and continued his
* love of basketball by coachlng wth
the Catholle Youth' Organlzatios
league io Detrolt.

. He Is survived by sons Robert Jr.
of Blg Rapids, Jeffrey of Marquette,
David of Wyandotte, Bradley of Buf-
falo, N.Y., and Timothy of Canton;
onc sister; four brothers; and 11
g;nndchlldren.

as man who cared

Services were Saturday af Lhe
Thayer Rock. Funeral Home with
Donald Nlchols presiding. Interment
was at Glen Eden Memorial Park In
Livonia,

The family asks that memorials
be sent toa lund set up In his honor:
Robert Burtch Memorial Eund, c/o
Farmington High School, 32000

Fari Mich.

Contlnued from Pago 1

talkéd belore,” Gross said “We re-
allzed that God doesn't take us into
deep water to drown us, he does )f
toel "

48336,
“Jt was our wish to recognize his

- love of Farmington High School,”

Robert Jr. said. “He didn’t want to
Icnve. he liked It 50 much.”

L Gill Seh’col playground project a community effort

ontinued from Page

what type of playgr
end structures are necded here. The
T Idca is to tatlor make the playground |
for each Individual communlty or

school.— e

Dutf sald sludwu hnvn already
begun drawling ideas for the play-
ground, which s expected to have a
park-like themie when completed. -

Architects will work on the design
thrvuywul the winter, and volun-

actually build the playground. The
playground Is expected Lo take four,
12-hour days of skilled nnd i unskitled
Tabor to erect.
The [dea took shape lllcr a com-

~miitee - began - meeting - in--June- of — around the country.
1890 and members reviewed . their -

options,
“We knew our playground was in
sad condltion,” Lukastak sald.

ROBERT LEATHERS & Associ-

cers will coine oul IH Lh& SpTing 16 RiEs IS overscelng commumity con- SUggestions—and -throughdonattons—|

struction ‘of similar projects (his
month at the Grosse Isle Clty Park,
the Grosse Polnte Park City Park,
~ Déxier MIddIe Schiool and Fenton EI-
ementary School, and has other sites

Based on its current situation, the
group expecting little, i any, fund-
lng !mm _the Fpemington Public

Parents are t:xpccled 1o vislt these
sltes to watch — and possibly work
— to get a fee) for what Glll faces
next spring. .

Lukaslak sai¢ the commlitee is
seeking help on committees, with

Anyone intercsted in partici-
pating in the project should call
the school at 489-3690. Donations
can be thade to the Gill School
Playground "Fund, P.O. Box
328078, Farmington 48332,

Gross' -comments kicked off a
month long look at drug and alco-
hot abuse in the Farmington area.
His experlence was " particularly
timely with this ycar's theme of
“Alcohol Abuse and Its Effects on

* the Famlly.” Local drug awareness
month organizers sald they select-
ed an alcohol abuse theme, because

That . also Impacts self-esteem
lnch!

-Gross-encotiraged  parents—an
the mmmunlly 1o keep esteem lev-
elshigh, -

It yaur !nmlly dounl come
flrst, it comes last,!* Gross stressed
“The problem with parents todhy,
they don‘t say ‘do as I do", "

He credlted programs

1lke

Reporter’s.daughter|
got help just in time’

it is, they =aid, the most accepted Other actlvitles continue
and aBu:ZGBrugEy Tar, throughoul the montk of Oclober

4—Aat the. YMCA on Oct. 26, planting of |

Farmington Famllics In Action for
kelplng the sltuation. N

FFIA founder Betty Nicolay of
Farmington Hills called on com-
munlty leaders last week (o joln
FFIA In its fight against drugs and
In Its mission to make the commu-
nity aware of drug and alcohol
problems.

“UNTIL WE are clfective as a
community, we will nat “effect
change,”. she sald, reminding peo-
ple that “the best teacher Is a good
example.”

and through future months. Up-
coming events Include a Walk/Run

red tullp bulbs at Farmington
schools, and an Alcohol Awareness_

“"Week at Oakland Community Col-
lege beginning Oct. 14,

For more information on sub-
stance abuse awareness, calt FFIA
at 851-8565.
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© RENEW YOUR HEALTH &WELLNESS

THERS
STOP SMOKING CLINIC

You can stop smoking and
Hypnos!

sj,ulllep

*NO walshl galn
* NO ed)
. Rcﬂuln C.\Im &Relaxed
Registration 730 800pm.
Begins on time 8:00-9:30 p.m.

IAY, OCTOBER 101~

LOSE WEIGHT WITH HYPNOSIS
You can change your
rclalmnship to {ood

* NO special dlet
* Safe & Effective
» NO pills
Registeation 530600 pm
Begins on time 6:00-7:30 p.m.

Leslie A Milles, D CIL n o Certied
Hiypeschwispuit, certdmd by the
Aarrkon Baucd of Hypredherapy.
(b Kital Gurkd o H
ey L e TS
Company O
Sl el bt om s

LOCATION:Livonia Civic
Center Library 32777
Sile Rd ustexat of
Farminglon

FEE S8 oach includes

°Parkway R
“Professional Grooming -
ALL BREED DOG & CAT GROOMING
Specializing in
THE BICHON FRISE

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8to 5
For ycur nppalntmunl call 453-9488
5 Wilcox - Plymouth

Hinos Drive & Haggorty

“t#2. nAIR COMPARY

PEHM & HAIRCUT =28®

. Includes Set
Enﬂ time Manicurlat Wanicd

277\5 W, 7 Muo Ra., 2 Blocks Wost of Inkator
S 44

Look This Good

i How Can A Leather Chair
 And Still Reeline? -

matetials and audio tape
for temforcement
ATE: Thutsdy. October
T 10,1991
ASRADOUT OUR GUARANLEE
O 251818

“Why Do Supervisors Fail”

An
neurs and h
e !

for , businaas ownors, ontrepre~

By Wilsan Learning

pe

Pick the roundtable moat

convenlent for yout schedule

Mondsy, Oclober 21, 1991 B:15 m.m.+12 p.m.
. OR.
Tuesdtay, Octaber 22, 1991 1:00 p.m.4:4S p.m,

AT THE CORPORATE OFFICES OF:

PERRIN AGENTS OF
- FORDREE & WILSON LEARNING CORPORATION
COMPANY, P.C. 901 Wiishire Dr. - Sulte 400
TRAINING AN MANAGEMENT Crooks & Big Baaver

DEVELOPMENT DIVISION Troy, MI 48084

REGISTER TODAY! cosT SEATING LIMITED
Phone: J13-362-3600 Fax: 313-362-4707
: only $49-
- per person

LEAAN AND SHARE IDEAS TO DUILD COMPETENT SUPERVISION

AHD LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE IN YOUR ORGANIZATION!!!

UNITED /IRTIST

OPEN 11:30 A #3 OAILY. 9.30 AL SAT.
$NECESSARY ROUGHNESS (PO-13)
1000 30,41

*SUBURBAN COMMANDOES (PG)
ALY >

00, 11 4R, 1 48,3 43,4 80,7 49,9 30 (44 38y
HOT SHOTS (PG-13)
e 1

SHOUT

13}
151700710, 406,690,745 ¥ 13 (30 3

oo,
o suzn KING (7
0%, 700930 (1200
Tinumnon 1)
nren

"DEAD AGAIN ()
7900, 17.00,3 08,4 00, 705, % 26 (11 307

FREDOY'S DEAD: Tha Final Kightmars (R)
1500, 1708, 2 00,4 90,4 00, .09, 1900 17 0w

* Tired Of You?

Come on [n and let ua croate 8 New You!
Whethar you wani a now sct of nails, 8 now
color or a new style, lel us opon up @ werld
of now looks for you!

Senior

FIBERGLASS| Cizens

PERMS | NAILS DAY
$ 00 Reg. $60.00
235" | s3q

*With Denlse

‘ or Pam Only

*With Martl Ot\ly
- Cutling Extra ‘
*Mantion this ad when Calling for an appolntment - Exp. 10-12-91
18784 Middlebelt - Livonla
(0 Mieden Plars]

Inctudes: One Broken
Nall

weh

- A1,
e i,

471 -0830

“It's From Bradington-Young

Choose the style that fits your  °
decor...in 15 elegant colors.

Your Chmce 999
Classic Interzors

20292 Middlebelt, Livonia * South of 8 Mile
R i 474-6900

TRV WD AT R A

Arthritis Today
Joseph J. Weiss, M.D. Rheumatology
18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: 478-7860

ACTIVITIES & ARTHRITIS OF THE KNEES

If you havo anhritis of the knee. do not beheve that your
active Lie Is over, do not even consider a slkaw down in your
walking, biking, bowling or goM!

These tecroations are ‘necessary for the hoalih of lungs, hmrt, muscles and
emotions; you need exercise for your body and your mind.

Tho role of medicing, when you have unnrn-: of the knoo, is to keep you on the
move. Tho regulaior of aclmty Is not your doctor but yourselt: you keep going untii
pan lelts you to stop. Disregard the pooE‘o who admonish you to continug ovor
pam, Such advica i good lor ll:wcs bn| appvupualu for bones: strain may buikd
up musdes but nmvartabry woars out

pain lasts guides you as w whvmm continuing ot stopping the mcw—
anon Is best. i discomlort leaves you ovomight, then c?z?\(mun |g wa bowl
bike. It aching or jolnt pa}n tasts for days, then reconsider the inlensity of your play
fowever, do not stop. ?uu must, go aine holes of golf with a car, but go on.
Bring cyclmq Inside 12 a stationary bike if doing 50 allows you 10 carry on
The blessing of modemn medicing is that roaiment for knee arthritis, medical then

Cmg»car koeps you living as long os you koop alive. Y,




