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By Tim Richard
statf writer

In ghe. future Michigan students
*. will'get a new kind of report card.
It will show not only thelr, course -
. grades but alse an “employabllity
skllls profile.”
- Even kids bound ‘for college will
getone. . -
So will girls who expect to be
homemakers.
“You're starllng your resume,”
explalned Patrick Donahue, an as-
sistant superintendent of Huron Val-
_tey (Mitford} Schools and member of
a State Board of Educatlon advisory

group.

“It's a profile that you're supposed
to use throughout high school and
onto what_you -do next in Illfe,
whether thal’s further education or
to go out to get a jeb. Hopelully,
ninth graders will wake up and say
‘Whoa, this ls what I.should be
dolng".”

EMPLOYERS who I‘Sd. a role in
. designing the portfollo (see box)
disproved the adage "You teach 'em
to read and write, and we'll teach
the job.” On the contrary, a task
foree of employers called for the in-
clusion of specific skills beyond the
three R’s .

R’s.
. . . suchas
Beglnning next fall, every Michi-
gan publlé school 10th grader will

start assembllog an cmployability
akilts portfolio with three files.

ACADEMIC

® Read and understand written
- matertals, charts and graphs.

® Understand basic math and use
it to solve problems.

@ Use research and llbrary skills,

® Use specialized knowledge,
skills, tools and cquipment to get a
Jjob done. .

® Speak and wrlte in the lan-
guage in which business is conduct-
ed

‘e Use sclentific method 1o solve
problems.

PERSONAL MANAGEMENT

® Attend school (work) dally and
on time.

@ Mcet deadlines.

® Develop career plans. Know
personal and

Beeause the stat ‘bcrt—‘

{ollos, will require an unprecedented
amount of cooperation between
schools and employers, they are
belng Introduced gradually. Last
year there were 23 programs in pllot
districts (none In this srea). This
year there will be 100 and next fall
portfollos will be kept for all 10th
graders in the state. In 1992 all ninth
graders and in 1994 all elghth
graders will be Incorporated Into the
program.

1t’s all in the state school atd act
passed last week by the Legislature.

THE . PORTFOLIO comprises
three file folders — one for academ-
te, personal management and team-
work 3kills — which by law parents
{or guardians) may review. The port-
folio is given to the st -dent at gradu-
ation or when he or she Jeaves the
district.

It ean contaln recards of standard
aptitude tests, carcer exploratlon,
voc-tech training, job-seeking traln-
Ing. job experience, prablem solving
experience * and non-academlic
awards — anything that will docu.
ment a kid's skills.

“It has no boundaries, and It
doesn’t set minlmum levels,” said

Doting Grandparents
SALE

Show your
AARP or athor
sanior clitzon
card.

Paul , a state Department
of Education staffer working on the
project.

The payolf comes when the stu-
dent seeks a job and has something
to shaw an employer.

THERE HAVE been problems in
the pllot districts.

Some schools dldn't get strong
business .Involvement. Storing the
records took up space. Security of
records was a concern. Some teach-
ers worried about workloads,

And stnce kids learn outside of
class, too, Lhe question of integrating
documents from Junlor Achjeve-

- ment, Scouts, 4-H, chureh groups and

clvic organizatlons became a con-
cern. .
Stemmer said portfolio usage
tended to be mere diffieult for “at-
risk” studentd — these with poor ac-
ademlc histories,

A second-year goal will be to im-.
plement a scoring system, a method
of convertlng results to numbers,
that will give both the schools and
the state fcedback on the pregram's
success.

Schools to track ‘employability; <

STEMMER CREDITS Colorado
with belng flrst to sct up an employ-
abillty skllls project, an ldea that
wasn't mentioned in the federal gov-
emment's landmark 1983 “A Natlon
at Risk" report on education.’Some
Michlgan districis began complling
portfolios on thelr own but now must
Integrate their systems with the
state's.

‘The movement loward tracking
job skllls grew out a believe that the
siate needed to define_a core curric-
ulum.

*“In 1988, T was one of a group of
state board members from 18 states
who thought that if we could deline
outcomes which students should
achicve from schoollng — what they
should know and be able to do, and
the kind of people they should be —
we would be able to define a core
curriculum,” said Dorothy Beard-
more, president of the State Board of
Education. .

Govs. James Blanchard and John
Engler bath made the employability
concept part of their education pro-
grams.

.
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Tax foes take aim_
at recycling fees - -

*discuss - options” - with - those- at.
tending, said Alexander Hamilton's
Patrick Anderson. "I they (the clt-
Ies} insist on dolng this(the manda-
tory fees), we don't have any
cholce,” he added. .

ANDERSON SAID any * suit
would likely be flled in the Michi-
gan Court of Appeals, which is ul-
lowed under the Headlee Amend-
ment.

Anderson, an économist for the
Hills [nsurance company, spoke out
recently against such mandatory

fing fi n and
Farmington Hllls, asklng leaders
there to halt the fees and put the
issue before volers. .

Rumbllngs of possible litlgation
agalnst several Qakland County
communities surfaced last week as
opponents of mandatory fees for
curbside recycling programs got
advice on their legal options,

Organlzers are gathering tonight
at Alexander Hamilton Life Insur-
ance In Farmington Hills, the home
of tax-cut guru Richard Headlee
who has voiced his opposition to
the fees, clalming they are reatly
disguised taxes.

Though organizers won't conflrm
they will file sult, at-
torneys John Andersen and Mike
Legg are expected 1o attend to-
night's 7 p.m. mecting to speak and

&R

s eseEIeT
LOBSTERS

WHY PAY MORE?
$12 95
” |

29110 Franklin Ad.
- Sputhfiele, Mich. -

‘ 357-4042 -
Now thru Oct. 315t

- Whole Malne Lobster - Salad - Bread,
- — —Vegetables - Redskins

Ke*Stock Up Sale’’

® Demonstrate sclf-control.
® Pay attention to detalls.
® Follow instructions and direc-

- tions.
—— " Work withoutsupervistom |

# Learn new skllls.
@ Identlfy and suggest new ways .
to get the job done. e .

TEAMWORK

@ Actlvely participate in a group.
Listen to other members. Express
ideas to other members,
® Know the group‘s rules and val-
ucs. . .
& Be sensitive to the group mem-
bers' ideas and views, Be wllling 10
compromise if necessary 1o best ac-
complish the goal.

® Be a leader or follower to bes
accomplish the goal. ~

® Work in changing settings and *
with people of differing back-
grounds. .
Source: Michjpan Depurtment of
Education
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“"We give a hoot.
50 we won't pollute!”
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NEWS.

News con appear one
day ond be gone the
nexs. But the paper
news is printed on can
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