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Local Points
of Light glow at
Disney World

ane of them did it for the
jons that ndw hang on
lhlck multicolored ribbons
around their necks. None of them
knew that they would be appoint-
ed Points of Light by the White
House and be honored by Presi-
dent George Bush at Walt Disney
World.

They dld It because they wani-
ed to da somethlng worth doing.

The Kerby sisters, for example.
Betk, Kerry and Megan Kerby of
Troy are ages 14, 12 and 9 respec-
tively. They are the daughters of
Lagra and Michael Kerby. All
five of them went to Walt Disncy
World last week 30 that the three
glrls cauld be honored for thelr
volunteer work.

I was there too, to celebrate
Disncy World’s 20th anniversary.
Iapent a good part of the anniver-
sary weekend running around the
43 square miles of the World
looking for the Kerby sisters, as
well as other Michigun honorces
llke Deborah Walker of the
Chrysler Corp. and the Volunteers
of the World of Work Program
{rom Detroit.

Securlty around the presiden-
tial program was tight, Only Im-

portant peogle like the Kerby sis- .

ters could get past the secret ser-
vice.

How do three young glrls from
Troy get to meet, and be honored
by, the president of the United
States?

-- Beth Kerby started it when she
was {Inlshing sixth grade at St.

Hugo's. “One of the nuns asked .

for” valunteers (o work for the

summer at the Wing Lake Devel-

opmental Center for the. multlply-
“ghe
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Relive the old South in Charleston

By tris Sanderson Jones
special writer

Our carriage is ‘moving with a rhy&hmlc clop-clop
down the brick streets of Charleston, S.§., pulled by
mules called Katherine and Josephine.
right pace (o see a city lald out Lhree centuries ago on a
narrow peninsula between two rivers.

Our gulde, David, is talking about the familles that
came down the rivers cvery Sunday In the 18th century
from thelr grand rice plantations. “They would go to
church, visit frlends and return home with the tides, We
still have a church called the “church of the tides.”

His next line Is a clue to the Charleston state of mind,
then and now: “The Ashley and the Couper rivers meet
at Charleston to form the Atlantic Ocean.”

They make a lot of jokes like that In Charleston,
whether you are buying rice spoons at Geo, C. Birlant
and Co. on Klng Street, or following a tour guide
through the Edmonston-Alston House.

“Charlestonians are like the ancient Chinese. They eat
rice and worship thelr ancestors.”

The economy of the great rice plantations had declin-
ed by 1849, kitied by competition from the.East Indles,
but the incredibly luxurious soctal life of Charleston
continved unti) the Civll War.

Charlestonians sat on the “plazzas” of thelr high, nar-
row “single houses" — one room wide and three rooms
deep — and watched the Confederates flre the first
shots of the Clvll War on the federal troops at Fort
Sumter, just offshore in Charleston Harbor.

Union soldiers burned most of the old plantation hous-
es to the ground and slavery ended, but that old south-
ern llfe stlll draws the tourists to this gracious city set
between the Ashley and the Cooper rivers.

Tourists stay at the Omnl Hotel at Charleston Place
or at one of the bed-and-breakfast Ines built into com-

merclal bulldings in the old city. They come to enjoy the |

cechoes of antebellum llfe and to rellve the old South.

lsjlut the-

Most people see Charleston for the first time as [ dld,
aboard a mule-drawn carriage, with a gulde who tells
the history of the clty spleed with stories:

“This church a cemetery on one slde of the road
where born-and-bred Charlestonians were buried, and a
cemetery on the other side of he road for strangers.

“One of our governors was buried on the ‘siranger’
side. The Yankees moved his body across the street into
the good cemetery when they occupled Charleston. As
s00n as the Yankees left, the Charlestontans moved him
back.”

Katherine and Jmph.lne were great fun, but you get
the real feel of Charleston by walking the streets al
your own pace, meeting the people who will happlly
“tell y'all the real story about Charlesion."

Take a shopping tour along the antique shops of King
Street or a gulded walking tour of the old city with Da-
vld Farrow, whose famlly goes back to the 17th century.
Take a barbor tour or the boat lour to Fort Sumter. The
most popular tours In Charleston go te Patriats Point,
home of the World War II alreraft carrter Yorktown.

Whatever clse you miss, don’t miss lhc old river plan-
tations.

Shoppers will tind a variety of wares at the city market in
downtown Charleston.

Draylon Hall was the only one of the g'rand houses on
the Ashley Rlver left standing after Union soldiers
burned thelr way down the river road, It stands now, as
It did a century ago, surrounded by live oaks, its river
landing Intact, but with no furniture in the great house.

Middletown Place, also on the Ashley Rlver, is a care-
fully preserved 18th century plantation, with 17th cen-
tury gardens, stables and a 1755 guest house that was
Leﬂ :dmnd!ng after the great plantation house was

!

For more Information on the old South side of
Charleston, as well as the new eating-dancing-singing
side of the city, contact the Charleston Trident Conven-
tion & Visitors Burcau, P.O. Box 975, Charleston S.C.
29401 or telephone toll-free (800) B68-8118.

Rest and Relax
on the

“ went for the interview with °

my two sisters. After they inter-
viewed me, they ‘asked Megan
and Kerry If they wanted (1o vol-
unteer too.”

p:ul three summers working s |
teachers’ aides at the schoal, “We
help the teachers play games
with children, to help them use
thelr senses,” Beth sald.

‘The glrls came te the attentlon
of the White Housc after Beth
wrote an essay on volunteerism
that won an award, Strangely

enough, the Kerby family was va. .

-cationing at Walt Disney World In

Janvary 1990 when the White
House chose the three glrls for
thelr 50th Polnt of Light award.

Laura Kerby called home from
Orlandao and her mother sald “bas
the White House found you yet?”
Apparently the White House
caled the school, learned that the
girls were at Disney World and
began chasing them around the’
Magle Kingdom.

“We came back (o the hotel and
there were messages alt over the
door,”" Mrs, Kerby said,

Mlchae) Elsner, chlef executive
oMicer of the Walt Disney Co., Is
a founding member of the Points
of Light board of dircctors, Delta
Airlines flew all 574 honorees to
Orlando, and Wait Disncy World
hasted them for (he time of their
life.

What was the best part?

Kerry: “It was really excitiog.
We had lots of fun. Especially
hearing all the stories from the
other Points of Light."

Megan: “The best part was
meeting the president when he
came to Detroit last year. The
best part at Disney was the rides,
especlally Space Mountain.”

Beth: “The best part Is that you
have no tdea you wlll evef be rec
ognlzed for something like that. it
feels good to volunteer, and It's
really ncat to see kids grow, to
give them pride and see them do
things they wouldn't do. It's neat
to meet the president too. We
never expegted that to happen.”

1 couldn’t get anywhere near
the ccremonies, but T watched
them on televisjbn monitors in
the China Payillon, at World
Showcase in EI '\ one of Walt
Disney Worldx _three theme
parks.

I heard Michael Etsner say that
people like the Kerby sisters
were “perfcct examples of the
kinds of private deeds that solve
public problems.”

And I was proud as punch to be
within 100 yards of the Kerby sis-
lers, even If 1 couldnl get past
the Secret Service.
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Country Autamn Folk Art Festlval ‘
October 12th & 13th .

This event held on
the shaded lawns
of the Old Home Shops -
and Market Street Square "
along Chesaning’3
historic boulevard

80 Dealers - Free Admission
Chasaning Chambar of Commerce (517) 845-3055

ALL ABOARD!

The Shiawassee Valley Railroad -
pmssms color tour train excursions
between Che:

from Chasani) $9.00 per person.
For tickel info, call
(517) 723-5797

Photos by Micky Jones

One way to see hiatoric Charleston Is by carriage ride. Here, a
carringe passes the Nathanicl Russell Meule bull' In 1808 on

Meeling Street.
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6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
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“to "benefit The Livonia Symphony Orchestra—
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Star Shawn Burr, and former
dreat, Milt Wilcox - Free Auto mplh!
*An npr(.lmnu. ln' a focal sporls ¢ u:lul)nlv

Meel Rc(l W g

ay W .n-nlrnlnnh from Ann |
. \:lull auction I‘c.\lurm,, resorl vacations courtesy uf

Northwest Airlines .uul Marriott Hotels and }\c~0rl~
“1\ T. asting u{ Livonia,’ ||rn\ulml 11\' the area’s finest

JAVE 8500 .
S25.00 after
availabhe in the
Office or The Marriott Hotel.

For _/-U'f/wr v'uf;‘rm.m'.w call The Marriott Hul.‘/.it 10.2-3

o ANATTIOHT.  ©bserter & Eceentrie

: “Lixpericnee the g

West Sia Mile & Nc\vl)ur{lu Rn.u[ . [i\ul’?‘?l','

sco |

E 'cumluch’ug.

n\l()r -

Tickets are 820.00 prior to (\'l.
Oct. dudth, Tickets
mn.[ Parl” I’.lu \Lum-lunuﬂ

100

Sponeoral By,

NEWSPAPERS

At of Shopping”
Michigan » $62-1100




