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Farmington
tapped as
eatery site

By Casey Hans
staft writer

The owner of a successful chain of
Detrolt-arca restaurants bas select-
ed downtown Farmington for his
next eatery, where he expects to
combine aspects of his most success-
4! ventures.

Mike Nash, printeple stockholder
of six Mr. B's Restaurants In Roches-
ter, Royal Oak, Novi, West Bloom-
ficld and Troy, plans {o open a 180-
scat restaurant in the Village Com-
mons shopping center next spring,
leasing 8,200-squarc-feet In the cen-
ter, which has stoed mostly vacant
since 1t opened several years ago.

“We llke downtown arcas,” Nash
explained about his selection of
Farmington. "There's always a dl-
versity of people you can get.

“We get the young and the old —
and we get the Jacks and the Jills,
too."

NASH WILL open hls seventh res-
tavrant soon In Southfield at site of
the former Southfleld Chnrlr.-ys The

‘We like downtown
areas. There’s always a
diversity of people you
can gel. We get the
young and the old -
and we get the Jacks
and the Jills, too.’

’ — Mike Nash

Mr. 8°s Restaurants

site, as do all his restaurants, Nash
said. Mr. B's Border Cafe will extend
from the south end of the Village
Commons complex, jolning Itallan
restaurant Marco's, which anchors
the far north end of the center.

Nash sald he hopes to have a patio
to accommodate another 90-100 cus-
tomers.

“We're In a niche below what they
calt tablecloth restaurants.’ We like
famlly business. We know people
like to get in and out.”

His succeu. even in these times of
istress, “is no sceret.
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Fire away

Department teaches safety
at 14th annual open house

By Joanne Mallszewski
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For the flrst time [n bls young life, five-ycar-old
Preston Drewltz learned how to use the 911 emergency
telephone system. Ilyse Kaplan learned how 1o get out
of a smoke-filled building.

No. It wasn't a real emergency or flre. But Preston
and Tlyse had the opportunity to practice just Ln case of
an emergency at the 14th Annual Fire Prevention Open
House, sponsored Sunday by the Farmington Hills Fire

Department.

“T kinda know what to do,” said scyen-year-old llyse
as she crawled out of a window of the Flre Safety
Housc at fire headquarters on Drake Road.

"You should try opening the door. If It's too hol ou

~should go out the window,” Ilyse

nlghlh and wlil effer both tradition-
al foods and some with a Mexican
style.
. He plans to combine the menu of
other Mr. B's restaurants and that of
is Monterrey

give people good food for a reason-
able price.

“You know — pm a little sizzle
Into it — a.little fun."

OR the'restaurant have

In Royal Qak.
1t will be open scven days o week
and will have an owner/manager on
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Candidates talk
about vacancies

Just what is the clty council's role
in drawlng new business to Farming-
ton’s central business district, and
what does the clty center need?

Candldates running for three scats
on the Farmington City Council hag

. dilferent oplnlons on the issue, with

one suggesting an anchor store was
needed, and another saying small,

Learning how {0 get out of a smokc-{lllcd or burn ng
building was key to the special day that kicks off lhc
annual Fire Prevention Week, Oct. 6-12. This year's

theme,

“Fire Wen't Walt . . .

Plan Your Escape,” hit

home wlith the hundreds of chlldren wha tock their
turns in the smoking house.
EVEN THE colder, damp weather Sunday dldnl

turn away many visltors — especially kids —

to the

fire department. Some activities had o be curtalled
because of the cold. But kids kept busy meeting Sparky
the Fire Dog, c)imbing Into the big, red fire trucks, and
not to mentlon the Survival Flight Helicopter that
landed mid-way through the day across the street from

the department.

While Preston Drewitz dlated 511, Annette Swoet,
who is married to firefighter Harold Sweet, played op-
erator, "They ate learning not to be afrald to talk to
people on the other end. Kids freeze because they are
afraid to talk,” she sald.

As kids waited their turns at the face palnting table,

Sunday’s cold others tried on real firelighter clothes, entered a calor-
Hills Fire Depart- ing contest, checked out an emergency response truck
ment's annual open house thanks to her dad, and watched a live kitchen fire.
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Fire chief honors heroes

Three lauded
for helping
to save lives

By Joanne Maliszewski
s1aff wrlter

house, visitors and firefighters 100k
a few minutes to honor theee peo-
ple who helped save Mves in the
past year.

Fire Chief Richard Marinucel
presented framed civilian citations
to Mark Sundberg, Lisa nnlhru

= and Charles Autry.

Sundberg received the citation
for rescuing a nelghbor from a fire.
On Aug. 6, Sundberg discovered &

Amid the fun and activitles of
the Farmington Hills Fire Depart-
ment’s annual fire preventlon open

fire In a. maobile home,
22600 Middlcbelt Road. While in-
vestlgating It. he saw the klichen

cabinets on fire and the resident |

sitling 'on a couch apparently diso-
riented and unaware of the five.

Sundberg called out ta the rest
dent and then entered the mobile
homie and pulled him to safety.
Thanks to Sundberg, the resident
only suffered minor smoke inhata-
tion.

ON MARCH 20, firelighters re-
sponded 1o a personal injury acel-
dent on Hlalsted Road, sauth of M-
102. When they got there, fire-
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stores were key.

Challenger Arnold Campbell be-
licves the city has “a tremendous ad-
vantage” because of acilve mer-
chants groups in both the downtown
and uptown arcas. He suggests a
councit representative attend the
mectings of these groups and “learn
firsthand the buslness concerns
rather than waiting for them to ap-
pear before council.”

He is not necessarily keen on land-
ing an anchor store, cspeclally a
targe chain. "They don’t have the lo-
cal commitment and involvement.
‘That makes a difference.” Campbell
called for more “speelalty stores —
stores that arc unlque to downtown.
If we could draw these kinds of

stores. . . Ithink It would help.”

" fiam Hartsock explained that ™"

Farmingtan Clty Councll
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INCUMBENT__Councilman _Wi)-

rise and fall of 2 downtown arca is
an evolutionary process” and "down-
town Farmington has experlenced
several of these cycles.” |

The formation of the cliy’s Down-
town Development Authority has
been 2 catalyst to rejuvenating the
city, he satd. He also called for the
city council to work closcly with
merchants.

Challenger John Kenney believes
an improvement in parking and a
major anchor store are key to curb-
ing vacancies in the downtown, ai-
though some are vacant because of
the current economic conditions. He
also called “superficial” the engoing
downtown rejuvenation project.
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