from our readers

.
Be fair to
FHS ‘11’

'~ To the editor:

I just wanted ¢o let someone know
how disappointed I am in your sports
editors _for the comments made
about Farmington High's football
¢ team in the Oct. 8 [ssue,

Usually local newspapers to
support thelr local teams, but appar-
ently your writers (Brad Emons and
Dan 0'Meara) prefer to add personal
problems and derogatory comments
instead of praise or hope. .

Their statements about Farming-
ton fans constantly complaining and
not wantiog to play Horrlson High
School were inappropriate and un-
professional, especially sinee this iy
the only sectlon of the newspaper
most of the players wil] read.

Farmington is having its best sea.
son In a long time. Even though thelr
toughest compcetillon Is yet to come,
how about letting the kids enjoy [t?

. David M. Deany,

- 1981 FHS grad,

Farmington Hilly

Please see
Hills police

To the editor:

A letter to the motorist who hit
our son:

Do you remember? I'm sure you
do.

Oct, 1, 1991, approximately 8:30
p.m. just north of 12 Mile on Farm-
inglon Road.

I'm sure you remember my son’s
bleycle and most probably the ex-
presslon on hls face when your car
slammed [nto him.

What you did not know whether he
was dead or alive as you Jeft him ly-
ing In the street.

He ls surviving.

TRAFFIC PASSED by with no one
stopping to render aid. To get atten-
tlon, he pitched parts of his bicycle
Into the trafiic lane, but I'm sure
you're not aware of this.

I thank Laoretta Wallace for stop-
plng to assist, alse the many addi-
tlonal emergency and police person-
nel soon to arrive. What you do not
know is that his father and brother
had the opportunity to watch the

= EMS team stabllize him with his cl.

+-bow shattered and the barie
twisted leg protruding into the as-
phalt,

1 thank the speclallst team of doc-
tors and nurses at Botsford Hospital

worked most of the night in the at-
tempt 1o save my son's leg and re-
construct his elbow with bone re-
moved from his hip.
The road {o recovery (optimlst(-
cally)- with no complications, will
take at least slx months to a year.
Indlrectly, a theft could have been
prevented, one of my son's {riends
bicycle was stolen from the hospital
while he was visillng him. Maybe
you stept well that night. I wil guar-
antee you that his parents dld not
and {or many nights after that,
Please contact Farmington Hills
Pollce with Informatlon relating to
the above.
Marty and John Firment,
Farmington ks,

Telford pins
labels on us

To the editor:

Self-described “multiculturallsts,”
such as John Telford, are always
{inding new labels to pin on us poor
unenlightencd masses. First we were
“raclst,” then “sexist” and “elltist.”
Next came “Eurocentric,” “ethno-
centric,” and “homophoble.”

Hut now Telford has really out-
done himsel{, In his Sept. 26 colurnn,
he calls us "geocentrlc.” Gee whiz, Is
there no bottom ta the depth of our
depravity?

I've asplred for years to joln
Telander among the morally anolnt-
od multlculiuralists, but now I dis-
cover that Telander and the cultural
avant-garde have moved on to be-
come multigalactical.

Thomas Roelofs,
Farmington Hills

Parochial
bashing
must stop -

To the editor:

After readlng and listenlng to con-
tnual parochinl school bashing, I
feel compelled to write in response
to Lawrence Niblett's letter of Sept.:
30

In his letter, Niblett is pleased
that the schoo) board has “stopped
spending quallty educatlon tax dol-
lars on private academy transporta-

his__tion, . correcting anabuse of pub-  bage eollected and pald for through

lic money.” He urges the board to
“. .. come to the taxpayers with a
clean record of spending money pru-
dently.” N

—who were from home and-—-—E:

but—th

checked my assessment, I was still
paying taxes {along with all the
other “private academy” parents),
contrlbuting my “public money” to
publle school education, The publle
schools - are  benefiting from our
chojee of private school educatlon;
t.c. more tax dollars can be spent per
publle school student, slnce parochi-
al school children are not costing the

district any valuable and expensive '

classroom dollars,

5o, please, stop turning the trans-
portation cuts Into a parochial
school complaint. Providing trans-
portation to private school students
is not an “abuse of public money.”
Rather, It is'a small attempt to pro-
vide some equity and accountability
to a large number of taxpayers.

Sheryl Swita),
Farmlogton Hilla

Teachers not
overpaid,
reader says

To the editor:

In response to T. Bower's letter in
the Observer last week, I doo't know
if he has school-age children ar not.
1t so, he surely reallzes the impor-
tance of a teacher’s job. A teacher
guldes a chlld through the most Im-
portant years of his/her life and hay
everything to do with how the child

views the learning process, which in

turn carrles through the child’s ca-
reer.

A child spends six hours a day,
five days a weck with his/her teach-

_er. I myself like to know we have
qualtfied, caring teachers who are
compensated  according to  their
quallficatlons,

I do not think teachers are over-
paid. Teaching Ls one of the most km-
portant jobs, No, I'm not a teacher,
Just a concernéd parent. Remember,
you get what you pay for.

M. Hodaway,
Farmington Hllls

He questions
recycling fee

To the editor:
After 29 years of having my gar-

be less now. Maybe I'm overlooking

the fact that one of the fastest grow-

. Ing corporations in the country,

Waste Management Inc., may be be-
hind ol of this.

Receycling is one of the best things

happening in thls country, and now

that we are involved 1 have these
comments and questlons that I'd like
answers to:

® Prior to July, all the garbage
was taken to a landfill, and it cost
the collectors X number of dollars
per cuble yard for disposal. Now
only a percentage of the garbage ks
taken to the landfill so the cost
should be lower — no?

& Another portion of the garbage
is taken to an area to be made lnto
compost. No landfiil fce for this por-
tion, right? Compdst ls reuseable.
T've been dolng It for the past 20
years. So where does thal compost
go cventually? And at what profit?
And who gets the profit?

® The'third poftfon — glass, pa-
per, metal and plastic — doesnt’
wind up at the landfill either. Anoth-
er savings. It goes to manufacturers
to be made into other products.
Those manufacturers pay for that
scrap. But even If [t's glven to them
for free, the garbage collector still
saves on landfill fees — right? And if
the recyctable material is sold, who
gets the profits? — the clty or Waste
Management?

So with the conclusions that I have
arrived at explaln to me where I'm
wrong. And don't tell me that It
takes more crews to handle this be-
cause the garbage volume hasn't
changed and each crew just covers
more ground gach day than prevl-
ously and cach truck makes less
trips to a disposal arca than before.

A couple more questions:

If I'm on vacatlon for a week or
two, or conslder those seniars who go
south for from four (o seven months,
the recyeling “fec” is paid for recy-
cling nothlng.

Taxes al [east are used Inefficlent-
ly elsewhere. Since this “fee” (tax 1
call it) is imposed only on single
homes, how do buslnesscs, condomi-
nium dwellers and rental dwellers
get away without recycling? Is recy-
cling important only for single fami-
ly homes?

- Michacl Svadeba,
Farmington Hills
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His vision calls _
for new have

THE NEW DIRECTOR of the-
Michlgan Department of Mental
Health has a dream, or rather a vi-
slon, .

1t is to complete the mave to com- ~

munjty-based mental bealth care,
providing nearly all of the state’s
mentally i1l treatment and housing
close to home. ~

“You are responsible for every
person [n the community,” James
Haveman told several hundred men-
tal health professionals malaly from
Wayne and Oakland counties assem-
bled at a conference sponsored by
the Alllance’ for Mental Health Ser-
;}c?n at Wayne State University last

riday.

“I want people to receive treat-
ment in their communlties.”

Haveman and other nationally-
known speakers were there to ad-
dress “The Futui. >f Mental Health
Care." -

Haveman's vislon Includes;

® Re-creating the image of men-
ta] health, not as a soclal service, but
as health care with a variety of ser-
vice providers: profit and nonprofit,
public and private.

# Reorganizing the state’s meota}
health department to lead and moni-
tor the system.

® Creating community mental
health authorities which aren't part
of county government.

® Promotlng inclusiveness in the
schools, moving away from special
educatlon.

His vislon was crystalized from
the recommendations of eltlzen com-
mittees set up during his carly
weeks In ofilce.

IT IS A LAUDABLE vision - one
that began back in the carly '60s
when President Kennedy signed the
federal act to move mental health
services out of state-operated insth-
tutions and tnto local communltics.

WSU professor of psychlatry Dr.
Melvin Bernstein, training analyst of
the Southficld-based. Michigan Psy-
choanalyic Institute, reminded the
audlence that was “a time of exhil-
feration for mental health.”

New drugs and the scientlfic and
social acknowledgement of cheml-
cally-triggered mental lllness al-
lowed many hospitallzed patients to
return to their families and com-
munltles.

Haveman admits that some for
whom there (s no knawn treatment

may have to stay under state care.

THE NEW DIRECTOR'S attempt
to complete the shift to communlty-

taxes, why do | have to pay extra
now?

Elther I'm stupid or I don't under-
stand this new method. The way T

Spend some time on Columbus Day at Walsh College learning more
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and by stereotypes and fear.
And It comes at a time when more
homeless are on the street, many of

A" A Judith Doner
) Berne

them the so-called products of clos-
ing state Institutions and, if they
bave no children, are now cut off
from welfare under the Engler budg-
et

1t comes at a time when mental
health units In general hospitals are
belng closed in favor of more lucra-
tve speclalties, while (nsurance
companies are refusing to pay for
the treatment necessary for effec-
tive substance abuse and longer
term mental health treatment.

“The lamps are golng out in pschl-
atrlc units and substance abuse units
all over the state,” warned Dr. Elliot
Laby, a resldent of Birmingham who
is chlef emeritis of the psychlatry
department at Harper Hospltal.

He deseribed It as a tug of war,
with the administration of private
hospitals wanting o close unils
versus the state wanting them to
take over.

AS FOR STEREOTYPES and’
fear, community officlals and resl-
dents continue to show thelr outrage
when (he state dictates that a group
home be placed on thelr streets. So
rather than confront the more af-
fluent, more organized communities,
they are often placed where there (s
less political clout but also less sale-

ty.

Yet, many of us have neighbors
who may be alcohollc, cocalne
abusers, under treatment for anxjety
or depression or have a developmen-
tal disabllilty. Do we knock on their
doors and tell them they are hurting
our property values and they must
leave?

As we move away {rom speclal
education toward Incluslve educa-
tion, our young people will have an -
opportunity to learn flrst-hand about

‘the worth of people of varying ablll-
os.

At the same time, we adults need
to become more Inclusive on our
streets so the new “asylums” —
meaning safe havens — can be our
communities.

But Havernan's vislon is only as
good as the dollars and people that
must be part of it. And Lhere doesn't

based mental health is complicaled 366 to be enough of eltber.
by politics, by hard economic times E er

eTne 18 | Gt
managing editor of the Oakland
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric. AR -

GREAT FINDS FOR FALL |

SALE

Speak with members of the lacully.

‘Watsh Coliege oflers Bachelor degrees in

Computers

Systems, Finance

Geaeral Business, Management, & Marketing
Walsh College also offers Masler ot Science degrees n

For mare information. or ¢ you plan (o attend. call {313) 524.2.

Flnancoe,

Walsh College

& Taxation

520

The best business decision you'll ever make.
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OCTOBER 14
5:30 p.m. to

MONDAY

8:00 p.m.
WALSH
COLLEGE

- TROY

STARTING TODAY

BS-SOOFF

OUR OR!GINAL PRICES

ON SELECTED WEAR-NOW
FALL CLOTHING.

Some items have been previously reduced.

Quantities are limited.

- Halbets

SPLUAL STORE HOURS:
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