Thursday, October 10, 1891

FALL HOME IMPROVEMEN‘I’ O)

- Boost home’s energy efflclency

By Susan Tauber-Hyke
speclal wrlter

EMEMBER ALL the press and
celebrations focusing on Earth
Day last April 22? We heard
and read how and why we

b ol e 18 o mmna ne beet,
Mother Earth.

Mother Nature is getting ready to put
us to the ultimate test to see if we paid
any attention on Earth Day. Whot's the
test, you ask? Anather Michigan winter.,

Passing the test means making your

. fesidence as energy efficient as possible

for the upcoming winter. Regardless of.
what type of house, condominium or |
apartment you live in, you want yaur
place to use ns little encrgy o8 possible
s0 you can be kind to both our planet
and ta your budget.

There are several things to do to
prepare your hame for the cold Michigan
months. Some of the things are simple
and only take a few minutes af your

hints for surviving the winter without
costing you md their encrgy reserves a
* fortune.

“Let the sun shine in when it's cold
outdoors,” said Kenneth Aho, Edison
energy conservation specialist. “That
‘way, you are using solar energy to help

Yant ane hages ta a hab
temperature. nhitabie

Aho hod other general tips, such as
dialing down your thermostat when no
one is home far severa) hours, changing
furnacc filters at least once o month and
making sure there's enough insulation

‘where it should be, .

He recommended not using an open-
hearth fireplace to heat yous home. I
you have an unused room, close the door
ond block its heat register.

Dick Kravick, Consumers Power
residentinl murketing services
superintendent for metso Detreit,
suggested adding glass.door fire screens
to all fireplaces, having a minimum of
duub]englnzcd windows or storm

i and installing storm doors if

time. Some rcquzre 1! dures.
Some are inexpensive; others are costly.

It"s up to you to decide how energy
efficient you want your home to be. Just

" keep in mind that the more energy

conservation practices you follow, the
more comfortable your home will be this
winter.
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you dan’t hove an insulated outside
door.

Both Detroit Edison and Consumers
Power arc concerned with insulation,
ventilation and caulking. Edison has a
home insulation program with Jow
{inancing available. Call 1.800-482.2983,

Power ond Detroit Edison have general

Electrical
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of electricity and moncey at the same
time,” said Gene Beres of Detroit-based
Sp!une Elcctric Supply, which has stores
in Livonia, Madison Heights and Van
Buren Township.

——*Yoi'hove to remember thot cvery™
time you save a watt of electricity, you
save moncy. You may have to spend $50

“on light bulbs in order to save money in
the long run, but the expenditure wilt
reduce your clectric bill every month and

- incrense the life of your light bulbs.”

Beres, in charge of lighting outside
sales, says consumers can usc a fermula
for computing savings on various light
bulbs.

He says to multiply the hours a bulb
burns per day times 365 days times the
watts saved by going to a lower wattage
bulb times the kilowatt amount that
Detroit Edison charges per hour, about
10-cents per hour {use 0001 in the
formuta}. Then by comparing what each
bulb costs and its life expectancy, you'll
discover how much youl are saving with .
the different bulbs.

“There are different kinds of light
bulbs cnltcd lamps, available on today's
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Plumbing

Light bulb cost savings

Theto's mora ta consider whan solocting a bulb
than fust fts cost. Cortain fypas of bulbs havo a

tour common kinds ol bulbs:

42-watt halogen
13-walt flourescent

Heating

. Life in
Type of bulb Cost’ hours
60—wall regular .55¢ 1,000
54-walt energy saver .70¢ 1,000

Sourcn: Sphm Bloainc

$3.50 3,500
$7 10,000

Windows

—Plumblng &quipiient 1s among the
largest energy users in a house, said Tom
Leckie, vice president of Bergstrom
Plumbing in Livonia. He's talking about
toilets, shower heads and hot water
heaters. And he has suggestions for

“Fred Angell, service manaoger for S&M
Heating and Sales in Southlield,
suggested four things peaple can da to
save energy:

® Uscap ble ther

Windows can be ¢ither a friend or a
{foe during the winter, depending on
what kind you have, If they are wood or
vinyl wmdows. they are your friend.

Al ? Foc. said Gary

# Instoll a humidifier, -

~“rriaking them kinder to the environment,
Mou of his suueatmnl mean pew
however, b older
equipment uacs more water and energy
to do the same amount of work as newer
equipment.

“Toilets mud: prior to 1980, for
example, use 544 gallons of water per
fush,” Leckie said. " Newer energy-
saving toilets use 34 gollons or less per
flush. Some use one gallon or less.

“It you add up how many times your
toilets are Nushed in your house a day
times the amount of water saved, the
savings ¢on be quite significant. You can
try adjusting the float in your exiating
toilet 30 it needs less water but new
toilets ate worth purchasing.”

© The same is true of shower heads,
Older shower heads were made to use 5
gollens of water per minute, Leckie said,
New ones are redesigned to use 134 to
1V gallana per minute.

The new.ones 30ve you two WAYS —

® Have the furnaces cleaned every
winter and the air conditioner cleaned
every spring.

® Change their furnace filters once a
month without fail.

“Programmable thermostats are
neceessacy, particularly when people are
out of the house for long periods of
time,” he said.

‘The best ones, he said, are made by
White Rodgers and by Honeywell.

. "Some of them are really incredible.
They come with o brain. After they've
been on a wall for 24 hours, they know
how long it takes to bring the
temperature up or down to & certain
level, so they will preempt the progrom
and teli the furnace when to turm on.

“This way, the furnace won't kick on
at the time progeammed; it will already -
have the house at the temperature you
want it to be at that certain time."

Angcll calls a humidifier ' lomlly
ry.You want the moisture in the

rru.l[x:;, S U\l\' Ixas
tight bulb is the regular bulb. There are
different kinds of watt.saving bulbs that
usc n lower wattage to producce the same
* amount of light,
“Examples arc General Electric’s

Watt-Miscr and Sylvanin's Super Saver.
Then there's the halogen bulb

.- {Sylvania’s Capsylite) and the
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by the nmount of water saved and by the
energy saved by nat hoving to heat up
the extra water in your water henler.

* Leckie said.

LECKIE ADDED that you can put a
flow restricter on an old shower head but
results moy be an unsatisfactory shower.
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Y. You want thet masture in

Weston, president of Weston Window

¥ | Replacement in Plymouth, Hal rﬂnnd andTT

Gaylord.

"Encrgy costs wete xnexpensive when
aluminum windows ¢ame out so they
were widely used,” Weston said.
“However, the aluminum frame actually
conducts heat and cold air. It donn'l
help keep it inside your home."

Whot can ene do to help the situation?
Replace the windaws with either wood or
vinyl {rome windows, which would cost
about $5,600 to $8,700 for an averages

_size colonial house. Or, if that istoo
costly, use plastic window coverings over
the entire window and frame to keep the
heat in, Weston said,

*“It's really best to replace with good
windows if you can. They help increase
the value of your house while you save
on energy costs and have the use of the
windows while you live there, You can
save 20.30 percent of your energy costs if
you replace aluminum windows with
vinyl nr wood, i

air dunng the cold months.
“Just think about what it's like in the
summes whea it's hot out with low
humidity compared with what it's like at
the same temperature but with o higher
humidity. You fee) the heat more with
the increased humidity. That's what you
want in your home in the cold months.

“Storm windows don't help solve
problem with aluminum frames, either,
All storm windows do is help decrease
the ice buildup on your windows,"

1{ you do replace your windows, he
recommends buying Type E glass. “This
type of glass blocks out the sun’s
ultraviolet rays so it keeps houses cooler
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inthe and refiects the heat back

into houses in the winter,” Weaton said.



