Now’s time to prep
little-used furnace

By Gerald Frawiey
stialf writer

ICTURE A dormant jurnoce in
P the basement gasping and
sputtering, realizing winter is
near. Picture it desperately
striving to warm your house. Picture its
little ticker as it gives out.

Picturc your blue toes when you wake
up at 3:30 a.m. to find your furnace has
— to put it cuphemistically — passed
on.

Now picture the repaicman telling you

. he'll be right out to fix the furnace — in
about seven days after he takes care of
the other multitude of furnaces he hos
agreed to fix.

And while you're at it, picture the
dent in your checkbook when the
repuieman leaves.

So grab n screwdriver and get down in
the bascment and prep that metal beast
for the winter months ahead.

® WHAT TO DO

So yau're in the basement, crawl space

or back zoom, and the furnace is in front
of you — now what do you do?

*One thing people don't do but should
is to ga down to the furnace in the
middle of August and see if the pilot
light is still en,” snid- Bob McQueen of
Flame Furnace in Livonin.
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It would nmaze people the number of
calls heating and cooling scrvicers get on
the first morning of the annual cold snap
that need nothing more than a relighted
pilot light, McQueen said. -

That done, the homeowner should
change the lurnace filters ond oil the
blower unit. Locate the access pancl to -
the blower unit and remove it to revenl
the blower fan and above air filters.

Instructions for oiling the blower unit
and chimnging the filtera often are found
on the inside of the access panel, butthe
homeownes may have to go hunting for
the owner’s manual, McQueen said.

A rule of thumb is to change the nir
[ilters every two months during furnace
use, McQueen suid, adding it may even
be wise to change the filters cvery menth
during heaviest usuge.

Oiling the moving parts on the blowtf
unit should be done annually in the fall.
Experts also suggest cleaning the inside
of the blower unit chumber as much as
possible.

For thosc furhaces equipped with o

_humidifier. McQueen said the

homcownes can clean or replace the fifter -

in that as well,

® BE FILTER WISE
Dan Green, owner of D&G Heating
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Service techmician Enc Rubbemop of § & M Heating Sales begins a Iwice-yearly ’
{urnace check by exammnng the turnace humidiher.

One Hot Deal

No Money Down! No Interest!
No Payment Until May 1992!
Buy An Amana High Efficiency Furnace,
Or An Amana Central
Air Conditioner With A
High Efficiency Furnace,
And Get One Hot Deal!
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REFACING
This no frills ad represents our commitment to
quality workmanshlp and reasonable pricing.

CALL 851-1079

for excellence in kitchen cablnet refacing.
Free demonstration video available on request.

_Affiliated with The Michigah Design Center.

*All Woodbumers  «Morstar Repair  «Complete Safely
& Fireplaces +Qil Burners Inspections [nchided

l_— ——j Wills Al Cleanings
35.00 Cover Your Chimney

Qrighion ¢ 313.227.6104

« C.T. Heating & Coollng

» Accu-Temp Keating & A.C.. Inc. - O'Brlen Heating & Cooling, Inc.

» Soliman Hemlng & Cooling, Inc.
Onk Patk « 113-543-0431 >

« Comtort Sysiems, Inc.

t Pinckney ~313-878-9143 " Farminglon Hills - 3¥3:378-0092,

Whaterford » 313.673-4679 or
313-547.2237
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A C_h:uT Clumm.y is.a Safe One.
For a Professional Job Call
STAN'S CHIMNEY SERVICE
313 887-2909
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