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‘Old Enough To F 1ght qﬂd Enough To Vote?’

BULLETIN

The State House of Repre-
sentatives Tuesday gave 73-
30 approval to the ‘‘age of
‘majority” package bill, includ-
ing an 18-year-old drinking
age, and sent it to the' Senate.

Observerland represen-
tatives split 4-3 in favor.
Voting “yes* were  John
Bennett (D-Redford), Marvin

Stempein (D-Livonia),

Thomas Brown (D-Westland) .

and Joseph Forbes (D-Oak
Park).

Opposed were Richard
Young (D-Dearborn Heights),
James Tlerney (D-Garden
City) and Raymond Baker (R-
Farmington).

By TIM RICHARD

Historically, pressure for
the 18&-year-old vote usually
starts in wartime, and it's
fed by the “bloody shirt”
argument: “If they're old
enough to die for their coun-

try, they're old enaugh to
vote.” .

Does that argument really
make sense? Are people to-
day  really, maturing
younger? And what is “matu-
rity"'? :

Some scientific answers
are provided by Gov. Milli-
ken's Special Commissioni on
the Age of Majority (1971)
and by the British Commit-
tee on the Age of Majority
(1967). Both recommended
that 18 be the legal age for
everything - nbt just voting
but for business contracts,
free marriage, , drinking and
making wills,

The British adopted their
committee’s recommenda-
tion, and the 'governor of
Michigan has proposed his
commission’s ideas to the
Legislature. 1

< .

HERE'S WHAT the gover-
nor’s commission had to say,

Phone Class Ends
For Pregnant Girls

A telephone teaching
system that has enabled some
80 students over the past four
years to complete high school
is a casualty of recent state
legislation that prohibits
classifying pregnant girls as
special

Legislation passed a year
ago prohibits high schools
from excluding girls because
they are pregnant and permits
local districts to set up
separate programs for these
students,

SINCE SEPTEMBER 1967,
Oakland Schools has offered
high school courses to
students who will be absent
from their schools longer than

education students. .

two months for physical
reasons. A total of 267 students
have been declared eligible
for enrollment by physicians,
who certify that the student is
well enough for instruction,
but should ot attend school.

Of these' 55 have had
disabilities  other than
pregnancy: Among the non-
pregnant are .victims of
automobile, skiing and
swimming accidénts, as well
as  young people with
muscular ﬂystrophy. heart
malfunction and other chronic
disorders.

Students from 26 of the 28
Oakland County districts have
been enrolled in the program.
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their educat?on

‘Even those who prolong

operate with a

fre edom unheard of 30 years
\

ago.’ i

as wriften by a member] Dr. “formal thought is displayed.

John Hagen of the University
of Michigan psychology! de-
partment:

*It i§ well known that men-
tal age continues to grow
throughout childhood,' but
reaches its maximum in
éarly adolescence, ages 14 to
15. Beyond that age, mental
age is relatively stable. .

The abstract can be dealt
with easily, and any difficul-
ties in judgment are due to
lack of knowledge and experi-
ence rather than lack of rea-
soning ability. .

“ONE COULD argue lhat
just. because youth have
developed their capacities
before ‘the age of 18, it is

quite another question
Swigs psyclj:login Jean ghether their actual behav-
Piaget... stages of o g maturity.

intellectual growth which act
as bouhdaries on the child's
capacities. The highest stage,
called {logical operation,’ is
achieved by about age 13 in
normal children, and beyond
that time there are no quali-
tative differences between
the adolescent and the adalt's
thinking processes.

“The, major breakthrough
at this stage of logical opera-
tions concerns the onset of
the ability to distinguish:the
real from the possible. The
adolescent can now consider
a problem in terms of jthe
possible relations which
might be true and then: go
about esu‘ng which are in-
deed trge. .

Othe tesung shows ‘the
youngster of the same age of
“logical operations” can also
make, moral judgments. The
comumy slon report goes on:

“ DEVELOPMENT of
the abill'(y to make certain
political: decisions has been
studied by Prof. Joseph Adel-
son of the U. of M. Children
from ages 11 through 18 have
been studied via depth infer-
views to determine their pol-
itical umlerstandmg :

“'It was found that before
the age:of 13, the chxldren
were unable to reason frnm
premise; to use hypot.heucal-
deductive modes of ana]ysls
or to consider the social et
sequences of political acuqns.

““By age 13, a marked shift
kas occurred. He Has
achieved these capacities jat
least some of the time but is
still not able to display them
consistently.

“'By age 15, a real grasp of

“There .seems to be more
varialjility in’level of emo-
tional growth than in intellec-
tual gapacities. Emotional
stability is present in some
individuals at early adoles-
cencd, and others do not
seem lo reach it even at ages
25-30.

“‘Mpreover, it must be
recognized that life situations
compel large numbers of
youth |to assume adult roles
well before the age of 21.
Thus, | adult behavior is a
necessity and can be quickly
learnefl, at least in terms of
the njinimum requirements
for carrying out responsibil-
ity. The fact that so many
individuals under age 21 do
s0 is evidénce they have the

Our Lawmakers
Pass Up Cruise

While a large portion of the
State Legislature ducked out
for a brief trip to the Bahama
Istands, Observerland
senators and representatives
remained at work.

An estimated one-quarter of
the legislators (or 37
lawmakers) skipped two days
of work to be the guest of the
Greater Detroit Chamber of
Commerce on a cruise to the
Caribbean islands.

Though the chamber would
not release the names of the
legislators on the trip, Ob-
serverland’s  Sens. Carl
Pursell (R-Plymouth),

in their| home districts on the
weekentl.

Bennptt- spent Friday
discusding polities  with
Redford Township officials
and explained: “I was invited,
but 1 refused. I'm not sure,
though,jwhat's wrong with the
trip. 1 might go next year.”

The weekend junket drew
criticism because legislators
were off for two weeks already
this mopth around Easter and
because it was considered a
“reward" for legislators who
do favors for the Chamber, of
Commefce.

William Faust (D- s
and David Plawecki (D-
Dearborn Heights) were seen
on the floor of the Senate for
the Thursday session. Sen.
Daniel Cooper (D-Oak Park)
was reportedly in a committee
meeting on Friday.

REPS. Marvin Stempien
(D-Livonia) and Thomas
Brown (D-Westland) were
present for a committee

meeting on the Schoolcraft’

College apporuonment issue
on Thurs

Rep. Jnseph Forbes (D-Oak
Park) was in town for his
daughter’s graduation from
the University of Michigan,
Reps. James Tierney (D-
Garden City), John Bennett
(D-Redford Township) and
Raymond Baker (R-
Farmington) were reportedly
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It's as hondsome as it ls comfortable. Deeply tufted
contoured seat and bock of urethane foam is really
relaxing. In easy-care, scuff-resistont, washable block
vinyl covering with walnut finish arms and base.
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APR out by
the chanber ‘mentions that 450
persons| were to travel from
Charles{on, §.C. to Freeport in
the Grand Bahamas for a one-
day stop and then return.

It doés not mention that
state legislators were invited.

Threq seminars were
scheduled during the free trip.
A film af
“The Cjty: Crisis in Per-
spective,” began the
programh. A panel on
“Downtgwn Stadium-Key to
Detroitls Future” and a
“Town Hall' Meeting"” were
slated.

d panel discussion on §

basic intellectual and emo-
tional requisites.”

IN ARGUING for 18 as the
age of legal majorlly. the
Michigan commission relies
heavily on the research of
the British committee, which
says, under the hzadmg of
**Are They Responsible?"--

*“The British Medical Assa.

-draws attention to the pro-
gresswely earlier physical
maturity apparent during the
past 100 years and observes
that the trend towards earlier
physical maturing has been
shown equally in boys and
girls.”

The BMA says ‘“there is
good evidence, however, that

children who are physically remains that the vast major-
advanced for their age score ity are out in the world, run-
higher in mental tests than ning their own lives, hghung
their cont:mporarles. their own battles, choosing

“It is our view that there their own friends, and that
are no psychological reasons even those who prolong their
for placing the age of major- education operate with a
ity at 21 nor any psychologi- ‘freedom unheard of 30 years
cal objecuan to lowering the ago.”
age. ' The Bnush committee
noted it had received only
one piece of evidence advo-
cating raising the age higher
than 21. The entire text:

Sir, re Age of Majority.
2l is wrong. 50 is right.
Verb.sap. Yours faithfully.”

It was written from a Lon-
don club, and the signature
was indecipherable.

AND THE British commit-
tee later adds:

“Whether we like it or not,
the young are marrying ear-
lier; whether we like it or
not, they are earning more:
even if we should prefer to
clap them in a cloister for a
further three years, the fact
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. see our many Magnavox Anniversary
values that are now specially priced —including
Stereo Custom Component s;-zem. end Portsbles
Radios, Tape Recorders, Monochro:

and magnificent COLOR TV!

\

BIG 23" diagonal measure PICTURES...
with Automatic Fine Tuning! These outstanding
Magnavox Anniversary Values will always “remember” to
give you a perfectly-tuned 295 sq. in. picture—on every
channel, everytime  Their other advanced features include
an Ultra-Bright tube for fabulous life-like realism, Quick-
On. plus Chromatone for added picture depth and richer
colors. Early American—model 7104. Contemporery—
model 7102. See them today.
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