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OLE Mandey, October 14, 1991

l!y Pat Murphy , ns and Smith of Blrmingham.
atatf writer cker, and three other
. members of the Oakland Reappor-
- Now that both aldes have hired le-  tionment Commiltes started to

gal consultants, the challenge to a
- plan for redrawing .boundaries of
- county commission districts could

move swlfily In the Michigan Court
-of Appeals, according Donald Tuck-
.er, chatrman of the Oakland Demeo-
~crats,

I expect some action by the end

. of the month or carly in

‘move the process along Wednesday

when they authorized-iegal cvunul
ta defend against the De

defend GOP boundary plan

hire another flrm would be to penal-
ize Oakland aimply because I'm a
member of this firm."

HIRING ' ALEXANDER'S law
flrm ralsed cyebrows among some

challenge.

The .reapportionment ‘commiltee
agreed that” Oakland County- pro-
secutor Rlchard Thompson will rep-
resent the Republican positlon, wlm

sald Tucker, a lawyer who Iul
month filed sult agalnst the reappor-
- tlonment plan drafted by his Repub-
: llcan counterpart, James M, Alexan-
der, a lawyer with Foster, Swift, Col-

help from. A
law firm. .
Alexander said the :holce was ob-

‘ vious, “We're the best county In the

state, we should have the best repre-
sentation , . . that's my firm. To

Area students offered schdlarships_

.. The University of Daylor has of-
fered scveral local students academ-
Ie scholarships for the 1891-92 year,
The program is designed to recog-
nize prospective students who have
attained exceptional academic
records. .

Sarak M. Porretta of Bloomfield
Hltls was offcred the Frank J. Jauch
Family Scholarshlp and Molly P.
Janik of Southfleld was awarded the
Dean of Arts-Scl

Stepben E. Goodman of Troy was
the reciplent of the Presidents Schol-
arship and Christopher J. Meruc of
West Bloomfleld recelvcd the Spe-
cla) Achievement Award.

Jaget C. Mueller of Farmington .

Hllls was offered the University
Leadership Award and Jolie Kronk
of Farmington was. awarded the
Dean of Arts-Sclences Scholarship.
Julle A. Rorman of Union Lake
recelved the Dean of Arts-Sciences
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who say it to
be a conflict of Interest. County com-
missloner Dennls M. Aaron, D-Oak
Park, assatled the hiring at Thurs-
day's board meeting.

Another commissioner, Lawrence
R. Pernick, D-Southfield, sald he ob-
jected to the reapportionmeat com-
mittee “golng outzlde the normal
channels” in authorizing up to $5,000
In consulting fees,

County procedures requlre that an
agency, like the reapportionment
committce, -seek legal adviee
through the county corporation coun-
sel, Pernick said. Procedure also dlc-
tates that addltional legal fees be ap-
proved by the board of commlsston-

- ers, he sald, “Those policles weren't

followed in this case.”

Despite complaints from lcllow

communications, |nc
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Democrats, Tucker Friday defended
hlring Alexander’s flrm.

“The prosecutor’s office will do
most of the work," Tucker said,
“with.Umited help from Jim’s (Alex-
ander's) flrm. ere’s a ca;
$5,000, 50 we're not talklng aboul a
great deal of money.

“A client (In this case thé reappor-

Uonment commlitec) should get to
plck its own lawyers -- and Foster,
Swift, Co’lllus and Smith are among

Tucker sald he and other members
of the reapportlonment committee
— Thompson, County Clerk Lynn Al-
len and Treasurer C. Hugh Dobany
= voted Lo hire the flrm. “Alexander
abstatned (from voting) to avoid any
conflict of interest.”

Democrats, by the way, hnve al-
ready hired “the best {legal counsel)
in the state," sald Tucker, That's Ted
Sachs and Mark Brewer in Lansing,
at an expecled cost of $50,000 to
$75,000.

The Democrmc Party wm pay its
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legal fees from -ils own coffers,
Tucker sald, even though he's con-
vineed they' should be pald by the

. county.

“l‘hh is a publlc policy fssue,” he
sald. *It's not Don Tucker's or the
Democratlc Party's. It's an - issue
that vitally concerns the average cit-
lzen.”

TUCKER AND the D

sald U-M would beat Florlda State.”:

Alexander Friday zald he s confl-
dent his plan will prevail In court,
“But I still think we might work out
some kind of compromise with Dem-
ocrats.”

Among other things, his plan re-
duces the number of county commls-
sion districts from 27 to 25. It also
sets up a number of districts in

contend the proposed Republican
reapportionment plan ignores redis-
tricting guidelines and gerryman-
ders districts to enhance GOP pollti-
-cal power,

“P'm convinced the three-Judge
pane! will take one look and rule
that we're right,” sald Tucker, After
o pause he said, “But then, I also

which and
Democrats allke, would run agatnst
cach other In 1992, assuming they all
seck re-election and none changes
resldences.

“I'm very confldent my plan wil}
hold up in court,” sald Alexander.

No word, however, on whether he
plcked Michlgan or Florida State.
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