Farmmgton counci

| Editor’s note: Five candidates
4= including three incumbents
and two challengers — will vie for
three seats on the Farmington
City Council on Tuesday, Nov. 5.
Today we focus on incumbent
Ralph Yoder. |

’ nycn" Hane
stalf writor

* This could be one of the toughest
races of his career.
. Twenty-tix-year Farmington City
Council veteran Ralph Yoder sald he
sees candldates working harder than
ever this year, as flve people vie for
lbree open seats. But despite chal-
lenges to the status quo, he belleves
(here's no substitute for his years of
clvie service,
- “I fust think experience has got
something lo say for ltsell,” sald
Yoder, who has been ro-elected sev-
en times since hls first win in 1965
and Is the most senlor council mem-

A.nd obviously, he dluxn:u with

one challenger who l:l“l for restric-
tlon of counell terms.

“ have no problem with it (stay-
ing In office), as long as the elector-
ate wants to put you back [n,” sald
the 65-year-old former resldent of
the Bel Alre subdivision who recent-
Iy moved to River Glen C:

Farmington Clty Cguncif

umas on Grand River.
He has stayed on the councll be-
cause of the “camaraderio” and the

He m‘m his firat two-year term in
ms and after that won consecutive

chance to serve his

“I conslder myself as somewhat of
a stabilizing influence on the coun-
cil” he sald. “And, because of my
longevity, I belleve . . . Iview lssues
from a diiferent perspective.”

YODER CAN oflen be found play-
(ng the devil's advocate at a Monday
night council meeting, and prides
himself on consldering each Lssue in-
dividually. .

Yoder first became active in city
government when a friend was elect-
cd to the eity councl] in 1957 and he
began attending mccunp
years later, he decided nughl
I'dkind o! like to try that.”,

year terms by more
votes,
Yoder's mmeﬁmu spolty atten-
dance at meetings is an {xsue be ad-
dresses directly, While president of
Tri-Country Enterprises, Inc., a
trucking flrm, Yoder missed three or
four meetings in a row while vp

north on businesa and another couple

of meetinga while on vacation.

He is now. retired, and said he
plans to spend much more time in
town and on council duties.

The largest lssue facing the city In
the immedlate future is the financlal
effect of state and federal budget
cuts, the looming prospect of proper-
ty tax reform, and the bad economy
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‘l consider myself as
somewhat of 8
stabilizing influence on
the council. And,
because of my
longevity, | believe. . .
I view issues from a
different perspective.’
— Raiph Yoder
council veteran

which ls all hitung the city at the
same tme. “We're dipplng into our
reserves already,” he said. "We will
be good this year and next year, but
we could be [n trouble If the econo-
my doesn't bounce back."

OTHER NEW ISSUES have

il veteran expects tough race

o0 restrictive, but backs the city's
positlon on the recycling fee decl-
slon. He Is willlng to reconaider put-
ting the fee on the tax roll In another
year, If more people are using the
curbside recycling program.

Yoder plans to do an election blitz
in the final weeks of the campalgn,
sending a malling and dolng some
phone calllng. Voters won't see cam-
paign signs with the “Yoder” name,
however. “I'm opposed to lawn signs

~ I think they're a form of pollu
llon

Yoder was born In Michigan's
thumb, but has lved 39 years in
Farmington and another 11 years in
Farmington Township. In addition to
bls councll work, he also served on

the city’s planning commiaslon in the -

early 1960s. He Is past president and .

board member of Salem United
Church of Christ, 8 member of the
F:lrmin;lan-nm Goodfellows and
the

1lvened up this year's race,
temporary business signs and the
question of whether the clty’s recy-
cling fee 1s a tax, Yoder said. He be-
licves the current sign ordinance Is

2 membcr of the Farmtngton/Farm-
ington Hillt Chamber of Commerce.

He Is married and has two grown
children.

Personalities hurt Hills council, challenger charges

' Editor's note: As the Nov. §
Farminpton Jiills City Council
clection draws near, the Observer
will be talking with the seven can-
didates and letting you know who
they are, what they think they can
do for the city, and how they
stand on issucs.

8y Joanne Mallszewskl
statf wrlter

Paul Sowerby says he doesn’t say
anything unless he can back it up.

“I know | have a direct line be-
tween my braln and my mouth," said
Sowerby, a former appointed Farm-
Ington Hills clty councilman who lost
1o challenger. Nancy Bates In 1989
for a two-year term.,

But the Birmingham attorney has
decided once agaln to jump Into the
local political ring because he be-
lleves that teadershlp is lacking on
the councll-and declsions must be
made — without the burden of per-
sonality pollties.:

“There'’s a need. The theme oILn:Ay

Is P
ty and accountabllity, For the most

‘There's a need. The

Farmington Hlits Clty Council

theme of my palg
Is leadership,
responsibility and

accountability. For the
most part, it's been
lacking.’

~— Paul Sowerby

part, It's been lacking,” sald the 47-
year-old former parks and recre-
atlon commissloner and zoning
board of appeals member,

Sowerby, who recelved his law de-
gree when he was 40, belleves he fost
the race to Bates in 1989 because of

the controversial industrial-re-
search-offlee lasu

“The cltizens of our communlty
have spoken on the subject. As far as
Im cencerncd (t's the end of the is-
sue.”

Sowerby admilts he doesn't mince

Future of Peltz-MDOT land
splits candidates, residents

words ~ a characteristic he says
irightened local paliticlans when he
served as an appointed councllman
for seven months. But he's quick to
remind that he doesn’t carry person.
al anlmosity following a council vate
- no matter how controversial the
vote.

“THlS PERSONALITY {on the
councll) thing has to stop. Let the Is-
sue.be debated, leave the personall-
tles out of it,” said the 18-year elty
resident. “We're here to do the job. If
you don’t like each other, deal with
that elsewhere.” )

« Sowerby says he's got the abillty
to disagree without animosity. “I
have the ability to disagree with el
villty and go on to the next lssue. It's
not issues divlding this clty, it's the
personalities. You can't be after a
popularity contest. Vote your heart
and consclence,” Sowerby sald at a
recent candldates nlght.

As he looks ahead, Sowerby says a
major challenge faclng the-city is
.the need to pay for services with the
present tax base. The way he sees it

L LI there's 2bot

By Josnne
statf wrltar

= The Peltz-MDOT property contin-
Wes Lo dlvide the-publlc-and. candl-
dates sceking election to the Farm-
ington Hills City Council.

That's why Farmington Hills clty
couneil Incumbent Larry Lichtman
says he suggesied an ad hoc commit-
tee of members — to ‘plan for the
acreage — representlng various In-
terests In the city.

"We want to bring the community
together, not find more ways to dl-
vide I, sald the two-year councll-
man, a former planalng commlssion
and zoning board of, appeals mem-

ber.
fooking beyond the eight-year
speclal parks and recreation plan
that mandates nothing more than
. plenlc area, access road and some
hlLlng trails, Lichiman, 33, sces the
need to develop the acreage “to its
maximum potentlal for any pumber
of clvic uses to meet the ever In-
cteasing needs of our residents.”
It's the clty's job, he said, to en-

"’lnrr\ha!‘lhe’ncrc‘lw—dmnt—“bc———“wrm's—wmnrwmrhmnrm

come a very cosily, publlcly subsl-
dtzed buffer for the ad}olnlng subdl-
v!slnn {Quaker anlcy)

CllALLF.NGEI\ Paul Sowerby dl.s‘

agrees. “Leave it ln the natural
state.” But Sowerby, 47, who was ap-
polnted to the councll in April 1989
untl] the November 1989 election in
which he lost to councllwoman Nan-
cy Bates, agrees with other candl-
dates: The city must buy more land
now. “If land is expensive, so bc i
Don't hesitate, get It right now,”

A former parks and recreatlon
commissioner and the treasurer for
the flrst parks and recreation special
millage campaign, Sowerby says he
understands the need for youlh
sports. But he refuses to put ball-
fleds on every available flat piece
of land in the city.

“Thls. is =zn emotionally fraught

vwmmunlly. I really believe the

~Leave itas nature: -~ -

‘Just leave the
property undeveloped.

intended.’
— challenger Aon Oliverio

parks and recreatlon commisslon
feeds on that," Sowerby said.

‘That's why the candidate believes
change 1Is necessary, including
thanking parks nad recreation com-
missioner Dennis Fltzgerald for hls
years of service as chalrman and let-
ting someone else lead the group.
“It's out of control, as far as I am
concerned.”

While Sowerby wonders what the
need for youth sports facilitles will
be in 10-20 years, two-year council-
woman Bates, who says she's com-
mitied to youth sports, sees the pos-
sibility of puttlng sports flelds on
land that's suitable for that usc and
years [rum now changing that use if
Recessal

land. Some things can be converted,”
said Bates, 54, a leglslative aide to
state Rep. Jan Dolan of Farm!ngton
Hills.

BUT BATES says she's shy abonl
putting sports ficlds on Peltz-MDOT,
south of 1-696, west of Farmington
Road. “You're going to destroy a lot
of natural beauty just irying to get
back there (whcre there's flat land
on the property).”

Six-year council veteran Tcrry
Sever believes, that with the city’s
commitment to purchasc land for
youth sperts — such as the sod farm
on Elght Mlle — Pcltz-MDOT can be
preserved.

“I'm sure the voters wlll decide
the use of the land, but 1 would hope
the majority of our community
would agree to not develop the land
and preserve it n it's natural state,”
sald the owner of TL Printlng in
Farmington. Sever serves as councll

c—FCpIeS

liaison to the new youth sports facill-
tics ad hoe committee.

Challenger Ron Ollverio, 37, wants
o sce Peltz-MDOT left alone. “Just

-~...leave the_ property... undeveloped.

Leave it a3 nature Intended,” said

the candidate, who lost his first bid

for a council scat In 1989,

Otlverlo, an investments vice pres-
ident with First of Michlgan Corpd-
ration, also serves on the city's eth-
Ies committee.

Challenger and former city coun-
cilwoman Joanne Smith, 65, says she
basn't changed her mind about
Peltz-MDOT from the days when the
parks and recreation plan went be-
fore the planning commission, which
she chairs.

THE CITY MUST buy land for
youth sports, Peltz-MDOT should be
preserved. But If land cannot be
bought for sports, there s a flat area
on the MDOT property by 1-696 that
could be used for sports ficlds, Smith
said.

"When I spoke before the councll,

sion, 1 said, ‘all of us thought the
land should be saved,’ * said Smith, a
member of the Peltz-MDOT ad hoc
committee.. I havea't altered. my
position.”

Surprised that there has been a Jlt-
e criticlsm of her positlon on the
Peltz-MDOT ad hoc commitiee —

light of her sceking election — Smith

sajd she doesn't believe It poses a
conflicl. Another ad hoc member,
Dennls Fitzgerald, parks and recre-
ation chairman ls Smith's honorary
campalgn manager.

Write-ln candidate Andrew
Raczkowski, 22, wants Peliz-MDOT
to be a ‘| ive use” and “family
oriented park. In my oplnlon, this
brings all the partles that have inter-
csts in these properties to lerms
while preserving the natural beauty
of our community.” Raczkowski will
begin graduate school in November.
Hels also in the Army Reserve.

Dinosaur Hill Halloween celebration a Hoot

By Brenda Dooley
staff writer

Al nightfall on four upcoming Oc-
tober cvenings ghosts, goblins and
costumned creaturcs will take cover
In the woods around Dinosaur Hill
Nature Preserve.

There they'll walt, ready to enter-
tain visitors to the Rochester nature
center’s annuai Halloween Hoot.

bed as a “screech of a nature
walk,” the event takes place on the
evenings of Oct. 18 and 19 and Oct. .
25 and 26.
After greeting guests at a bonfire,

Ruldes will escort groups of about 20
through a 60-minute bature walk
every 10 minutes beginning at 7 p.m.
on all four nights. Along the trall, it
by luminaries, visltors will view
short skits performed by costumed

volunteers and members of local, .

acting groups.

Rita Becker, office manager at
the preserve, said the actlvity has at-
tracted a host of performers since It
first began. Those acting oul skits tn-
clude members of drama clubs at
Rochester High School, Rochester
Adams High School, Troy High
School and Avondale High School.

+ developed  using

Also Involved are members of the
Rochester and Rochester Adams
High Schoo) Key Clubs.

"We really represent a cross-sece
Alon of the community,” Becker said.

The theme for this year's “Hoot”
is recyellng. Each acting group
works Its own skt around the theme.

WHILE SOME of this year's skits
will dea) with recycling, others are
“recycled falry
tales” as a foundation,

For example, one skit Ls a take-off
of the famous “Wizard of Oz story.

v

presenting the plannlog_commls- |

ut15 percent va-_ gof
cant land left — and only about 20

percent of that is developable —
ihere's Jess peed for 20ning and engl-
neering stafl, for example, But with
a growing population,. there's .a
greater need for more pollee and
fire statf.

“I'm not going to vote for a tax
increase, I'm fed wp wlith it. I pay so
many taxes now. I'm suggesting the
funds are there. I'm suggesting may-
bel\ney are nat belng allocated prop-
erly.”

Roads, sewers and storm drains —
the city's infrastructure — [s also
tmportant to Sowerby. As far as he's
concerned, it's one thing to blame
developers for every allment faclng
the communlity, “but the problem
wasn't dcvelopen It was with the
planning.”

SOWERBY WOULD llke to
reasess flnancing tn the city, “I'd
rather spend $150,000 on a simple
sewer connection than on a half-mile
of sldewalk that will deadend into a
wall or row of trees.”

Like some of the other seven can-
didates seeking election to four seats
thls year, Sowerhy wants a major
study of the city's need for facilitles,
The clty Is faced with needs for sen-
for adults, the library, the 47th Dis-
trict Court, for example.

"Before we rush out to spend mon-
ey, we need to pull all these ni
together. There's been a lack of plan-
alng (n the past,” hc sald, “You've

ottaslow_down. st
what's been done. Wc have to find

out what needs (o be corrected and
what we have to do for the future.”

Sowerby says he knows people
think he's opinionated. Well, he is.
And he Hkes it just find, “I'm telling
you bow I feel. I can’t change my
mind."

Belore attending law school when
he was 36, Sowerby worked at Ford
Moter Corp., had a sales business In
Farmington Hills for nine years and
worked in real estate.

“People look at me and say, ‘He'’s
got It all, He’s got It easy.' It dldn't
come easy,” sald Sowerby, the
youngest of 11 children, He was or-
phaned at three years of age and
adopted by the Sowerbys.

HE IS ACTIVE in his church, St.
Matthew Lutheran Church of Walled
Lake, at which he is vice-president
of the congregation. He's the Imme-
dlate past vice president of the
Farmington Arca Republican Club
and offers free legal counsel to the
Farmington Hills senlor adults at
the Mercy Center,

“I am not a one-faceted person,”
Sowerby satd. For the last few years,
Sowerdy tides ln a blcycle marathon
for multiple sclerosis.

He expects to raise about $5,000
for his campalgn, which tncludes
buttons, lawn signs, and Nterature,
He's getting to know voters by hav-
Ing cotfee klatches.

T 'm ;taIUng Lo get name rocogni-

There is a need.”
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You are cordlaﬁy invited to attend

Thursday. October 24, 1991
6:45 p.m.
Qakland Community College/

Orchard Rldge Campus-Smith Auditorium

elebration of United Nations Day

Club ard -

55 Orcnard take Road
Farmington Hills

" Featuring the melrd ared'’s top jazz perormers? ™~
Ursula Walker/Buddy Budson Trio
George Benson and Friends
Norma Jean Bell and the All Stars
Alexander Zonjic and Friends

a benett pertormance for the

Qakland County Center tor Open Housing
Advance tickets $13 ($15 at door)

valav'e at Souhteld Cny Hal
Hon dosh dunng b
fe'cd Parks & Rocre,

08

mar recept on desk evenngs and Cn iy

Make checks payab'e to

Oakland County Center tor Open Housng

Donatians are tax-deduchble.
For mose nformaton

OCCOH 647-0575, Scuthticid Commundy Relauons Dept. 354-4854

Spansoned ty
OCCOoH

The Onserver Eccentre M\-.s.mwwr,
WJZZ-Jazz 106 F
Birming'am-Bloomte'd Task Force on Race Rohlhc s and Eivne Dvers:
Race Relatons Council of Metropattan Detrot




