Ontario incinerator ban means

On Nov. 5, Oakland County vot-
-ers will decide on a ballot propos-
al to finance the county’s pro-
pascd solid waste program. This
is part of a continuing series on
the solid waste program and the
controversy it has generated,

‘By Pat Murphy
“staft writer

Last April, the Province of Ontar-
lo enacted a ban on the eonstruction
of future incinerators.

‘The province's five exlsting incin-
crators would be allowed to continue
operation. And the waste-to-cnergy
facility under construction near
Pcel, west of Toronto, would be com-
pleted.

But there would be no new incin.
crators under the governmental potl-
cy that would also Impose tight re-
strictlons on the waste that could be
burned or placed in landfills.

Environmental groups In Oakland
County often clte Ontario's declsion
as the salest approach (e handling
solid waste, Intead of incineraling

One such group, HOPE (Help Oak-
land Protect the Environment) urges
resldents to vote agalnst the Nov. §
ballot Lssue. If the lssue Is defeated,
say HOPE and others, county offl-
clals would likely change course and
emulate Ontarlo and other commun-
Ities that have rejected incineratlon,

“'We just don't think that's the way
{0 go” explained HOPE member
Tara Gocl of Rochester Hills.

BUT ONTARIO'S DECISION Is
merely one area’s answer Lo a prob-
lem, responds Roger Smith, deputy
director of the county's waste man-
agement divislon. For every area,
like Ontarlo, that bans Inclneration,
there are dozens that sec it as a via-
ble option.

As a matter of fact, Smith notes,
President George Bush's National
Encrgy Strategy calls for slignifi-
cantly more waste-to-encrgy faclli-
ties once health and environmental
concerns are resolved.

Michigan Public Act 209 of 1987,
furthermore, dictates a state strate-
gy o encourage recycling and

fe-t

- the nearly- 4,000 tons of

waste that county residents generate

daily, the county should insist on re-
duclng the flow of refuse and recycle
what's left.
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Oakland County
Trash Plan Proposal

~ More rellance on Incinerators s

Smith sald, :md thelr abillty to re-
mave dioxins and other hazardous
malerials from the emissions. “But
we're confident we can do that,” he
said. “Emission standards {(for the
proposed Auburn Hills Inclnerator)
are the toughest In the couniry.
Ontario’s approach does involve
one drawback, admits Joyce 1.

McLean, policy advisor to province -

Environmental Minlster Ruth Grier.
Bannlng Incincratlon will requlre
more landfills.

“We're faclng a crisis, said
McLean. “Within four years, 80 land-
fills will reach capacily and clase,
We can’t say how many new land{ills
we'll need, but they're preferable to
tnclnerators.”
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Ash from the proposed Auburn
Ilills  waste-to-energy  incinerator
will not necessarily go into the coun-
ty-controlled land{ill in Orion Town-
ship as stated In Thursday’s story on
Oakland's solid waste program.

“We really haven't made that de-
cision yet,” sald Roger Smith, the
county’s deputy dlrector of solld
waste management. It could go
there, but it could also go to any
number of sites.”

The decision on any ash from Oak-
land's incinerator will not be taken
up untl] after the Nov. § vote, Smith
said,

Ironically, Incinerator ash is gen-
erally safer.tn landfills than munlei-
pal waste, he sald. “Even so, those
landfills are closcly monitored.”
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Ontarlo expects to prolong the
llves of existing landfllls — and re-
duce the number needed in the fu-
ture — by strict on the
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counly vommussioner Roy Rewo!d
R-Oakland Township, a leading pro-
ponent of u:: county waste program,

“Landfllls

kind of refuse that can be burned or
landtilied, she said.

Coml.rucLIon wastes, for example,
are banned. Pallet and scrap wood
that ‘can’t be reused must be
mulched for landscaping, she sald.
Organic scrap — food, leaves and

are jbad llumal.lve.“
Another commlssioner,
Crake, R-Waterford, predicts Oak-
Jand's solid waste proposal will pass.
Voters in Highland Townshlp, for ex-
ample, might be inclined to approve
the Incinerator in Auburn Hills be-
cause the alternative could well be a

1andfill in their back yards.
The entire ballot proposal boils
down to a matter of cholce, summa-

rized Smith, “Qakland's waste prob-
lem isn't going to go away. It's get-
ting worse,

“Qur program calls for reducing
the flow of trash by about 50 per-
cent, by recycling and- composting.
But what do we do with the rest. . .
lnﬁr\erau it? Or put It in pew land-
flis?”

grass clipplngs — must be compost-
ed.

Smith and other pi of
Oakland’s Incinerator acknowledge
that the county will need to locate
and build six to 10 new landfills if
the Nov. § ballot is defeated.

“THAT'S ONE REASON I think

Small in size,
big in reach.

voters wlll say "yes’ on Nov. 5" sald
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You can't read and ybu
need medicine.
What do you do?
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Twenty mililon |

This means that they cannot read or understand the printed word.
They cannot fill In a form. write a check, or figure out a map of street
slgn And medidne bottles—"take two every day. may cause

"—these and gs are useless. D

Imaglne yourse!f In this situation, Peshaps someone would read the
prescription for you. Or perhaps you'd rely on your memoty after
questtoning the physiclan or pharmacist. But they think you can read.
a0 they may not give you aff the instructions.

Pretty scary, Isn't 1t?

How can you help?

below and give them the opportunity to open up their wortd.

Plymauth/Canton Arem
Community Litaracy Couneit
Cara yn Burns 313/45°-€555

Oskland County Litsracy Projsct
Catnryn Werss 3756.4927

QGarden Clty Adult Basle Education
24ena Hatmasay 312:422.7158

Livonla-Bentlsy Center
Adult Basle Education
tiamcy Broanng 213623 %262

If you know someone who cannot read, contact one of the agencles

nodvord Unlon Community Education *

.Or call thc Michtgan Basle Skills Hotline:
. 1-800-537-2836
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NOT ALLOUR CLIENTS ARE BIG. YET.
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