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WALT DISNEY WORLD — Standing in line
‘always irritates me a little, but t's hard not to smile
‘as I Inch toward Jim Henson's anmv&an Din
he Disney-MGM Studles Theme P: .
+ ‘The “How Long is the Wait" llgn Is “Another
timely service of the Muppets Lab Department of
Wlld Guexses,” Part of the Muppets Division of Line-

cering, of course.
) lt ’s those Ilttle touches of whimsy in the middle of
al) these technological wonders that keeps me
‘coming back Lo Walt Disney World, whlch celebrates
s 20th birthday this month. The Muppets are my
choice for the best new attraction In the World,
followed by the new Specl.mMnglc light pande inthe
Magie Kingdor
» I'wish I'd been there twenty-some yeara ago when
Dick Nunts, now Chalrman of Walt Disney
‘Attractions, was flrst driven Into the 27,400 acres of
plte groves and swampland that W.lli had bought ln
central Florida,
" “We drove In a four-sheel drive over rutted tralls
for what scemed ke hours untll we stopped in the
middle of nowhere,” Nunls said. * 1110 driver sald,
‘this {s where we'll build the gate.’
'« “*You've gotta be klddlng. 1 wm him. I wouldn't
even get out of the carl”
+ That swamp now holds a $3 blllion dollar complex
with three theme puru 18 hotels, threo golf courses,
water parks, campgrot
1 Nunis could take ynu aboard the glglntlc
Cinderella Castle baltoon launched Oct. 1, and
practice a little of that famous Mickey magle, you

That swamp now holds a $3 blilion
‘dollar complex with three theme
parke, 18 hotels, three golf
courses, water parks,
campgrounds.

‘World’ turns 20

umM)u\ro Vacatlon Ciub condos opening In
Decembe;

All thal lcchnulugy plus Minnle Moo and Grandma
Duck’s Farm, where a cow born with Mickey's
trademark black ear marking on his white coat -
resldes in the Magle Kingdom.

1was greatly concerned when I heard that the
Main Street Electrical Parade was moving to
y. It has lighted the Magle Kingdom at

could see the 43 square miles of the World Hght up at
dusk in time sequence over the years.
The Cinderella Caslle skyline of Magic Kingdom

"and a few hotels, Walt mmey Village In 1675,

EPCOT In 1982, Eleven years later, an explosion of
new lights with Disncy-MGM Studlos Theme Park
and new hotels all over the property.

Soar high enough and you might see west to Tokyo
Disneyland and east to ey, which opena at
9:01 &.m. April 12, 1992, In France.

Disney has sprinkled its plxie dust on several new
projects this year. Hollywood's Pretty Woman,
Dinosaurs Live, Honey I Shrunk the Kids
Adventureland, Teen-age Mutant Ninfa Turtles,
Muppet Vision 3D and a new Mickey Mouse Club are
already open at Lhe Studlos. Stage shows based on |
movies Beauty and the Beast and The Little
Mermald premlere November and January
respecilvely,

‘There are two new golf courses, Fazlo's Osprey
Rldge and Dye's Eagle Pines; two new Juxury hotels,
Disney's Yacht and Beach Club Resorts; two new
moderate botels, the Port Orleans Resort and the
Dixie Landings Resort which follows in January;

night since 1977 and is one of everybody's favorite
attractions.

Ineesdn't have worrled. As I atood on the street in
the Kingdom at 10 p.m. one recent nlght, with the
lights turned down and the crowd hushed, the first
float came nround the corner light a great ship of
l1ght, bearing llfe-slzed characters with lghted hatr.

Thoy danced in light on rolling balls, There were
danclng bass fiddles and danclng ptancs, dancing
peacocks and gliding fish, followling be a whole

! Ci 's carrtage from
color to whlmllgm and back. .

I¢ was just a bigger and detler electrical parade,
and it was wonderful.

Spending hot days and nights in a theme park Isn't
everybody's [dea of fun, but whenever I hesitate
about going to Mickey country I remember the
whimsy that Is so much a part of the World.

The cow with Mlckey ears, the Department of Line
Engineering, the little blonde girl, with that
delighted look on her face, dolng an impromptu
dance on the curb of the Magie Kingdom with Minnle
Mouse, and Jiminy Cricket on the back of the last
float of SpeclmM:lgic shouting: “Bye now, Take care.
Hope you had fun.”

Muppet Fozzle Bear and a friend pose al Walt
Disney World In Orlando, Fla.

Pholo by M!CKEY JOHES

2 area performers picked for Disney’s chosen few

You've secn A Chorus Line 50 you
know the drill. More than 300 asplr-
ing performers walk into the audl-

tion and about 25 of them walk out

with a job,

In the case of Jason Beadler of
Troy, Walt Disncy World auditioned
1,500 Instrumental players across
the nation and picked 90 for the All
American College Orchestra.

Dancer Michael Serapiglia of Tl'oy
had an evea slimmer chance; they

* plcked 12 dancers nationwide to per-
form in the Best of Disney show last
year,

‘Both performers were picked by

crossroads

Iris
Jones

At Dlaney he bas atage managed
major musical shows, such as the
Count Basie Orchestra, booked Inter-
natlonal talent, helped to bring edu-
cators and work professlonals to-
gether, and pursued one of his favor-

. program at Wayne State Unlverzity,

look dancing lessons from Annctte
and Company School of Dance In
West Bloomtield and started looking
toward Broadway.

“1 audltfoned for Disney's All
Amerlean College Show last Febru-
ary at Marygrove College, along
with 175 other contenders.

“Two and half months later they
called. T spent three and half months
doing flve shows a day in the Magic
Kingdom. I loved it

Singers and  dancers  audition
agaln Feb. 1, 1992, at Marygrove,
and Michael will be there,

“It was the first job In my fleld
and I tearned a lot, Including work
dlsclpline and how to work with oth-
ers during 378 shows."

Hl= advice for others who want to
audition: “Be prepared with a ﬂ:w

!lipplng burgers.”

Jason Bendler has been having {un
with hls violln since the 6th grade.
“The violln chose me!"” he says. As a
sophomore at Western Michigan
University, - Bendler pays bis way
through school by pfrlgrmlng for

n

Lansing and Battle Creek. “It beats

in Chicago last win-

different songs. Be as
possibte. Have fun. Dlsm:y wants lun
people. Dlsney is a fun place and
they want you to have fun.”

ter nnd wan a place on the All Amer-
lean College Orchestra. I spent the
summer at Walt Disney. World and

~—eerniters ke~ Bob—Radock; ~wiic
knows what It's llke to be one of the
chosen few, Bob was a music student
at the Unlversity of Michigan when
he was chosen for the All Americdn
College Band and lpens‘ a summer

ite-goal the-horizons—of
ltndcnu who come to Disney World.
Students llke Michael Serapiglla
and Jason Bendler.
Michael dldn’t start dancing untll
his senior year at Shrine High School
In Troy, He went lnto the theater

the band for two
years at Troy High school and was in
his sccond year as admissions direc-
tor -for Interlochen Arts Academy
whan the phona rang one day:

“fe're looking for a music festi-
val coordinator to book guest enter-
tainers into Disneyland,” the voice
sald,

“From the north woods to Ana- |

helm,” Bob says, Ha moved on to
Walt Disney World in Florida as tbe
coordinator of international festival
entértainers when EPCOT opened
1982. Now he is manager of Educa-
tional Programs for the division of
“Creative Enfertainment at Walt Dis-
ney.World.
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circulution of either The

Detroit News or Free

In fact, SPRING's suburhan

circulation is greater than the

two metro dail

And that's not afl.

According w the 1991
Belden study, SPRING

reaches mone of the aftluent

Tcm:u ation more l 1n

donbles the dudly suburbun

s’ combined.

Pruss.

the Orchestra was called back to
play for the 20th anniversary cele-
brations this month.

"We performed three - times a2
night during the week and with guest
stars like John Davidson on the
weekend, "

Disney will audition for the or-
chestra, marching band and show
band Feb. 1 at Northwestern Unlyer-
sily In Evanstan, Hlinois, and Feb. 2

.at DePant University School of Mu-

sic in Chicago.

suburban shoppers who hase
more—and spend more,

» 146,100 more suburban
vaeationers than the daily News

(55,400 more than the

Free Press),

» 91.800 imore suburhin
purchasers of airline tickets

than The News (9,700 mone

than the Free Press).
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» 80.700 (and 7900} more
suburban business wavelers,
More suburban boat owners,

trvel agent customers. .

SPRING is the nctwork of 50 Deteoit suburban newspapers published by the Adims, Assacuted,
Heritage, HomeTown, and Observer & Eceentric groups. Call (313) 953-2150.

Sinply pritc e onder i SPRING delivers mone,

Shonblo't sou be advertising i SPRING jore?

o enallthe facts, call sour SPRING representativee

e AR N e




