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-By Llnda Bachrack
‘speciat writer

Linda Ellerbee, author, journalist,
.and broadcaster, often apnwl.l In

about sex, it's about power,” Euu»
bee sald.

She considers the hearings healthy
for. the nation because it has gotten
people talking, made them aware of

:her favorite “blg, brown, disgusting  the issue of sexua) harrassment.
‘chalr’* and contemplates change. At
‘home lo Greenwich Village, N.Y. the “IT’S DEFINITELY a question of

‘humorist ponders the eplsodes of her
‘life and asks herself just what she
has learned,

And so, in her own captivating

Style, she shared with a large, appre-
clatlve Oakland Unlversity audlence
Monday In the school’s student cen-
Aer her flve flexible rules for &
‘changing world, or ly dead fish
swim with the stream.”
. “I've learned the easler a change
is to ake, unusually the less it mat-
‘ters, and uu: the older we get, the
harder It iy to choose change,” she
3ays in her.new book, “"Move On; Ad-
ventures |n the Real World.”

Ellerbee, 47, has risked change
theoughou her um'snc has success-
fully ralsed a son and daughter
alone, hopscoichlng from Texas
cowgirl to commune to covering
Congress for NBC News. She waa l
news anchor and an Emmy-winnin,
news writer, and has llnnlly selued
into her current role as business.
woman. She formed Lucky Duck
Productions in 1937, producing chil-

who do you belleve. If Thomas Is
confirmed, it will mean the old ways
are still in place, the U.5. Senate
doesn't perceive women to be pollti-
cal threats, and that women prefer
the status quo (these things happen),”
Ellerbee sald.

“I am not part of any feminlst
coosplracy, these are just my opla-
fons," she added with a laugh

A unlversity student asked Eller-
bee what spurred her ot to speak her
mind, and she responded that It ws a
lifelong bablt. “I was ralsed by sto-
tytellers and reader, I am a writer
becasue I am a reader.”

In her book she relates & humor-
ous story about Lhe year TV came to
her Bryan, Texa home. She liked
books belter, but the family insisted
upon eatlng dlnner on trays in front
of the television, and she: wu only
allowed to speak during
ond commercial breaks. “Whlcb is, 1
suspect, Where I learned to spuk In
thirty-second bursts.”

Perhaps referring to ber 1989

 Ellerbee at ou

Journallst captlvates student audlence

news and enlemlnmeuL She ex-
plalned that she did the commerclal
only to save Lucly Duck ber pro-
ductlon company,

' JOHN GULAS of Warren asked
Ellerbee's opinion on the direction of
hard news. Is It belng featurized?
“TV news began by Imltating print.
In 1981, priat (USA Today) started
lmlhun; TV. Today TV tews is imi-
tating USA Today. The answer Is to
offer a wider range of information.
TV ls not lhcre for you, it is there to
make money," lerbee. She
predicted that CNN will be the glant
that eats the whole thing, and binted
that networks and news divislons
may not be in business 5 years from
now,

When asked If the down:.lxing of
the news is the reason why we don't
have any more Harry Reasoners, El-
lerbee 2aid the networks want only
one star. “They only have anchor
monsters {Tom, Dan, and Peter) and
flremen (inexperienced reporters).
‘There ks no opportunlty for the mid-
dle level to develop. Therce are no
more documentarfes, onfy instant |
apeclals  anchored by nelworks
stars.”

Ellerbee’s flnal rule for a chang-

ing world is the one that kept her
Oakland U audlence atten-

dren's news shows for Nickelodeon. Maxwell House coffee
THE MOST DIFFICULT and chal-
lenging change Ellerbee was forced -
1o make was learnlog to live sober,
She Is celebrating two years of sobri-

in which she was critized for ped--

dling a product in the gulse of a jour-
nalist, one audlence member asked
Ellerbee about the fine llae between

tive and entertained, “Most of all,
I've learned that a good time Lo
lavgh Is any time you can,” she zaid,
and they did.

ety
*To cope with a changlng world,” o -

she says, “you must do it your own =¥

way. It may be right. Remember the &

best things In llfe arc not thingsand S acn f1imes

treat people as human belngs, And it -
Ea the duty of every cltizen to kecp
your mouth open, ralse your volee,”

Elterbee’s enthusuasm was conta-
- glous. and- the - mostly-student - audi--
ence responded with laughter and
spontancous bursts of applause, A .
lvely question. and answer sesslon
followed her talk, with the obvlous
question of the day posed by Cynthia
Fetsco of Rochester. She asked El-
lerbee's optnlon on the Senate conflr-
matlon hearings,

Ellerbea prefaced her response by
clearing up some Inconsistencies in
the news. She Insists that the press
did not sncak around and leak Anita
Hill's story, "Someone went to Nina
Totenberg with the story and it was
reported. Someone was disturbed
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