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“Up, up and away’
Andrea Salyer of Farmington focuses on a

rising rebound 1hst eludes the reach of op-.
ponent Myryah Shea In girls basketball

SHARON LaMIELOUstalt phatographee

Tuesday. Livonla Franklin won the game.
See story on Page 2B.

Mercy swimmers share

Ex-basketball coach
might seek lawsuit

By Dan O'Meara the Obscrver after he was contacted  clalm. He added the 54-year-old
atat wrlter for ump sald: Kaump could possibly coav:h“ 10
“I FEEL I have been treated un.  More years, and that -would affect

Bob Kaump has retatned legal falrly by the school district. Through his penslon based on years of ser:

" counsel and l.l contemplating a llw-

sult against'the Farmington Publle
Schoal District over his dismissal as
varsity boys basketball coach at
Farmington High,

Kaump, who coached at Farming-
lon for 12 years — five as the var-
slty coach and seven as tha JV coach
— was fired after last season by
prinelpal James Myers and athletic
dlrector Ron Holland for reasons of
supposed Encompetence,

He subsequently followed the ap-
peal procedure provided for coaches
who also are members of the Farm-
ington Education Association ln their
contract and was denied at each
level.

Kaump, a teacher at Power Mld-
dle School, belleves the evidence he
was able to produce in the form of
support letters and documents effec-
tively refuted every reason the ad-
minlstration gave for his dismissal.

Having exhausted his appeals,
{Kaump) “is looking into the law
rather than go back to the adminis-
tratlon,” sald lawyer Charles Lowth-
er, who s exploring the possibllity of
a wrongful firing sult on behalf of
Kaump.

“HE HASN'T authorized me (o flle

—a-suit, although-we have been-work.

Ing on it. If we do, it wlll probably be
In pretty short order™ =

After beiog told hls contract
would not.be renewed when he met
with Myers and Holland following a
2-19 season, Kaump first appealed to
Susan Zurvalee, director of employ-
ec relations for the school district.

*Bob exhausted the appeal pro-
cess under the contract provided for
blm,” she sald. “We belleve he
recelved the appropriate due-pro-
cess procedure, which has been
negotiated for him in his contract.”

The next and last appeal was
made to Superintendent’ Michael
Flanagan, who supported the deci-
sion by Myers and Holland to

teaching and 23 years of coachlng, [
have devoted my life to warking
wlth young people and have tried to
InstHil a system of values and priori-
ties In young athletes which I fear
the schoo) district has lost sight of.

“Thls has been ao unjust flring, It
Is a fact that our win-loss record has
not been good. However, a low win
column is not reflective of the effort
put Into a program and, except at
the college and professional levels,
certalnly not grounds for dismissal.

“During the appeal, the charges
brought agalnst me under the um-
brella of incompetency were cach
disproved untll there was nothing
left substantial enough to warrant a
dismissal. Neverthelesy, the appeal
was denled. The precedent this sets
ts really alarming, It says that if 3
coach lsn't liked, for whatever rea-
son, and enough pressure is brought
to bear, he's gone! At the high school
level, that's a frightening prospect
for al] coaches and a terrible lesson
for young peaple.

*T am upset and angry over thls
cntire situatlon, which Es taking a se-
rious toll on me, my. private life and
my professlonal carcer. I am also
cvnccmcd about the impact this dis-

issal has on my reputation and I

carries with it.

“As things stand now, if a court-
room s the only place where this
case can be heard by Imparttal par-
tles then, unfortunately, 1 gucss
that's where we'll end up.”

Kaump also expressed his support
for hls friend Denny Mikel, the for-
mer North Farmlngton JV basket-
ball coach who has been hired to re-
place him as coach of the Farming-
ton varalty.

“DENNY IS A super person and 1
wish him the best,” he sald. “I hope
he will recelve the adminlstrative
-and parental support and

vice.

“'A real concern of his is to get his
name cleared,” Lowther sald. “He
felt there was a certain stigma In the
actlon that was taken. This has been
very dlfflcult for him."

Jim Mincr, president of the FEA
and a psychologist in the special edu-
catlon department, accompanled
Kaump to his meetings with Zur-
valec and (Flanigan) durlng the ap+
peal process.

“IT IS MY bellef that Bob Kaump
Is at least a competent coach and
could be 1 great deal more,” he said.
“He puts a lot of effort toward his
job, and he deserved a lot better than
he got."

Miner indlcated disciplinary prob-
lems with some players and parental
complaints caused tension in the
program last scason and pressured
the administration to remove
Koump.

Kaump was not the {lrst cholce for
the fob five years ago. The adminis-
tration had planned to hire from out-
side the district, but Kaump filed a
grievance as a member of the bar-
gaining unit and was given the posi-

fon.”
* “Bob struggled a great deal thls

the support of the admlnlstration or
parents,” Miner said.

“Farminglon High has had an ac-
tlve parent group for a long time,
and It's becoming more vocal.” He
added that can help and also hurt a
program. "It scems the parents may
have been the lirst to volce their
opinfon, ‘and that may have In-
creased the problem.'

Flanagan sald he resented the con-
tentlon the appeal procedure was not
impartial but weighted in favor of
the administrators.

"I'm the superintendent for the
community,” he szld. “I don’t work
for the I work for

which is necessary for a successful

the schoat board and the community.
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county title with Groves

In the last two years, Farminglon Hﬂls Mcrcy has
won and lost In the Oakland County girls swim champi-
nnlshlps based on the outcome of the 400-yard frecstyle
rela

The final evcnl agaln decided the meet Sllurdny, but
this Ume there was a different result involving the Mar-
lins — o tle.

Mercy and Birmlngham Groves were declared county
co-champlons after .the Falcons won the last relay
(3:41.78) and pulled even with Mercy at 218 polnts
apiece.

It was the second Utle In lhn:e years for Mercy, which
finished second In the flnal event (3:44.61). The tle was
the first in the 15-year hisiory of the meet.

The Marlins {lnlshed Lhird In the 400 freestyle two
years ago, and that was enough to clinch first place in
the meet, edging North Farmington by one polnt.

IT WENT THE opposite way last year as North fin-
Ished second and Mercy third in the 400 freestyle, and
the Raiders won the team chnmplomhlp by 1% polnts
over the second-place Marlins, -

Mercy and Groves have atate-ranked teams this year
and showed why as nlne swimmers and divers from
cach school placed in all the individual swimming, dlv-
Ing and relay events at Oakland University. (See sta-
tistical summary on Page 6B).

“I was thirllled how our swimmers and divers per-
formed,” Mercy coach Tert Eudy-Teeters said. “In a

‘close meet, you can point ta our kids whe placed In the
top six to the ones who scored only a point or two and
say the tic was due to a total team effort.”

The meet, in which two records were broken, started |

fast as the Marlins' 200 medley relay of Jenny
McCombs, Katie Knipper, Mandy Spcer and Erlka
Smith posted a flrst-place, season-best time of 1:53.77,
whlch vnu just shy of (he 1984 rmrd {1:53.41) held by

Andm Hloefleln, Michelle Welch and Katle Scallen
pizced In the 200 freestyle. For Hoefleln, it was her first
Alﬂ(c cut (2:01.12), good enough for fourth place.
Mandy Speer and McCombs placed third and 12th in
the 200 indlvidual medlcy. Speer kad a state cut of

© 2:17.14, while Smith made the cut in the 50 !rmlyle
* wlith a third-place swim of 25.47.

POLIJOWING THE dlving won by Lahser's Jenny

Dizon with a record 491.25 points, the Marlins were

down 17 polnts to Groves, 89-72. The Groves lead wid-
ened after the butterfly to 25 polnts despite Katle
Knlpper's state cut of 1:02.21 and Welch’s 1:01.74.

“We knew we would be outscored early," Eudy-
Teeters sald. "Our plan was to keep close because we
had an advantage in the latter events, particularly the
back and breast events,”

Smith and Amy Machacek finished second and 12th in”

Ploaso turn 10 Page 5

Marlins, Raiders qualify
for state championships

By Dan O'Measra
statf writer

Farmlington Hllls lidcr:y and
North Farmington are headed for

tennls

Catholle League champ Birmingham
Marian was first with 22 points.
Meghan Leadbetter played No. 1
singles for Mercy, Suzl Sarafa No, 2
.+ and Julie Schaner No. 4. Marsha

the Clasa A In glrls

yre and Nadine Nemes played

(ennls while Farmington Hills Harri-

s0n just missed a third straight trip

to the Class B [Inals,
Mercy and North were runners-up
fn their respective reglonal tourna-

ments Saturday and advanced to the.

state event this weekend in Midland.
The top two teama in each regional
quallfy for the next round.

Harrison was third In the Bloom-
field Hills Kingswood reglonal be-
hind the host and defending state
champlon Aardvarks and Bloomfield
Hllls Andover, which s competing In
Class B this year because of an en-
mllment decrease.

rcy bad a reglonal winner in
donhlu competltion and a palr of
uc:md-phee Hnlshes.

Jeanene Lossia and Peggy Mueller
won the No. 3 doubles title with a
stralght-set win over Katie Hurbls
and Patty Kufchock of Birmingham
Groves.

“THIRD DOUBLES impressed
me, not just because they won but
because they played good tennls all
the way through,” Merey coach Jim
Kerwln sald.

Freshman Kristen Kluska, who 1s
18-4 overall, was second at No. 3 sin-
gles, and me second doubles leam of
Karuna Mantena and Jackie Rajko-
vich also got to the finals’

. The Marllns reached the semlfl-
nals at every [light, scoring 18 points

o cdge So:xm!lzlmulhmp by one.

first doubles,

“That each won two matches
showed we had depth,” Kerwln sald,
“becatse some schools were strong-
er In singles and some were stronger
In doubles.”

The Marlins will make thelr fifth
trip to the state {lnals since 1984,
‘They won reglonal titles In 1984,
1986 and 1938 and also were
runners-up in 1989, Mercy's best fin-
Ish at state was sixth place in 1988.

Kerwin expecis the Marllns to be

tn the middle of the approximately °

25 teams that will compete.

“I'D SAY WERE about in that

Ploass turn to Pago 2

dismiss Knump:

“We had reams of cvidence and '

dala from both perspectives," he
sald. “Both are employees of the dls-
trict. I don't have a stake in the out-
come, 1 Jjudged this matter falrly
based on the evidence brought to me.
Thls decision tock me a long time. 1
mulled it over for a week and even
went back to pcople and followed up
to some degree."”

In a prepared statement glven o

" Asked If he would seck to hnve
Kaump re-instated as the parpose of
a sult even though another has been
hired, Lowther said:

“That might take the declsion out
of our hands. We might be reluctant
to ask a judge to get rid of somebody
that alrcady has been hired."

Lowther was not speclfic about
what he might seek as compensatlon
for Kawmp In terms of a damage

Vimvenoroiastoward ont
group or another.”

Flanagan added he thinks highly
of Kaump as a classroom educator.

"Let me say thls: He's a good
teacher,” he said. "It doesn’t take
away from (hat one bit. He's a very
capable teacher at Power. As sell-
serving as it sounds, I think I'm a
capable superintendent, but put me
in another arena and I may be out of
my league.”
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G Marian High Schoo

College Prepara{brg Catholic. School
For Young Womeén

OPEN HOUSE
OCTOBER 27, 1991 1:00-3:00 p.m.

- Inquiries Welcome: Mary DtTommaso

644-i954 -
- 7225 Lahser Road. Bloomfield Hills. Mi. 48B30l
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