Candidates discuss goals, issues
Incumbent looks at issues

beyond her own back yard

‘McShane
_campaigns
for 2nd term

. Editors note: Five candidates —
. including three incumbents and
. two chollengers «— will vie for
. three scats on the Farmington
* City council on Tuesday, Nov. §.
Today we focus on first-term in.
cumbent JoAnne McShane.

By Casey Hana
statf writer

JoAnne McShane looks beyond her
own back yard at issues that will af-
fect Farmington, but has her roots
flrmly planted here.

The flrst-term Farmington City
Council member, a 20-year resident
af the city, s running again because
she has confldence in her abllity to
deal with people and the tough Issues
that lle ahead.

* ] think I have the ability to con-
nect with people,” sald the 40-year-
old insurance representative for
Horace Mann. “To percelve what
people want and what they {cel.”

L

‘I don’t think politics
today can be just what
Yyou see in your own
back yard. The federal

loan svandal. . . have
such an impact on._
everyone. You have to
look at them to
understand whal’s
happening in your own
city.’

— JeAnne McShane

O

Farmingtor City Councll

HER OVERAIL philosophy about
serving on the cancll is simple: "To
accurately and honestly represent
and advocate th welfare and con-
cerns of F " She

McShane, who llves on
Court just north of Shiawassec, also
believes a clty councll member
should also care about federal and
state tssues and thelr impact here.

“I don't think palitlcs today can be
just what you sec n your own back
yard,” she said. “The federal deficit,
the savings and loan scandal ., ..
have such an Impact on everyone.
You have to lock at them to under-
stand what’s happening In your own
city.”

- McShane s the only female candi-
date running thls year, which she
3aid Is important but not the prima-
ry lssee.

“I'm glad there's a woman run-
ning,” she said. “I'd love to sec more
women represented on the councll
and on boards. But they have to be
nurtured and brought along.

“I just want to sce some vigor —
some people with new ideas. New
ideas arc welcome.”

does that, she sdd, by talking with
residents, listenix to their concerns,
and trylng to & something about
problems, B

McShane_ has jeen active in the
community for yars. She sits on'ad-
visory boards forFarmington Fam!-
lles tn Action andthe Ce on

deficll, the savings and

McShane grew up on Detrolt's west
slde and spent a lot of time on Belle
Iste, where “nobody had the material
things. We Just had the outdoors.”
She =ald she still has strong feclings
about nature and the environment.

McSHANE ALSO satd she “still
feels strong ties to Detroit. I still
care about It." But with 20 years of
residency here, Farmington is her
home and she hopes to win enough
votes for a four-year term In No-
vember.

“It's been very satisfying, very
rewarding,” she said about her flrst
term, a two-year term she won In
1989, “To me, the job of a coun-
cilperson is to reach out.”

McShane sees {uture city counclls
having to make some_ lough deci-

Aging. She has ilso been Involved
with the Leagueof Women voters,
the ProfesslonalWomens Netwark,
the Oakland Couty Assoclation for
Retarded Cltizas, Qur Lady of
Providence Leage and Friends of
the Library, An ictive environmen-
tallst, she is a mmber of the Slerra
Club.
Politically, st served as the
chalrwoman of e Farmington Zon-
Ing Board of Apeals before helng
elected to the ¢ty council and has
been the coune! representative 10
the clty's Planalg Commission,

The mother otwo grown children,

sions, with the loss of
money.

“That's what 1 sec as the blggest
problem,” she added. “We keep get-
ting more programs mandated, and
less and less maney to pay for it.”.

This yeat’s race will be a close
call, she sald, because all the candi-
dates are running hard and are via-
ble.

She Is doing some door-to-door
campaigning, has been jnvited to
meet people in varlous nelghborhood
groups through coffecs, and plans to
use a literature drop. She Is also us.
ing lawn signs throughout the city.

Police*seek witnesses,
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Oliverio takes second stab
at winning a council seat

Editor's note: As the Nov, §
Farmington Hills City Council
election draws near, the Observer
will be talking with the seven can-
didates and letting you know who
they are, what they think they can
do for the city, and how they
stand on issucs. !

By Joanno Mallszeweki
statt writer

Ron Oliverio describes himself as
a regular working man with no ulte-
rior motives.

"1 just want to make a contribu-

tion to the city and then make way

for somceone clse,” he said.

This Is the second time Oliverio,
37, has thrown his hat into the local
political ring. He was defeated in his
first attempt for a council seat in

But the vice president of invest-
ments for First of Michigan Corpo-
ratlon — he manages a group of
stockbrokers — still talks about the
then-controversial Industrial-re-
scarch-office zoning issue that drew
him into the public limelight in 1989.

"It really opened my eyes 1o the
degree of contempt same pubtlc offi-
clals hold voters in," said the father
of four children, Nicholas, Kevin, Jo-
seph and Alexander,

“At the planning commission, we
were treated rudely and contemptu-
cusly,” Ollverio recalled about the
days when resldents fought city hall
in opposilion to IRQ. _ '

OLIVERIO'S TALK of 1RO leads
to his feclings about clected and ap-
potnted officials. and developers.
Simply, he's suspiclous. “Some mem-
bers on the councll are far too cozy
with developers,” satd the member
of the city's reactivated ethies com-
mittee,

"These guys (developers) are busi-

nessmen and expect a return on thelr

It’s not a 3
certain people are voting in favor of

a developer,” he said, referring to -

campalgn contributions from devel-
opers -
Oliverio’s concern also stems to
the land. — about t5 percent — that
remains (o be developed in the clty.
“There's a Jot of moeney on the table.
I think there's going to be a ot of
pressure lo deviate [rom the master

call shooting a ‘prank’

By Tim Smith
statt writor

In an incident described by West
Bloomlicld Pollce Chlet Ronald
Cronin as a “prank,” four shets al-
legedly were fired Monday alter-
noon at a Walled Lake woman in a
supermarket parking lot.

But the shooting Es no laughing
matier to Cronin, who Intends to
charge whoever did it with felontous
assault — even though the shots ac-
tually were fired by a toy cap gun.
Cronin sald police are investigating
the Incident, which took place about
5 p.m. outside the t4 Mile-Farming-
ton Kroger store.

"They sell these cap guns today
and they look almost real,” Cronin
said. “That's why we take it as a se-
rious charge.”

Two suspects in the case, both
white males, were last seen drlving
north on Farmington Road in a blue,
two-door Dodge hatchback with
Michigan State Universlty stickers
in the back window. The shots were
fired by onc.of the two suspects,
Cronin sald. = *

*“There was ho sign of a robbery or
anything llke that,” Cronln satd,
“"We're looking at it as more of a
hoax or a prank.

“But eren { It lsn't a gun, i they
point it & soncone and it puts them
in Tear- of wieir life, we'll charge
them with fe.onlous assault.”

CRONN SAID the woman, 30, got
out of h parked car and was walk-
ing towsrd the supermarket when
she head what appeared to be two
gunshot.

The Yoman 1o!d police she ducked
behind the suspects’ car and heard
two adlitlonal shots while the sus.
pects dove away.

"“Thisgir] had a lt of guts,” Cron-
in said. “They (suspeets) sald some-
thing to'her like ‘You're stupid to
come upothe car. ™

Accordng to Cronin, evidence that
a cap gunwas fired was found at the
scene, nee where the woman sald
the suspeds were parked.

The polre chief sald there are no
witnesses 'thal we can contact, any-
way. She said thcre were peeple
there that might have scen it.”

An empbyee at the 14 Mile-Farm-

ngton Knger sald the Incldent did

nol trigge any disturbance Inside
the store. : °

“NOBO)Y HAD scen .'m)'lhln‘x in
our store.’ sald the employce, who
requested his name nol be printed.

‘We're looking at it as’
more of a hoax ora
prank. But even if it
isn’t 8 gun, if they point
it at someone and it
puts them in fear of
their life, we'll charge
them with felonious
assaull.’

— Ronald Cronin
Wes{ Bloomlield Police

Chiet

“It's only hearsay as to what hap-
ned.”

Cronin .said people should think
twice aboul trying a similar, prank,
because officers ~ who think legiti-
mate weapons are being pointed at
them —~ might shoot back.

“There have been people shot be-
cause of toy guns. And killed.” ~

Anyone with information about
the incident should contact the West
Bloomficld Police Department at
682-9200.

election notes

Editor’s note: Throughout the
1991 races for Farmington and
Farmington Hills city councils,
we will include under this heading
items such as scheduled candi-
dates nights, endersements, cam-
paign information or other tidbits
voters may find interesting obout
the potitical race. The clection is
Tuesday, Nov. 5. :

# The five hopefuls for the Farm.
ington City Council are expected to
attend a candidates forum sponsored
by the League of Women Voters of
the Oakland Area at 7:30 p.m. todsy
at the Southwest Oakland County.
Cable C 24201

Drive, Farmington Hills. ©

‘The event, which will be taped and
played later on cable TV, is open to
the public, bt space ks imited. Call
Shelley Paros at 661-9047 for reser-
vations.

® The Farmington Hills candi-
dates are also expected to attend a
candldates forum sponsored by ihe

Council of Homeowner Assoclations

of Farmington Hllls at 7 pm.
Wednesday, Oct. 23. The debate will
be in council chambers, 31585 11
Mile.

The candidates will be inier-
viewed by a three-member pancl,
which includes Marty Krohner,
COHA trustee and past president,

Wendy Strip- . executlve dl-

rector of the Farmington Downtown
Development  Authority, and Tom
Baer, Farmington Observer editor. .

The event will be cablecast live,
as well as tape delay. Questions will
be taken from members of the audl-
ence, as well as by phone from home
viewers. Refreshments  will be
served following the program.

@ The scven Farmington Hills
City Council candidates arc expected
to attend a candidates forum spon- -
sored by the League of Women Vot-
ors of the Oakland Arca at 8 pm.
Friday, Oct. 25, at Farmington Hills
City Hall, 31555 11 Mile.

The event will be cablecast live on

Channel 12,
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‘I think everyone has
an obilgation to
perform some type of
civic duty. With the
problems we're seeing
in the country, more
people better get
involved. The best
place ig locally.”

- — Aon Oliverio

fand use plan. There's going to be
spot zoning and varlances.”

Gaovernment for Oliverlo is some-
thing he wants to get Involved with
because he feels It's his obllgation
and because he's interested. But he
has no intentlon of making a carecr
of it. A limit on terms is what he
would like to see.

“I think everyone has an obliga-
tion 1o perform some type of clvic
duty. With the problems we're seeing
In the country, maore people betier
get involved. The best place is local
ly.”

THE FIVE-YEAR Farmington
Hills resident also Ls a student of his-
tory and government. "You see civi-
lization making the same mlstakes

-ceplury  after. ‘century,” he sald

“Government has the habit of over-
spending to destruction.” He also be-
longs to two societies — Richard 111
Society and Wingtield Family Soci-
ety — that are history and research
ariented. - .

The past president of Independ-
ence Commons Homeowners Assocl:

ation also is tired of the bickering °

and personality polltics on the city
council. He sald he won't be that
way. But he also said serving on the
city council is “a job anyone can do.

My promise is that [ will repre- -

sent the people of the city. I owe
nothing to any developer or anyone
who could pressure me to vote in a
manner not cthical.”
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He's also boplng that his involve-
ment in government witl encourage
others who might not think of them-
selves as public servants to get in-
volved, :

“I'VE GONE f{rom wonderiag to
watching to wanting to make things
happen,” be sald.

Compared Lo two years ago, when
he was as be describes “a new face
running at the Jast minute,” Ollverio
is.running a more . aggressive cam-
paign this time. N

He Is gdlng door-to-door and mak-
ing phone calls to-get hls message
across, Lawn signs, direct mail and
literature drops are also part of his

* strategy. He's also getting advice

{rom some council members, such as
Terry Sever, and support from May-
or Aldo Vagnozzi and Jean Fox.

He plans to spend at Jeast $5,000
to get clected and admits that in the
political realm, money equals sue-
cess.

Ollverio said his platform is trying
o get pmpfrly 1ax asscssments un-
der control.

"1 will work to get the ear of legls.
lators In Lansing,” he said.

Mon.-wed. & Fri,
10 am-6 pm
Thurs. 10 am-9 pm
Sat. 10 am-5 pm




