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Rhythm & Blues a beniefit per-

Rhythm & Blues
Concert celebrates
ethnic, racial diversity

negle Hall, the Apollo ‘Theater and

iformance featuring the metro.  ‘We think United the Hollywood Bowl, he still plays
rea's top jazz performers, 645 extensively in the area. Zonjic first
»p-m. Thursday, Oct. 24 at Oakland Nations Day is the emerged as a major national taleat |
‘ﬁ?dmm“éﬂw C-‘:S"ca!‘;k Ex’:ﬂﬂ’ perfect opportunity to ;;u-r slndﬁ!lug umilcr the lguSg:E;evén
+Ridge Campus-Smi itori- onroe; he was later * vered”
.um, 27055 Orchard Lake Road, recognize the unique by the famed Jazz pianist and ar- Ursula Walker
;Farmington Hrll;, Tickets $13 in  cultural similarities ranger Bob James. ;n: Buddy
ladvance (315 at the door) and are vdson are
" itazdeductible. Call 647-0575 or and differences among URSULA WALKER and her hus- part of the all-.
: forinformation. us through the band Budson bave extenslve credits: atar jazz lineup
: International language She Is a Clio Award Winner and a performing
of music.’ frequent performer with the Stan Oct. 24 at a
By Stewart Francke “ Kenton Band; be has arranged and benefit per-
special writer — Barbara Tallsy  toured with the likes of Buddy Rich tormance for
4 and the Four Tops. They also regu- the Osakland
> N THE 80's and early 70's, De- larly plny area ;lnba ho(eu and con- County Center '
z trolt was renowned both for  “We think Unlted Natlons Day Is  certs ,o‘:‘g'p:n Hooe
. 1la’ incendiary Rhythm and  the perfect opportunity to recognize . '
- Blues and the music’s mes-  the dnique cultural similarities and m,':f,f,' ?.J:“,:';ozﬂnfn:a"\fgmpfg- ing at Oakland -
£ sage of love, and toler- among us through the In-  pabillties complement cach other Community -
ternatlonal language of musle,” sald  eypertly. Her alto playing is in the Coliege, Orc-
z When Matown left for Los Ange-  OCCOH Co-Director Barbara Talley.  rojiing “braying style of King Curtls hard RAidge |
2 les, smaller labels — Golden World, “It's an overflow from all of the oo Junior Walker while her vocals Campus-Smith
3 Fortune, RIk-Tik — falled to contin-  other actlvities we do In terms of  gre more mellifiuous, rendering pop- Auditorjum In
‘ ue developng the monumental tal- .race rclations. They are also.well  yiar dance hits-of tod‘ny with unique- Farmington :
: ent that remalned. Yet an enormous-  known performers; they represent 8 )y She and her band are currently tn Hills.

~ ly strong R&B scene remalns. De-
% troit may have the best soul bands,
“* white and black, playing live night to
‘s night In the world.

7 Next Thursday, October 24, The

nOakland County Center “for Opcn
'Huu.!lng will celebrate United Na-

7 tions Day with an All Star concert
“titled “An Evenlng of Rhythm and
Blues.”

THE PERFORMANCE wilt tionor
‘and extend this Detroit Musical lega-

common goal."

“The concert i3 a celebration of
QOakland County’s ethale and racisl
dlversity,” a ded codlrector Ann

 Wettlauf ~
The concert 13 viewed by its orga-

nlzers as a means of gaining commu-
nity support and educating Oakland
County of the OCCOH's purpose.
“'Ovur purpose,” Talley adds, “is to
______promote integration through housing
in Oakland County. We want people
to be aware of all of thelr options

‘cy while
e Oakland County Center for Open
;Housing's Communlty Outreach pro-
:gram. The lincup Is extraordinary:
Abe Unnln Walker/Buddy Budson
Irlo, George Benson and Friends,
Norma Jean Beli, and Alexander
njic. *
2 These selected performers repre-
“sent a wonderful cross sectlon of

housing while at the same

—timo work toward achleving a stable.

ond integrated sltuatlon.”

The rless performers include
Zonfle, an Internationally renowned
flutlst. He has recently slgoed a
recording contract with Warner/R
oprl they will soon release
“Neon," hls first major label LP.

Zenjlc has previously released ilve

Al

records_undervarious—labels,

the middle of a long, sold-out stay at

Doug’s Body Shop In Ferndale, -~
Saxaphonlst Benson suffers from a

continual, and crroncous, comparl-

500 o' the unrelated, albelt more fa-~

mous, gultarist named George Ben-
son. Yet this Benson's group is one of
the most popular bop-style faz
groups In Detrolt. When not playlng

__clubs, Benson jolns the Austin-Moro__.

big band or the DSO. He also teaches
at Wayne State University.

OAKLAND COUNTY can be a
daunting place for those secking so-
clal equity. music scems to be one
specltie area of common ground.
Thls concert, as well as other exam-
ples — the great blues queen Juanlta
McCray packing In an all-white
crowd at the Avon Lanes in Avon
Tawnship — evideace that Detrolt

truly—one: 1gnos

Norma Jean Bell is known for
her rhythm and blues perfor-
omsaXoptions  an

‘R&B and_fazz performers. {rom the
-greater Detroit Area,

Performances of the Jewish
Community Center and Nancy
Gurwin production of “The King
and I" continue through Oct. 27 at
«the Aaron DeRoy Theatre ot the
JCC, 6600 West Maplte Road, West
‘Bloomficld. For ticket informa-
ztion "calt the JCC at 661-1100 or
Gurwin at 354-0545.

o “The King and I" may well be the
most joyous of the Rodgers and
“Hammerstein mustcals. The current
“version by Nancy Gurwin Produc-
-tions at the Jewish Communlty Cen-
Zer captures all of the show's zest
2nd charm,

7 The large cast includes some ex-
cellent principals, and the chorcog-,
_raphy and staglng are well-adapted

though Zonjic has performed at Car-

to the confines of the small stage. -

Colerful costumes adequately com-
pensate for the almost pon-existent
sets, and every one of the many mu-
slcal numbers sounds wonderful. ©

In the 1880’s Engllsh schoclteach-
er Anna Leonowens (Jeanne Kollnskl
DeLong) comes to the court of Siam
to teach the royal children, and con-
sequently Influences the King (Jerry
Sima) as well. It is a time when Siam
is trying to flnd its place as a mod-
crn natlon, and the monarchy is torn
between hanglng on (o traditlonal
ways and understanding new ones,

AS ANNA, Delong Ls outstanding
In every respect. Her exceptional
volce handles all of her musical
numbers with dazzling skill, includ-
ing the exuberant “I Whistle a Hap-
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Free Pumpkin N
Horsedrawn hayrides
Former Webster's farm show
Storytellers

Visil with the Great Pumpkin
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.per car with
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Saturdoys & Sundoys
in October 10:00 to 5:00
Schulert’s Magle Show
Pony Rides $1.50
Haunted House $1.50
'lumh Cider and Donuts
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rant of race,

py Tune,” "Geiting to Know You,"
and “Shatl We Dance™ and the plajn-
Uve “Hello Young Lovers.” Her act-
ing abllity is solid as well. She has a
strong stage presence that readily
conveys all.of Anna’s spunk, persis-
tence, and warmth.

While the King's strong persona
overshadows Anna in many produc-
tions, this time the princlpals are
very well-matched. As the King,
Slma’s body language is perfect, his
posture exuding the haughty disdain
one expects yet combining It with a
twinkling eye that shows the King's
mischicvous side. He Is always an
authoritatlve presence, both speak-
Ing and singing.

- Abha Mangrulkar Is an engaging
Tuptim, the unhappy slave who has

vocals.

been sent 1o the King as a glft, but
pines for the man she really loves.
She offers lovely renditions of “My
Lord and Master,” “We Kiss In a
Shadow,” and "I Have Dreamed,”
and captures a)l -of Tupiim's sup-
pressed rage when reciting “The
Small House of Uncle Thomas.”

As Lady Thlang, the King's aum-
ber one wite, Mary Ann Krygier's
powerful voice soars in “Somethling
Wonderful” and the several other
numbers in which she Jeads the cho-
rus of the King's most (avored

wives, .

YOUNG DAVID Lahgam is excel-
Ient as Anna’s son Louls. He has a
confident line delivery and a fine
voice that belts out I Whistle a Hap-
py Tune™ and “A Puzzle-ment.”

“ALLEY DOOR”
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Patrick Lokey is elfective as the
Crown Prince and credibly conveys
the youngster's confuslon between
the old ways and the new.

Samuel Perry ls competent as Lun
‘Tha, Tuptim's frustrated true love,
and Pascal McGalfey Is appropriate-
ly sinister as the Klng's disapproving
Prime Minister.

Director/chorecographer Kathl
Bush does a very good job of ban-
dling the Jarge chorus of royal wives,
children, and slaves, and the "Small

*Margaritas
+Mexican Beern

v fFECuLS
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tionall uflet,
plays extenaively in the area.

Colorful costumes, wonderful music, cast in ‘The King and I’

House of Uncle Thomas” ballet is es--
peclally well-done within the smaill

The royal children are every bit ax
adorable as ope cxpects, still one
more aspect of this production that
charms and delights.

Barbara Michals is a retired
Southfield English teacher. A the-
ater eritic for the last 17 years,
she is an inveterate playgoer who
regulariy catches up on all the
New York productions.

Free Banquet
Room Available ¢ |

" SWEETEST DAY WEEKEND

OCTOBER 18-19-20

Bring your sweetie in for
dirnner nml

1-75 Morth 1o Adese R4 Hocth o0 1 & BLUESI' .
o b o 0Tn | Adulls 569 information Eric Brandon | Ursula Waiker
Uplemd Kidy farml Children 5430 ° 528-1811 R R

JAZZ AROUND TOWN
THE BUDDY BUDSON BAND

Buddy Budson, piano « Marcus Belgrave, tumpet
George Benson, saxophone « Dan Kolton, bass
Danny Spencer, drums
Featuring Vocalists:

ROAST TURKEY AND TENDERLOIN;
WAFFLE, OMELETTE AND PASTA
STATIONS; LOX AND SMOKED £ISH
DISPLAY: AN ARRAY OF HOT ENTREES
AND SALADS; DESSERT TAALE AS WELL
AS A SPECIAL KIDDIE SECTION!

11:30 AM - 3PM

DOORS OPEN:
7:00 P.AM.
SHOW:
B:30 PM,

FORGOTTEN"

—ae | (=
hursdays: Special appearance
: Eric Brandon

DINNER THEATRE AT ITS FINEST

$15.95 ADULTS FOR INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS CALL 6441018 TR"";’:&",’S‘
. EMBASSY 5795 G $2500 ASK AROUT GROUPS! of W. Bloomficld
; —— e TUUAND UNDE pee prrsan inctudes dinner, show and praturty 855-9889 -
R 2 R n 88
Price de ot appl) - Limuted Seatings -
: SULTES et
350-2000

X100 Frankhin Ruad, Souhficld, Michigan




