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This landlupe plan for lhe Country C!ub Vlllane
Community House in Northvlile T
by Gibbs Planning Group in Bloomfield Hills and de-
veloped by Haggerty Hills Limited Partnership, in-

and or

surround

cludes several formal lnndn:aplnu elements. Large

Landscape architecture: just a formality

By Gerald Frawley
stafl writor

Formal gardens and landscaplng,
once the pride of kings and queens,
have fallen by the wayzide in recent

CATS,
For the last decade, natural and
Informa! landscaping have been the

rush lownrd formal tandscaping re--

quests, when he presents idcas (o his
clicnts there has been a keen interest
In the concept.

“The new formal landscaping is
reslly a hybrig of the natural land.
scape and formal gardens,” Gibbs
explained. From the natural
lnndscapu,sllc plans borrow the use

lals; from the

porm. The goal of the ar-
chitect was (o “make “the trees,
shrubs,- flowers and lawns took so
natural that people would believe a
bullding sprang up in a clearing
overnlght, and there was no need to
hire someone to keep It that way.
But formal landscaping could be
on Lhe verge of making a comeback.
Bob Gibbs, presideat of Glbbs
Planning Assoclates in Bloomfield
. Hllls, satd although he hasn't seen a

A Commumly That's ’l’che As Nice

’!ormal gardens, site plans borrow
design styles,

In formal landscaplng, plant ma-
terlals are not positloned to simulate
random growths; they are designed
to achicve a variety of effeets, he
said. In addltion to belng pleasing to
look at, a well-deslgned formal land-
scape can direct the vislon, capture
space and create the illuslon of
space.

An Outstanding Value In An
Equally Outstanding Environment

00dcliff seems like double the vatue of other single family homes,
we have twice as much 1o offer. Start wilh a spectacular site next w0 s
162 acre nature preserve bursting with searing trees, ficlds of wild
flowers and shimmering streams, Nestled about are innovative homes
that adapt into the natural landscape, luxuriously appointed with not a
single detail overfooked. Private park, West Bloomficld schools,
minutes from shopping and dining. 11 all udds up 10 more of everything -

at Woodcliff,

Priced from $349,900
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NATU[IAL LANDSCAPING.
Gibbs said, was being driven by sev-
eral factors, primarily the case of
maintenance and the bellef that na-
turalism is better.

In the past, malnicnance of formal
landscaping required a great deal of
time and labor, Gibbs said, 01d for-
mal landscaping sometimes meant
weekly lawn mowing, flower cul-
tivating, shrub. u'immlng and_, lug .
raking. .

Much formal also In-

the space in the courtyard. Shrubbery,
toncing, lighting and tlowers surround the pool
deck, wpuratlng it from the courtyard lawn area.

one or two Lrimmings a year.
“A lot of shrubs are being bred as
dwarves ... new

‘The drive to formal landscape Is
also partlally driven by architecture,
Gibbs - is

planting . . . new varictles of plnnls
and choosing the right kinds of
maples, evergreens and shrubs have
made a big difference.”

As for the other driving force be-
hind the growth in natural landscap-
ing — natural is better than man-
made — Glbbs sald people have be-

4 comc bored with it-and are looklng

hing different.

cluded exotlc plantings that required
special treatment to survive in the
Michigan cllmate, he sald.

‘Today, botanists have

Gibbs sald he doesn’t know exactly -

what the appeal Is in formal gar-
dens, but people recognlze and ap-

P
slow-growlng, hardy varietics of
trees, shrubs, turf and other plant
materials, Glbbs said. These, he said,
need litle malntenance — at most

preclate or

getting much more Interesting —
nowadays people are buying homes
with far more detail.” -

Slnee the house's architecture is so
well designed — and looks it — it is
only natural that the landscape
should be as cqually well-deslgned.
Archltects and
are frequently working together in

homes and
sites, Glbbs said.

MIKE LEHMANN, p

Flower beds mark paths to the tennis couru M‘Id a
forma! garden to the side of the clubhouse. Trees
line the parking areas, and elaborate flower beds
(not depicted) trame the front entrance.

Hununglon Woods, sam he's dolng
more formal lnndscap&ng than be
ance did. “I'm sceing more pcnple
Jocking for more vatiety in work.”

People in southeastern Michigan,
he explained, seem to be falrly con-
servatlve and tradltlonal so formal
tandscaping appeals to them.

“They tell me they don’t want to
Took like the guy next door — they
don't know exactly what they want,
but they know the guy next door is
boring.” -

That's where the landscape archi-
tect comes in, he sald. “Part of my

of-
" the Lehmann Design Gruup Inc. in
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A Picture Perfect f‘

' Of Oxford Estates
In Farmington Hills

Thc first time you see the luxurious homes of Oxford Estates, situated on the
most beautiful woodred site in Farmington Hills, you'll want ta capture one for
your very own.
This breathtaking site featuses stately trees, olling hills and the best nature has
to offer, And all the conveniences are Jocated just seconds away, (rom fine
- restaurants te great shopping areas ta excellent schools. Don't miss your
t apportunity to own an Ovond Estates home. Capluse one today!
Priced From $289,900.
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