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crossroads

Iris
Jones

Mexican paradise
provides bounty
of food, fun, sun

" Itis 7 am. I wake to the sound
of waves, The new sun shlnes into
my, room here on the beach at
Cancun, Mexleo.

As T pull the curtains I hcar a
slight noise in the hall. That is the
thermas of coffee and bagket of
rulls left outside the door every
morning here at Puerta Al Sol, an
all-inclusive sulte hotel that
opened a year age at the “Club
Med end of the beach.”

‘The bridge that jolns this {sland
to the malnland near Club Med is
at the opposite end from the
bridge that connects it to Cancun
City 12 miles away. The trav-
eler's task 1s ta plck a hotel (rom
the several dozen beautiful prop-
erties that line the beach,

‘The Cancun Pucrta Al Sol Ho-
tel Suites and Spa Is the most lux-
urious of the island’s three all-in-
clusive hotels, which offer meals
and beverages with the price of
1he room. You can take 40 of your
{rlends into the outdoor whirlpool
or learn lo dive in the above-
ground_diving CIMK 1t~ you—get

Cancun seas
call travelers

By Iris 8anderson Jones
speclal writer
HIS 1S A falry tale. Some
people lke the way it turns
out and some people think
the wicked witch of tour-
Ism has been here.

Once Upon A Time a fat finger of
land poked into the emerald green
waters of the Carlbbean Sea. At the
tip of theYucatan Perinsula, a 12-
mile-long elbow of sand enclosed a

- blue lagoon. Not ordlnary sandbars,

but glorious beach ankle-deep In
powdery sand, gleaming Jlke a gold-
en bracelet under the hot Mexlcan
sun,

There were only crab tracks and
the footsteps of pirates or fishermen
around the Mayan rulns on the sand
when the Mexlcan government asked
a computer to select the [deal Carlb-
bean resort seting.

You should see it now.

Tourists bring thelr gold and thelr
suntan lotion to 21,000 rooms in
high-risc and low-rise hotels that
start on the mainland in Cludad Can-
cun {populatlon 150,000) and follow
that clbow of sand along 12 miles of
Hotel Zone. That coral and sand
beach, and the vmernld sea, may

now offer the best value per dollar
of any warm weather getaway In the
world.

WHY? CANCUN is' for the
moment overbullt, especlally in fux-
ury class hotels, so its a buyer's mar-
ket. You can spend a lot of money on
meals and incldentals when you get
there, 50 the wise traveler plans
carcfully before he leaves home.

Kenneth R. Trefilek, Director of
Resort Vacations for Travel Charter
International, which runs charters to
Cancun weekly In summer, four

times a week November through .

mid May, says ““no place draws irom
this slde of the couniry, on a ycar-
round basls, as steadlly as Cancun. It
i3 the most competitively priced re-
sort in the world.

“It's accessible, within four hours
{light of 65 percent of the U.S. popu-
lation, it's new, clean, has beautiful
white beaches and turquoisc seas,
lots of water sports, enough tours for
variety and you can spend a week
there for the same price as a week In
Florlda.”

Cancun was a higher-priced destl-
natlon before Hurricane Huge
stripped that glorlous beach away In
1988. The beach is completely re-

MICKY JONES |
Although some argue lhat Cnncun s ovar-do- with prices romaining low compared to many
oth:

large

er trop

make the vacation resort n buyer’'s market,

stored but prices have stayed low
enough lo attract honeymooners,
spring breakers and weekenders as
well as the typical one-week vaca.
tioners.

TREFILEK: “it's casy to take
your first international trip to Can-
cun. It’s nol.far away, people speak
English, the facillties are American

and you can still see something of
Mexlico on daytrips.

My observatlon ls that most trav-
clers spend a signlficant amount of
Ume on the beach, wandering the ho-
tel strip and exploring Cludad Can-
cun City, which grew on the main-
fand as the hotel zones grew along
the beach,

The conventlon center, midway
down the strip at Cancun Point, or-

ganizes tours dally to nearby Isla
Mujeres, by ferry or hydrofoll to the
resort island of Corumel, but the
most popular tours are (o the ruined
Mayan city at Tulum two hours
drive south or the larger ruins at
Chichen Jtza three hours drive west,
Insiders recommend that car {rav-
clers stay overnight at Chichen Itza
rather than rushing through the long
day tour.

tired of slz2ling away on the very
fightly populated beach. .

BY 8 AM. the joggers are sii-
houetted against the froth of
breaklng waves, the pool handlers
arc working beneath my balcony,
and the gardener i going clip on
the world’s tinlest patch of grass,
‘The cholce is determined by how
much you want to pay, how far
you want (o be from (he acUvitles |
around the museum, mall and
convention center  at . Cancun
Point and what style of hotel suits
you.

The three dozen hotels on the
heach are all spread out for me to
see as [ ride the $0-cent bus that
runs every 15 minutes or so be-
tween the Hotel Zone and Cancun
City. The Mayans would recog-
nize the hotel shapes bullt slde-
by-side along the beach: pyra-
mids, stepped roofs, with an occa-
siona) touch of {he Taj Mahal. All
look quite luxurious.

The less expenslve are in Can-
cun City and along the sheltercd
swimming waters of the Bay.
There are sometimes red flags on
{he beach that faces the Carib-
bean Sea because of the under-
tow,

Hotels range trorn the luxury
of places lke the Mella and the

-~ Omnl through the moderately

priced condos of the Kinha to the
lTow-priced rooms of the Club Las
Perlas, which stidl sporis a pool
and restaurant but lacks the fan.
cy tauches.

THE §0-CENT bus will drop
you at the clty hall, where bal-
loons, sunlovers and politlcos ral-
ly. Go jo the tourist office door
for informatlon; you will learn,
for example, that Bus Number
Kight takes you five miles north
1o the ferry for Isla Mujeras if
you prefer independent iravel to
tours.

1 had tortilla soup to the strum
of music in an open-sided restay-
rant called Mi Ranchita in {own;
other Mexlcan places T heard
about were Rose Mexicano and
Garibaldis. I'm not an old Cancun
hand so 1 picked local brains
about thes best places to cat and

T playl

Most hoteliers recommend the
deluxe Blue Bayou ot the Hyatt
Caribe and the Calypso at the
Camino Real.

Bee! Jovers rccommended
Becefeaters, Jaguari's and the in-
cxpensive La Haclenda, Seafood
Jovers suggest The Fisherman,
Calamar and Pericos, where the
waiters strum the music.

1A19 SANDERSON JONES

A liteguard watches
swimmers on a Cancun

boach.
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Airlines offer travel

No alrline flies mm-!wp to Mexi-
€0, 30 most travel agents sell charter
travel packages to Cancun. Whole-
salers to Mexlco include Key Tours,

Apple Vacatiens and Travel Charter

International:

Travel Charter sells the largest
number of packages to Cancun, with
rates ranging from 3300 lo $700 for
three days, and from $400 to $800
for seven days, depending on

whether you leave wwkduy or week-
end and what hotel you choose.

TCI flies once a week §n summer,
four times a week in winter, on
American Trans Alr, ATA meets the
government certification requlred of
all scheduled airlines; nof all charter
alrlines do.

It you don't buy a package, you
can connect to daily flights out of

packages

Miami on American, Pan American
and Mexicana. Mexlcana flies dally
non-steps {rom Chicago.

Carlos Banks of Farmington Hllls,
district sales manager for Mexleana,
announced new rate siructures Jast
week for round-trip fares that are
totally refundable and require no ad-
vance purchase: fly Monday to Fri-

day for $438, $502 weckends, Detrolt

to Cancun via Chicago.
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in for the weekend s

when you're most
stressed out. But the plice 1o ake care
of yourself best may not be at home.
You need 1o shut down. Decompress.
k. You nced Hilton's

ick Weekend®, You can check
arly as Thursday,
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The time o tike cire stitrting at $6Y CDN a4 night. And your
PERROOM of yoursell is when you kids can stay free in your room, Then
PER NIGHT don’t have time. That's you canall refax, pliy, ger reacquainied

with cach other. And enjoy it compli-
mentiry Continental Breakfast eich

morning, Check out anytime Sunday,
refreshed. And don't be reluctant 10

retwrn and Bounee
once. Call your travel professional or
1-800-268-0275. [t's time well spent.
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Over 260 participating hotels (Canada & U.S.) including:
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. Ottawa Hilton ‘89 Rl
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Toronto Hilton 99 RN
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Toronto Airport Hilton 69 i
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Windsor Hilton 69 PERNIGHT
Edmonton lliiton $79  Montréal Aéroport Hilton 399 Québec lilion SHY
Hallfax Hllton 369 Maontréal Bonasentuee Hilton $99  Saint John (N.0.) Bilton 369
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