“Declsiveness — not a 1ack of lead-

Editor's note: Five candidates
— three incumbents and two
challengers — will vie for three
seats on the Farmington City
Council on Tuesday, Nov, 5. To-
day we focus on incumbent Wit
tiam Hartsock.

By Ca
statl wrller

Elghteen years ago, a young Wil-
lam Hartsock was clected to his
first term on the Farmington City
Council.

Today, the 41-year-old Cass Strect
resident Is running for his seventh
term on the city council. He sald he
plans to contlnue (o fight for respon-

Farmington Clty COunéll

we can with people.”

The most Important part of clty
government is not the councll, he
sald, but how resldents interact with
their city.

“We need to encourage parilcipa-
tlon — fn thls vote, in council meet-
ings, on boards and commissions,
getting  Involved In your subdivi-
sion,” he sald. Do something. Like
the Nike commercials say — get up

slble government, to maintain the  and ‘justdo it ™

city as a good place to live, and to HARTSOCK FIRST ran for the’
resident in  council in the 1970s

the process. and won a two-year term on his sec-

“We're the governmental body
that’s closest to the people,” he sald.
“If we don’t have that mutual trust,
then we've failed somewhere. We
continue 10 be as apen gn honest_as

Incombant says Hills council must

Editor's note; As the Nov. §
Farmington Hills City Council
election draws near, the Observer
will be talking with the scven can-
.didates and letting you know who
they are, what they think they can
do for the city, and how they
stand on issues.

By Joanne Maliszewaki
stalt writer

ership — Is the problem with the
Facmington Hitls City Council, ace
cording to incumbent Larry Licht-
man.

"I don’t think the council has been
as decisive as It should be," said the
two-year councilman. "I don't think
that’s productive. It's costly and re-
sults In resldents fecling ke they
are gotting less than a fair hearing.”

Lichtman, 33, thinks voters want
independent thinkers.

"People can't cxpect where you
have a group of seven people — who

“ all got to their positions on the city
councl! in different ways — that
you're going to have them all follow
neatly behind someone. Nor Is that

ond try in 1973, He won successive
four-year terms with hlgh percen-
tages, and today s well-entrenched
in the day-to-day concerns of resi-
dents and the Issues facing the city,

O

Farmington Hills City Council

necessarily desirable,” sald Lieht-
man, who served on the zoning board
of appeals 1985-1989 and as chalr-
man, 1967-1988.

ghest Issues s

the coming years. And that's where
decisiveness will be needed. “We
have to address them head-on and
make a decislon. We wlll need sound
reasoning and good judgme!

But as far as the election goes,
Lichtman says voters should look be-
yond selecting a !l based on
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Young Farmington veteran stress

‘We're the
governmental body
that’s closest to'the
people. If we don’t
have that mutual trust, '
then we've failed
somewhere. We
continue to be as open
an honest as we can
with people.’
Witliam Hartsock
cily council veteran

This year's councll race has
brought out a number of issues, but
Hartsock is concerned that a lot of
misinformatlon is also being pro-
moted.

“In my 20 years in runalng for this
olfice, I don't think I've ever seen so

much misinformatlon,” he sald. *I
have found that unsettling.”

Key to being a successtul council
person, Is belng able 1o listen, Hart-
sock said. “You always have to be
able to listen and change your mind,
il necessary. If someone comes up to

4 where you have a

i group of seven people

| — who all got to their
positions on the city

‘People can’t expect

council in different
ways — that you're
going-to-havethem-all— |
follow neatly behind
someone.’

— Larry Lichtman
Farmington Hills incumbent

their stand on one issuc.
"If you elect a candidate because
you agree with the candidate on one
issue or not — what are you teft with
when the issue goes away?” asked
Lichtman, the father of three chil-
dren, Nathan, 11, Lindsay, 8, and

cr: "Who is this person. What are his
or her basic qualitles and do they

Anna, 1, B
HE SUGGESTS that voters consid-

.

have the tools to do the job."
Lichiman, ‘who was raised in
Farmington Hills, says he ‘stands
“for family values and ebjective rea-
soning and a more professional ap-
proach to city governmen
Good Intentions are one thing. But
Lichtman says the city has grown to
the point now where more is needed.
"I don't think it's enough anymore

Business leaders honor
91 Citizen of the Year

By Tom Basr
staft writer

The speeches were flnished, the

dessert plates pushed away and the
coffec cups tilled and refilled.

There was nothing lejt for the
Farmington-area’s 1991 Citizen of
the Year 1o do but savor the moment

to have people making decision who
have nothing to contribute ' more
ihan their time,” said the former
council ligison 1o the ad hoc commit-
1ce on toxic and hazardous substanc-
es, which siemmed from the indus.
trial-research-office zoning contru-
versy,

“I'm not critizing anyone in the
race but some {candidaies) have

TNt
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es participation

clty hall to talk, they should be given
every opportunity. They should know
that someone’s Interested in hearing
thelr point of view."

Hartsock said he has gotten an
earful by golng door-to-door, listen-
ing to residents and their concerns,
which have malnly centered on prop-
erty taxes. Hartsock sald he believes
it is important for local government
to work closely with state offlcials at
changing the tax situation.

Currently a partner in the regional
investment {irm of Roney & Co. and
an entrepreneur who has been In-
volved in starting (wo companics
over the past decade, Hartsock said
he brings a good sense of business
and finance to the city in a time of
financial uncertainty because of
state and federal cutbacks, He also

“worked as a certified public accoun-

1ant for cight years before striking
out on his own.

OVER THE YEARS, he has
served on the city’s planning com-
mission and zoning board of appeals.
served as mayor in 1979 and 1983
and chairs the Southwestern Oakland

be deci

much less understanding (of) what is-
sues are facing the city. Some of the
issues are very complex. It helps to
bave background in one way or an-
other.”

Lichtman betieves his history tn
the community is a bonus for him as
& candidate and as a council mem-
ber. "I want 1o be a council member
because the community means a lot
to me. It's always been my home-
town, and 1 want it to continue to be
a very desirable place to live and

Lichiman refers 1o his tenure on
the zoning board of appeals and his
less-than-one-year ¢xperlence on the
planning commission as his practical
knowledge that helps him as a coun-
cil member.,

AS AN ATTORNEY, Lichtman
says he “solves other people’s prob-
lem. People pay me to spot Issues
and {ind a reasonable and cost-effec-
tive way of solving them."

Longlern: planning is one of the
challenges Lichtman believes faces
the ¢ity in the next few years. “Yes,
it’s sad that the ¢ity has grown up a
bil and changed in certain respects.
But there's going to 'be change
whether you like it or nnt. We would
be better to address the issues and

Cable Commisslon.

Hartsock is no stranger to the
Farmington ecommunity. The father
of one has lived here for 28 years,
graduating from what was thea Our
Lady of Sorrows High School. He is
an actlve member of the Farming-
ton Exchange Club and the Farming-
ton/Farmington Hills Chamber of
Commerce. .

He holds two bachelor’s degrees
from Eastern Mlichigan University
— one in political science and anoth-
er in business administration with an
emphasis on accounting and finance.
He became interested in politics as a
youngster, when his father regularly
took him to events. Harisock re-
called golng to see Soapy Willlams
and Martha Griffiths at varlous
times.

Serving on the councll remalns
important to Harisock. "By serving
on this capacity, it has allowed me to
make a meaningful contribution: be-
cause I believe in the philosophy that
a person's Jife Is not measured in its
duration, .but by its donation,” he
said. .

.
plan and manage the change.”

Lichtman says he believes in
longterm planning and ldentifying — .
and addressing — issues that will be
a concern 510 years from now, “I
stand for spotting Issues, getting in-
put, deciding what people want and
finding a cost-efective way of doing
it. But doing it in a non-confronta-
tional way. I try to be assertive, but
not argumentative.”

Yet some in the city councll audi-
ences have complained that Licht-

D) escendin)

perhaps a little rough, when a resi-
dent complains or comments.

Lichtman says he is neither. *I
don't think I'm condescending. 1
think it's hard sometimes to make a
point without having people thinking
you are personally criticizing them.
As a council member, 1 feel I have
an obligation that the recotd is accy-
rate and information is accuraie
when we make a decision.”

ie also acknowledges that he has
been the brunt of painted comments
and accusations from the audience
during meetings. “I've learned you
have to have a thick skin. You have
to grin and bear it — the personal
comments.”

S e iy

‘fI's been a pleasure all
the way through. It's
been a labor of love.’

Soft and comfortable ‘
In the almost-empty hote) banquet
room with friends and family. holiday outfits each

Lloyd H. Smith, Farmington High
School's debate coach the past 47
years, was recognized as the arca’s
top citizen Wednesday cvening at a
Chamber of Commerece: dinner at
the Baronette fotel in Novi.

The spry scptuagenarian, who
spent almost half a century helping
area youth through music and debate
and aiding the community through
the local Kiwanis Clubs, had very it
tle'say when called to the micro-
phone 1o aceept the henor and the
plague.

“1t’s been 3 pleasure all the way
through,” Smith had teld the audi-
ence of about 100 at the Baronctte,
“It's been a labor of Juve.™

AFTERWARD, Smith was fondly
remembered by some former stus
dunts from the 1940s.

~He was my school teacher, yes,”
said Bob VanEvery, FHS '45, with 2
laugh, “and 1 don't know how he gol
much alder and 1 didn’t. But | look
back and realize the he was a won-
derful teacher.”

Another voice trom the past, local

— Lioyd H. Smuth
long-time dobate coach

Insttrance man Bill Conroy, was also
heard from Wednesday night.

“The conductor of a band always
toses his temper at some Lim: aid
onray, wha played trumpet in the
FIS bund in the mid-40s. “The
greatest of them throw ther batens.
But Lloyd never did that. .

“He eventually helped me form
my nwn band. I think he even named
it for us - “The Torrsd Five.” It be-
came my dance band and helped get
me through college. 1 orver would
have done 1t withont his encourage-
ment”

T SMITIFS  LONGTIN
celebrate ther golden abmve

next May) wife, Dorothy, was al-
ready plotting where in their Farm.
ington home to hang her husband’s
new plaque.

1 think I'll take mine down and
hang up you: Dorothy Smith said
Her plaque? She was the Kiwanis®
Wife nf the Year. “I guess the
Kiwans felt sorry for me that year,”
she said.

Lloyd and Dourothy met on a hay-
ride while they were students at Al-
bien College. They came to Farm-
ington 47 years ago because a better-
paying eaching position was offered
here.

“It seems like yesterday,” Smith
said.

on the agenda

Below are highlights from 1he
agendns of gorerrment meetings
thas week. Al meetings are open
to the public

Farmiagton ill1s City Councib
Couticil chambers
31555 11 Mlle
7:20 p.m. Monday, Oct. 21

The following public hearings are
scheduled

@ [nieoduction  of zoning  text
amendment to regulate temporary
businesses and uses

® Introduction  nf zODINR  text
amendment for permitted uses in in-
dustrial-research-olfice districts.

® Reroning from RA-l, single
family residential to RCE, rldcﬂy
bousing, or SP-1, special purpose dis-
trict, oo the east side of Farminglon
Road, pocth of 13 Mile. Proponent:

Kenneth Alflen. Owner Nandor and
llona Zimmersmann

® Consideratton of vacation of
watertasn - casement  within  the
Rabert Rosch parce]

1n unfinishied business, the council
will consider enactment of an ordi-
nanee for (emporary free standing,
wall sign, and banners within the
eity, and a resolution regarding the
tand use and zomng by adult foster
carr facshitics

The council also will consider a
resolution regarding operations of
the 'S T'ostal Service Members
Al witl consider approval of a
watermamn  payback  for  Helfast
Streel

Farmington Clty Councik
Councll chambers
23600 Liberty Street
8 p.m.. Monday, Oct. 2}

The council will receive a prog-
ress report aboul the Eight Mile-
Farminglon roads signalization and
wil) consider . appaintment of an
ciergency management coordina-
. The ¢ouncil also wil) receive a
seport from the city manager about
the Farmingten
Street parking and houschold haz-
ardeus waste day
Farmiagton 1Nls Zaning Hoard of

Appeals
Council chambers
31555 11 Mile
7130 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 22

For agenda call zoning at 473
9540.

Farmingtan Hills Ethles Commltice
tawer level conference room
31155 11 Mile
T:10 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 23

Ruad-Oakland -

decorated with 3
motil. Plush velour
wilh white interlock
Cottonpolyester pants.
Holly gfnen for him.

Redberry for her.

Two piece sei, $38.

charming Beatrix Potter
suspender pants paired

tops. Sires 12:18-24 mos.

Jacobson’s

NGW OPEN SUNDAYS

We welcome Jacohson's Charge MasterCard! ang VISA®

Shop untd D on Thuraday and Frday Ustl 6 pm an Monda

Shop Sunday Noon to $ pm

Tuenday. Wrdnesday and Saturday.



