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Board
OKs TV
~meetings

* Contlinued from Page 1

TRUSTEES NIXED a lcsser pro-
posal for-$10,500 that offered fust
one camera and no sound System,
and a more expensive plan for
$103,600 that offered a system simi-
lar {o the one in the Farmington
!hl!: Clty Council. chambers. All

that a good sound system
) v\wld be a must; the board currently
uses no sound system at its meetings.

‘The approved plan Is expected (o
cost the district $26,400 for start-up,
though board members requested
administration lo return Lo them
with appropriate blds for the project
and a timeline. Once installed, It will
cust about $6,400 per year to oper-
ate, with most of the cost belng to

- pay audio and video operators.

Schoo)/community relations di-
rector Pamela O'Malley sald some
of the equipment will take slx to
¢ight weeks for delivery.

Plans include cablecasting regular
8 p.m. meetings live on TV-10, the
education cable channel which has
its studios in North Farmington High
School. O'Malley . sald meetings
which have to be moved to accomo-
date larger crowds could be handled
through 2 remote cablecast.

The proposal docs not address
cablecasting spectal board meetings
or apy board committee meetings
usually held before the 8 p.m. hour.
O'Malley said it might be possible to
tape some of those additlonal meet-
ings for future cablecast.
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Audltor says schools are healthy — for now

By Casey Hans
stati write

Audltors said last week the Farm-
Ington Public School District is “rea-
sonably” healthy, but lower cash
reserves this year and political. is-
sues beyond its control could uu:e
problems ln the future.

*“The overall position s that it (the

district) s in reasonably good
shape,” sald Fred Haller of Planle &

‘It’s less than the state
average, and there's a
lot of storm clouds on
the horizon. it's A
certainly a time to be
" careful.’
— Fred Haiter
of accounting firm

Motan — the

{irm which does (he district’s annual

audit. — ‘answering parent David

York's question during an Oct. 15
to the F:

school board,

But with an undesignated fund
balance of $3.2 mlllion a5 of June 30,
the district is feft with a savings ac-
count amounilng to ‘a little more
than three percent of its current

$96.95 million budget. It's enough to

operate the 10,400-student district

for about one week of school, sald
school officials.

“It's less than the state average,
and there's a lot of storm clouds on
the borizon,” Haller warned. “It's
certainly a time to be careful.”

‘The cash reserves, called a “fund

equity” In’ district financlal state-
ments, is “usually a barometer for a
school dlstrict,” Haller sald, who
added that ibe state average for a
district is about 8 percent.

“As we Lalk about all these uncer-
talnties, it becomes increasiogly im-
portant that you bave a fund bal-
ance.” School offictals bave fought in
recent years with some factioms of
the community who have claimed
the district shouldn't bave kept any
sort of cash reserves.

IN THE PAST year, school offi-
cials sald they were relleved there
was something there Lo carry them
through a potential crisls in which
$5.8 million was taken away by the
state.

Future uncertalnties could include
how the recently approved tax base
sharing plan is implemented by the

rogram s phued out, bow the 1992
pmpeny tax freeze will impact the
dlstrict, and bow’ Ml resldents
vote on any nnmber of ballot issues
next fall.

‘The Farmingtos district shows a
$10.42 milllon fund balance as

June 30, but $7.2 milllon of that’ B -

earmarked to pay open purchase or.
ders, for inventorles, to pay a large
chunk of the Gll] Elementary reno-
vation project, for capltal Improve-
meats already done but not yet paid
fand for the long-term liabllity for
vested termination pay.

Of the $36.9 mlllon budgeted In
1990-91, the district spent §91.3 mll-
lion dipping into those reserves.

Changes ln state recapture during
the past year and loss of a millage
election forced the district to cut
back Its budget expectations for the
current 1991-32 year, a?cordlng w0

“state, how soon (he state P

assistant or finance,

Bruce Barrett. One hundred and for-
ty jobs were cut.

PROGRAMS WERE pared, In-
cluding transportation, business ad-
ministratlon, and support services.
And, where the dlstrict bad previous-
1y budgclcd a 10 percent cash re- .
serve in years past, (hat has been
pared back to five percent for the
current year,

Barrett noted the gistrict has tak-
©n a conservative approach, and is In
decent shape because of having a fi-
nanclal cushlon in place.

But that may change in the future,
depending on leglslative changes to
property tax laws. “We're in an envl-
ronmenl of undertainty,” be added,
“Major change has begun and we've
had to respond.” He sald he foresees
“radical changes” (o how schools are
financed in the future.

Canfield residents battle city’s plan to pave street

By Joanne Mallszewski
staff writer

As far as James and Dorothy
Woolley are concerned, 50.1 percent
Isn't enough of a majority to ferce
homeowners on Canfleld Street to
have their gravel street paved.

That's when the' Woolley™s hit the
pavement, canvassed thelr neighbor-
hood and got nearly two-thirds of
thelr neighbors — 63.1 percent — to
sign a petition agalast the propased
pavement.

“We moved here because we loved
the country atmosphere,” said
James Woolley.

The couple presented their petl-

‘People just didn’t
realize how much the
total amount they
would have to pay for
paving.’
— Dorathy Woolley
Canfield resident

tions to city hall statf. The problem

resolution for paving Canfleld, [rom
Grayfield to the northern tip of the

road.

about road pavirg along Canfield
followed by a public hearing at 7:30
p.m., Monday, Nov. 18 In eity councll
chambers, 31155 11 Mile.

“People just didn't realize how
much the total amount they would
bave to pay for paving.” said Doro-

" thy Woolley.

RESIDENTS WERE originally
1old that the cost of paving for each
ot owner — whose frontage abuts
on Canfield — was roughly $3.954.
That's true. But' the Woolley's say
there’s more truth to be known.

For' example, if a lot owner de-
cides to siretch out payments over
10 years, the paving would cost
about bding interest. Over

’
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Part-tlme Manlcuriat Wantod

27716 W. 7 Mile Rd.. 2 Blocks West of Inkster
538-1044

”DON’T BE WITHOUT HEAT!

We are in for the coldest winter in 10 Years.'
Don't wait for yIc:ur furnace to quitl.
CAL

! NEXUS

' .537-31 60

American Dlscuunl Heating & Cooling, Inc.

1 W. 8 Milo Roa

Redford 537-3160

So back to the drawing board. The
city councll a week ago agreed to
bave another informational meeting

15 years the lot owner would pay
$8,0
"Onc person owns four lots. A lot

practic.
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of the residents are senjor citizens
and young couples,” James Woolley
said, “Everyone 1 asked, I said, 'Did
you know much this will cost?’ When
1showed them what It would be with
interest, they thought was too much
money.”

With a 63-percent majority in fa-
vor of nol paving, councllwoman
Jean Fox sald she saw no reason to
have yet another publlc hearing. The
city’s pelicy is to go abead with road
improvements if 50 percent of the
property owners are in favor.

“1 think 50.1 percent ts a pretty
small margin,” James Woolley told
the city council.

But Mayor - Aldo Vagnozl 'said,
“We do have a policy on a majority.”

Woolley is not what I would call a
high pressure salesman. Though his
wlfe could charm the socks off ev-
eryone.”

Money, however, isn't the only
concern, James Woolley zald. Home-
owners don't have cily water and
sewer yet. “First things first.”

Yet Dick Mecham, a Canfield resi-
dent who circulated the petition that
received 50.1 percent in support of
paving, sald the paving issues ls
spliting up his neighborheod. “Right
now It seems It's getting to be home-
owner versus homeowner. They are
my neighbors.”

Mecham sald he dida’t force any-
one to sign his petition. 1 don't be-
long to the Mafia. I didn't twist

arme

CANFIELD RESIDENT Tim
Schmldt asked for another public
hearing. “It only works if everyone
Is properly informed. Apparently
that's not the case oo this issue.”

The resident called the change In
petitions an “amaxing reversal. Mr.
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Around The World For Your
hopping Convenience!

« Bakery Manager

» Seafood Manager

* Deli Manager

» Meat Counter Employees

» Semi-Truck Driver
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THE FRESH CHOICE NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Full or Part Time Men & Women of
All Ages. Early Retirees Welcome.
Morning or Afternoon Shifts
Experience preferred, but not required
APPLY IN PERSON ONLY 10 am - 5 pin

» Produce Buyer with
Terminal Experience

» Bakery & Seafood Employees

The Best for Less
A Fresh Approach To Shopping

FRESH CHOICE

19330 Middlebelt
Livonia, MI

Between 7 & 8 Mile Next to Kids R US
Across From Sears Livona Mall
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=~FRESH CHOICE—
Is Coming

+ Prime Beef, Veal, Lamb & Pork
.+ Fresh Fruit and Vegetables
» Fresh Seafood * Fresh Poultry * Fresh Deli
* Fresh Prepared Salad
* Fresh Creme Pies & Cakes, Never Frozen! .
+ Fresh Baked Bread and Buns.
* Hot, Prepared Foods to Go.
» 101 Different Kinds of Cheeses
» 60 Varieties of Coffees
* Fresh Squeezed Juices -
* Fresh Roasted Nuts of all Kinds
« Imported & Domestic Chocolates and Candies
Plus Gourmet Foods From

» Produce Employees

* Meat Cutters

» Cashiers

» Bookkeeper &
Computer Operator

* Meat Manager

* Deli Employecces

He said he doesn't like the idea of
changing decisions.."Why people I
approached changed their minds, 1
don't know, Can I petition after you
make a decision on this (Woolleys
petition). We can carry this on to
doomsday.”
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