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Royal Academy classes
led to role as Freddy
By Lisa Otoupal

Bencath the latex scan and the
razor-lipped fingers of Freddy Kreuger
< character actor Roben Englund.

Raised in Califarnia, Englund began
icting in a children's theater program.
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Cleveland company production ot

Godspell. By age 25, Englund had

played every clown from Shakespeare’s
plays. .

While working in Detront, Englund

: ; s

\fter high schoo!, he was pted at
e Royal Academy of Dramatic Art
and enrolled in their American school
in Michigan. In additian to his studics,
he appeared at the prestigious
Mcadowbrook Theater and in a

was cd 10 the ant 4 o
the film Hadiands, and he went to Los
Angeles to audition for the film. He
didn't get that part, but was soon cast
in Buster and Hillie (1974). Afier a
number of other film appearances, be

landed the role of Willie in the
crinically acclaimed 1983 minisenies V.
To avoid being typecast, he went alles
the part of Freddy Krueger. After
convincing directar Wes Craven he
was night for the pant, Englund wascast
23 the willy revenant spint.
Nightmare on Elm Street broke
box-office fecords. Freddy dolls be-
came a merchandising phenomenon.
Englund 15 now appeating in the sixth, -
and supposedly final, Eim Strectmovie
and 13 working an a midscason
reptacement sencs, Nightmare Cafe,
for NBC. CRARTE A
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