i By Pat Murphy

cussed this fssue and the county's

{stalf writer
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¢« About 800 senior cltizens got plen-
ty of advice and fellowship Tuesday
when they converged on the Sauth-
fiedd Clvle Cealer for the 9th Annual
Qakland County Seniur-Power Day.

- Dut some alsc recelved o gentle
1ongue-lashing from a county com-
thissloner for nol being organlzed
enough to support their econamic in-
terests.

i “Where were you " asked commis-

+ sioner Dennis M. Aaron, D-Oak Park,

t“when we (the county board) dis-
'

Aaron's question came during a
publlc hearlng at which senfor clil-
zens — or those working with them
— commented about issues they
were concerned about.

Roselee Scoler of West Bloomfield

asked about publie (ransportatlon ~

wondering, among other things,
about its futurc in Qaklznd County.
Aaron, Hanked by other county

links to many communities In south-
east Michgan,

Aaron sald the county's contribu-
tlon could have been more — and its
demand for services more specific
— It some of the senior citlzens at
the hearlng alsc showed up at the
county mectings at which SMART
was discussed.

“MEETING LIKE THIS (at Senicr
Power Day) is line,” Aaron gently

s nod-
ded in agreement, said Gakland s a
major conlributor to SMART, the
area’s mass {ransit system with
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d. "But you've got to mo-
bllize more offen. You've got (o tell
public officials ~ Illke us — what
you need.”

Durlng another part of the hear-
ing. Aaren also advised senior citl-
2cns 10 “keep hounding your repre-
sentatlves in Washington.”

Ite offered that advice afier Hen-
ry Faigin of Southficld asked how
senjor citizens — llving on insufii-
cient fixed incomes — can protect
themselves  against  catastrophlc
ilinesses. “You can save all your
life.” said Faigin, “only to be wiped
oul by a major accident or iliness.”

Other senjor citlzens nodded, ac-
knowledging that such a fear is ail
tooreal, -

Natlonal health care, or some kind
of protecilon agalnst catastrophlc
illnesses, must be addressed by the
federal government, Aaron said, And
1he feds, he said, wont move unless

rodded.

- While Aaron was gentle wlth his
comments, Louls Kondur, leader of a
senior citlzen group in West Bloom-
field, didn’t hold back. “Senlors just
aren't aware of [ssues that affect
them,” Kondur said,

His advice was for senior citlzens
to get more Informed and organized
so they can make public officlals
aware of their concerns — and thelr.

. voting power.

PHYLIS KEUPING of Troy was
also alarmed at the rising cost of
health Insurance. Keuping communi-
cates - through sign language ~
which most of the sudience and soci-
ety at large doesn't understand. But
with the help of Linda M. Booth, re-

Bernice Hacker, Ioll a voluntear from

Alzheimer's Associa-

lon office in Sculhllnld, confers with Kay Loveland, owner of
Loveland's Foster Care Center in Bloomfleld Hills.

gional director of the Deaf, Hearing
& Speech Center in Detrojt, she was
able Lo express her concerns.

In other settings, however, it's
more difficult, If not Impossible.

“At the doctor’s office, for exam-
ple, it’s difficult to get adequate an-
swers to basic questions,” Keuping
said through Booth. "We want (o
know the effects of a mediclne or
why surgery is needed. But (00 often
seniors can’t get answers because
ncbody understands sign language."

3947 W, 12 Mile  Berkley 169%)

7

SRR TN

\

SIS L

)

a . I8
@ @

4 5 N

eoe |\

; BE|X

K i PSR
28 HIBIN

= 238 2|Q
E2 0 T 200N

a0 £33 |0

52z [

- -] I
o=> 8

(— ] 22 |8

E<

ol =
iy
10,7777 =
.'r,:_':r_g_z

5
)

Viie Afcest *Ihing You

Call Now

Thr L,

h-Fr

DOG OWNE

Now there is a CHOICE with the

Leash-Free

Invisible Dog Containment System
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Lawrence R. Per-
nlck. D-Sauthfield, also advised sen-
ivr citizens to mobilize and use their
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life experiences to achieve goals.

That was after Alexander Geor-
geff of Commerce Townshlp com-
plained about the rent at his mobile
home park going up 9 percent in a
single year, and 16 percent over
three years.

“Some seniors have to move out”
because they can't afford the rent
hike, he said.

Michigan doesn’t have Jegislation
that eliectively imposes rent con-
trols, said Pernick. But that
shouldn't keep senior citizens, or oth-
ers, from banding together to ad-
dress their concerns as a group.

12 Great Ways To .

wstom Calendar welt be W™ when

at Crescent Academy School ; . .
40440 Palmer Ra. « Canton : . d
(East of 1-275, N. of Michigan Ave. comer of Lotz & Paimet)

Belleville Antiques & Auctiqn Gallery
313-697-2949

Remember Your 12 Pictures
Will give a memory a month

CUSTOM CALENDARS

.03, Box 558 « Far

gton Hills, M) 48332

GET THE CREDIT
YOU WANT!

AND GET
JCPenney

) DN E

123 wsb 87 ’
opPER

Apply for a JCPenney charge
account and receive your one-day
shopping spree savings certificate.

Now through October 31st.

If you already have a JCPenney charge account, you can still cash in
on 25% savings throughout our store with your shopping spree coupon.
But hurry, offer expires Oct. 31, 1991. Ask a sales associate for details.
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