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Big jury awards in medical mal-
practice cases would be history un-
der two bills before the state Senate.

- S0 would attorney fees taking u)

g
to one-third of multi-milllon-dollar
“paln and suffering” awards,

“This is an incentive to get the job
done rapidly, without golng to
court,” sald Sen. John J.H. Schwarz,
R* Battle Creek, sponscr of the bill
1o set up arbitration-panels In medi-
cal sults.

"The Michigan Trlal Lawyers As-

*- sociation wil) challenge the bills (tn

court)," predicted Sen. Dan DeGrow,
R-Port Huron, sponsor of the bill to
cap attorneys fees and nen-cconomlie
damages. “So you won't see any
lowerlng of (malpractlce Insurance)
raies unill we have a definitive rul-
Ing."

THE TRIAL. lawyers grovp —
injured and

malpractice to the health care sys-
tem Is to reduce the amount of mal-
practice that occurs,” she said.

The Senate Judlclary Commlitee
last week reported out both bils on
voles of three Republicans in favor
and one Democrat opposed, with one
Democrat missing.

Opponent Virgil Smith of Detrolt
said the bllls “plck the wrong target
— the vietlms.”

The bills, which DeGrow (hinks
the Republican Senate wlill pass the
week of Oct. 28, face trouble In the
House, where majority Democrats
lean to the trial lawyers' view,

TRIAL LAWYERS, many from
Southfield, inslsted repeatedly In
months of subcommittee hearings
there are no medical malpractice In-
surance crisis, no loss of doctors —
hut lsam'ln]g prolits for insurers.

“ls
There s, and serlous,” replled Judl-
clary chalr William te

there  a. serfous problem?

“Physlclans told us it wasn't just
he cost {of

determinatlon  panels under (he
Co

It was the threat of belng sued,”
VanRegeomorler sald. The resull
was the practice of “defensive medi-
..cine™ and a multiplicity of tests. .
DeGrow scoffed at MTLA's charge
of “soarlng proflis” in the medical
malpractice insurance buslness.
*The companles sclling that line are
owned by physiclans. It puzzles me
why physlcians would overcharge
themselves, Why should they charge
outrageous rates? What would they
do with the money?” DeGrow asked.
MTLA's Bailey didn't repty.

MAJOR FEATURES of SB 248-9

are:
* Five regional medical labllity

r n
with a liberal polltleal bent — vehe-
mently opposes both biils.

MTLA executlve dlrector Jane R.
Bailey said Scnate Bills 248-9 “only
create new hurdles and hardshlps for
victims, . "

“The only way to lower the cost of

er, R-Jenison, “though not as sertous
In some parts of the stale as others.”
VanRegenmorter, who sponsored
neither blll and sald he started the
bearings objectively, cited obstet-
rics, neurosurgery and emergency
rooms as ficlds with shortages of
practitloners due to lawsults.

Depariment. Each would
haye three members — an attorney,
a health professlonal and a lay per-
son. The pariles have six months lo

accept or rejecta panel finding. The. .

p:alntlff may sue, but issues would

narrowed to the panel {indings,
which may be used as court cvi-
dence.

# Caps on attorney fees, now Lyp-
leally onc-third of an award. There
would be a silding scale topped at 10
percent for an award over $500,000.
MTLA calls it unconstitutlonal.

® A cap on non-cconomic “pain

and suffering” damages of $250,000,
compared to the current $225.000.
But exemptions would be removed
for cases involving death, loss of a

ook of  real log
8t 8t half the cost.

vital body function and Injury to the
reproductive sysiem, eliminatlng
multi-mlion-doitar “gain and suf-
fering™ awards.

e Limits on expert wilhesses,

They would have to be persons who
spend 80 percent of thelr time prac-
tlcing or teaching. This limit s
aimed at persons whose full-time
work is allegedly testifying in court.
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October 25

Preview - 6:00 pm  Auciion 7:00 pm

WORKS BY:
Renoir Picasso Dali
Rockwell Neiman Many More

Chagall
Vickers

DETROIT BAPTIST MANOR
. 30301 13 Mile Rd.
(Bet. Orchard Lk. & Middlebelt)
) Farmington Hills

$5 Donation at the door

“MOTIVATE WHEN YOU DONATE”
et}

7
P,
Help us help those in need Y
by donatlng your used car, boat, roa! patate
for charltable purposes.

Celebrate
Nealtional Dolllowse & Minialure Month

of b fire-
nserta & Frea Standing Sloves
Over 100 Fireplace Tool Sets To Choose From
P4 And a Large Selection of Log Baskets & Andirons

ey MICHIGAN FIREPLACE & BARBEQUE WEE BEES
CALL 373-9000 "”‘Y"‘”“” 2908 Long Lake Rd. TROY 689-2296

YOLUNTEE'.S OF AMERICA

Vivy 1088
4 RO COMOTION

MINIATURES CLUB
Annual Miniatures
Exhibit
Oct, 25, 26, 27
Fri. & Sat. 10-4

Sun. 12-4

See Displays. Miniature Rooms,
Dollhouses & Minlature Collections

(at Dequindro)

SHORT NOTICE PUBLIC AUCTION

IDQ USTRIAL PARK - .
SHPMENT #1 0.5, GOVEINMENT CUSTOMS RETAMED SHIPMENT OF
PERSIAN CARPETS, FIDELITY FIRST FINANCIAL CORP. ORDERS AUCTION.
#2 CONSISTS OF INVENTORY TO BE AUCTIONED TO RECOVER FROM SHAREHOLDER'S
LAWSUIT COURT JUDGMENT.
10% OF TOTAL AUCTION GOODS : EX-U.‘:.GUSIDMS RETAIRED CARPETS.

PERSIAN & ORENTAL RUGS
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“Please,
my little

girl needs k4
blood?”

Admission *2
Children under 12 with
Adults only 50°

Imagioe i you hod fo atk for blood

. Ioseave the Tda of someone you love. iniature 4515 N WOODWARD
WILL BE REMOVED FHOM FREXGHT AND UNPACKED, SEPARATED AND e fime the American Red Cross ROYAL OAK, A1 48073
v aski, give bload, please. a éEfS’ ;

'AGGED TO BE AUCTIONED PIECE BY PIECE.
SHORT NOTICE AUCTION
SUNDAY, OCT. 27TH AT 2:00 PN VIEW AT 1:00 PM
AT CARGO STORAGE DEPOSITORY IN THE BRIDGE
INDUSTRIAL PARK - SOUTHFIELD.
“ﬂnmwnmmo“w‘-a‘:ﬁm&m“h"nmmmw Go

549-0633

Mon -Sal 10-9
OPEN THURSDAY TIL 8 0u

~ Come and give us the third degree
about getting your degree.

GIVEBLOOD, PLEASE +
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For the total lighting requirements of your home —
Brose suggests the delightful, band crafted lighting
fixtures of NOVA IMPORTS. Uncompromising
quality and an unsurpassed attention to detall have
been the hallmarks of NOVA IMPORTS for over 16
years. Whether you're looking for a traditional or an
innovative solution to your decorating needs. look

to NOVA IMPORTS, and look for NOVA IMPORTS
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OFF Our 2
40%-50%
Already
Discounted
Prices

Lighing tlateres bor Every Becor ¢ Winng Supplics and Light Helbs

ELECTRICAL

"CONSTRUCTION.INC

27400 W 7 MiLE NOAD
LIVONIA, b1 48152 « (313} 464-2211
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Visit our Open House, October 27th.

1t allthat stands Between souand

o taculy tanghe i the Tesast and

Merev rditon. Theres even achild
care facthty avanlable, and pathine s
convenentand nearby You can

srrend classes w it vour schedule i the
cvenng of on Satrday in our umique
Weekend College program Utinversin
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1-800-262-9100.
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