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Trouble lurks behind

* NEWS ITEM: David Duke, a for-
ner grand wizard of the Ku Kiluz
-Klan and one-time Nazl sym-
“pathizer, finished a strong second
:’{:’m Louisiana bipartisan pri-
“mary for governor. Runxing as a
Republican, Duke knocked in-
cumbent Gov. Buddy Roemer out
“of the race and now faces a Nov.
16 runoff with former gevernor
Edwin W. Edwards,

‘That bit of news from the South
has sent shock waves through the na-
tenzl Republican party and has po-
liucal analysts scrambling all over
each other Lrylng to explaln what

hap .

But while Republicans try desper-
ately to disassociate themselves
from Duke and analysts talk of frus-
tratlon over taxes and government
spending as well as racial resent-
ment, the best cxplanatlon may have
come from an unlikely group meet-

ing ln, of all places, Livonia.

AL the seventh apnual state con-
ventlon of the American Atheists of
Michlgan, Jon C. Murray, president
of the national athelst organization,
oxpressed dismay at Duke's seml-
victory.

One of Mutray's concerns Is that
Duke “wants prayer in the public
schools. But Murray sald he thought
the strong showing for Duke “Indl-
cates o me that people are on this
‘traditlonal family values’ kick, and
they somehow fec] that If we turn
backwards maybe that wiil help the
economy and soclety." R

“TRADITIONAL FAMILY values
kick"? How can you call a desire to
maintain {or return to) “tradltional
family values” a kick? Isn't that as
disgusting as the idea of a former
Klan wlzard becoming governor of
Louistana?

oA Gladden

Maybe. Or maybe not.

These traditional “values” often
went hand-In-hand with traditional
bigotry. And teday “traditionat fam-.
ily values” are often being used to
disguise aut-and-out dlscrimination.

This trend shows up subtly In atti-
tudes toward women, in the abortion
debates and In the creeping and
growing use of religious beliefs to In-
fNluence or Intimldate tawmakers.
But nowhere Is it more evident than
in aitlludes 1oward gays.

Consider:

Trial lawyers talk, don’t listen

TRIAL LAWYERS are good talk-
en.,

Members of the Michlgan Trial
Lawyers Assoclation, who represent
injured plaintlifs, talk to defense
lawyers hopefully to sctile for big
sums. They talk to expert witnesses
for opinions favoring their elients.
They talk (o judges about proce.
dures. And they talk to jurles about
the paln and suffering thelr clients

ured.

Talk, talk, talk.
" But they're poor listeners.

ONCE AGAIN there's a move In
Lansing to curb the number of medi-
cal liabllity cases that go to trial, the

. multi-mlllien-dollar payouts and the
fees attorneys get.

1say “onee agaln” because it hap-
pened in 19835, with indifferent re-
sults. The cap on P&S payouts didn't
apply to many cases, and the 33 per-
cent fees went unchanged.
= As I listened to the medlcal
ple, I got the mpression that a big
payout is only one concern, and not
necessarily the biggest. The medical
people say it’s the constant hasste of
lawsuits that s doing them In.

Belng on the defense end of a Jaw-
sult, even when you win, takes an
enormous amount of psychlc energy
out of a person, whatever the line of
work. It affects defendants® self-con-
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fidence, their

of the solution, not part of the prob-
em.

VICE PRESIDENT Dan Quayle
ruffled fcathers recenily when he
told the American Bar Assoclation
that the United States, with 5 per-
cent of the world's population, has 70
percent of the world's lawyers.
Quayle implicd we're sapping our

M;
hunch Is that it also trlms years af);
thelr Hves.

Some say "the hell with it,” go Into
a less stressful line of work or move,
robbing the communlty of the best
use of their talents.

During the medical llability de-
bate, the health care people cited
many tawns where professionals just
packed up and moved to other states.

“NO PROBLEM," replied spok-
espersons for the Michigan Trial
Lawyers Associatlon.

No Insufance problem. No shori-
g&c of doctors. No problem with Jury

ards. No problem with bigh fees,
No problem wlith too many trials. No
need for an arbitration system.

“The only.way to lower Lhe cost of
malpractice to the health care ays-
tem,” sald Janc Bailey, MTLA exece
utive director, “is to reduce the
amount of malpractice that occurs.”
Thus, in reducing the amount of mal-

. practice, MTLA sces its suits as part

own growih by suing cach
other for the existing economilc ple.

Marketlog Resource Group, Inc.,
floated Quayle's numbers past 800
Michlgan veters on behalf of the hos-
pital associatlon, Results:

® 73 percent agreed that “Ameri-
ca just doesn't need 70 percent of the
world’s lawyers.”

® 73 percent agree that “the high
cost of lawsults i3 making America
less competitive in the world econo-

Dut the only problem MTLA can
spot Is “'soaring profits” for compa-
nies that sell medical llability Insue-
ance. One senator peinted out, how-
ever, that the few companles selling
that coverage are owned by health
professlonals, There is no profit mo-
tive.

MTLA’s lobbylsts didn't answer.,
Apparently they didn't even hear the
question.

Tim Richard reports requlariy
on the local implications of state
and regional crents.

e The Cracker Barrel, that
“down-home” restaurant that
opened in Belleville recently, has
been under siege from gay protest-
ers over the company's hiring pollcy.
‘The Tennessce-based company re-
portedly fired more than a dozen
workers for being homosexual. And
in a2 memo released in Janvary, an
exccutive wrate that employees
"whose scxual preferences fall to
demonstrate normal (my itallcs)
heterosexual values'* would damage
the chain’s “family Image.”

‘family values’

tors threatened to cut uff state mon-
ey to a local publlc televislon statlon
after it aired a documentary on what
it is like to be a black, gay male In

.Amerlca. Too many people were of-

{fended by It. One legislator said he
had always thought that public tele-
vision offlcials used state funds for
“family-oriented programs.”

o In Richmond, Va,, a cafc awner
who challenged a state law banning
gay bars got the state Alcohol Bever-
age Control Board 1o agree to seek a
court order 1o overturn the statute.
But board members said they were

® The y of
which seems determined o provide
a racism-free campus, balked at a
-propesal to allow homosexua) cou-
ples access 10 the university's mar-
ried houslng program, A graduvate
student worried about the effect that
stich an arrangement might have on ™
“traditlonal families” Jiving there.

® In Atlanta, some state legisla-

being p to enforce the law
by 2 resident who maintains that gay
bars pose a threat to “family life”
and that allowing them to exlst
would be “iraveling a pathway toan-_
archy.”

@ In Salt Lake City, a legislative
commitice considerlng 2 “hate-
crime” bill has deadlocked. over in-
cluding homosexuals among those

groups protected by the bill. “1t's un-
falr to try and put helghtened legdl
protections on thls segment of sock-
cty that engages In antisocial con-
duct . . . " one committee membef
sald. H
@ And In St. Pau), Minn., voters
will declde on Nov. 5 on a refered: .
dum to repeal an existing law prohi-
biting discrimination based on sexu-
al oricntation in housing, public ac-
dati jobs and 1
A group called Citlzens Alert gath-
ered mere than 6,000 signatures to
put the question on the batlot. H
Despite what Murray would say.
maybe we should say a prayer —
that a return to “traditlonal family
values” doesn’t take us all the way
back to the cavernan with hls wife by
the hair and a club in his hand. )

Jack Gladden is a copy editor
at the Observer & Eccentric
b

Newspapers. H

ONE OF MY boyhood heroes was
Cyrano de Bergerac, the soldier-poet
with a nose ncarly as long as his
sword. After vanquishing a hundred
men in a single faray for love of his
tady, he sought even fiercer foes.

“Bring me giants!" he ¢ried,

T have some for him, but if he met
them, I think he'd join them rather
than run them through, as their
cause is just and their intentions no
less bold than his. 1 speak of the
Southeastern Michigan Council of
Governments’ Task Force on Re-
gional Development.

Chaired by county commissioner
Marilyn Gosling and Pittsfield
Township Supervisor E.A. Jackson
Morrls, it recently set forth recom-

i essentlal to
Michigan’s fiscal and social survival.

They almost identically maicl
1hose I've been d.

Task force fights ‘giant’ foes

. John
i Telford

sprawl, with crime and educational
quality following right behind.

To combat this rampant sprawl,
they want all arca schools to jnsti-
tute equity operations to foster inter-
cultural understanding, and they
want the too-often-viclated anti-dis-
crimination laws fully and fairly en-
forced. (This latter objective is mu-
tually held with our intrepld Oakland
County Center for Ope? Housing.) -

'

‘
politicos are already ratling against)
the recommendations, denouncing
them as socialistic. Others profess
no faith in the concept of regionaf
planning. s

Not only is this task force plan tha!
fair thing 10 do, It's also the farsight-}
ed thing to do for the ultimate com:,
mon good. .

Cyrano's not here today to draw!
his sword for such a cause, but with]
valiant voices like Gosling's and:
Jackson's and their bold task force,
maybe we don‘t need him. What we!
do need is for afl of you quiet ones;
who truly believe in democratic
progress to muster courage to draw)
your own swords and raise your own
veices in support of the task !nrm‘g

The task force also want
o revamp the regional transporia-
tion sysiem — an operation_which
will cnable many Detroit youngsters

p y prop:
ing for, lo, these flve years past. 1
might caution their anthors to brace
themselves for threats and hate
mai}, having resullantly had more
than my share of bath, because their
plan’s resisters will soon be mobiliz-
ing. blg-league.

THE MEMBERS of the SEMCOG
Task Force dared to correctly jden-
tify raclal discrim{nation as the pre-
mier agent of urban gobble and

o travel to jobs.

Further, they seek municipal tax
base sharing, the redevelopment of
Detroit and our other older urban
communitics, and a mandatory re-
gional review of any new projects
with arca-wide impact. This will

'
Your greater Detroit metrepolitarn
area desperately necds you to do
this, because be assured that thosa
recommendations will be fought by,
fearful foes whose selfish interesty
are their only concern. They couldn't
care less about our entire reglon's
mutual social and economic future. |
Johin Telferd, a Rochester ared
resident, most recently was an
i eri in the

foree pers and 10
install the supportive infrastructure
before any more subdivisions and
megu-malls can be built.

REDICTABLY, ncrvous local

4 py
Rochester School District. He pres
viously was executive director for:
secondary cducation in the Piym:.
outh Canton district. :
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