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Teacher tells Iawmakers how German schools succeed

By Tim Richlrd
‘statf wrller

- Suburban Jawmakers were
stunned when Gabricle Barth told
them bow much one German state

spent on lts “duadl system" of school- .

Ing.
Baden Wuerttenberg, whose 9.3
milllon population s identical to
Michigan's, spends $20.4 -bllllon on
cverything, taxes Incomes up to 53

reent, levies 15 percent on ulu -

communlty colleges levy property |

* taxes, and all colleges charge tui-

Uon.

HOW INDUSTRY supports Baden
Wurtemberg's' “hauptschule” was
the eye-opener,

In this six-year vocational system,
for ages 10 to 16, German students
spend 3% days in a company and 1%
days in class.

The company. pays them salaries
and thelr soclal insurances, provides -
lools and — 68 percent of

pes
“and §8 biltlon goes to ed "
the exchange intern sald.

“It's a very expensive system,”
sald Barth, a teacher and principal
spending 2 year In the Unlted States

the total cost, Barth said.

Local Industrics in this southern
state are Mercedes-Benz and
Porsche, the nulomnk:n, and many
= much

1o upgrade her skills to the
level.

Rep. Lyn Bankes, R-Livonla, and
others quized Barlh Tuesday as the

1lke southeastern Michlgan.
Curticula are set by commlitees

of Industriallsts, trade unionl.-.u and .

‘s “track” is

House the re-
latlonship belwecn industry and
schooling In the reunlted German re-
public.

Michigan's general fund budget is

$7.5 bllllon, with one-third golng to .

determined by ;un-nu and educa-
tors, she sald,

“Companles spend a lot of money
on further training {(of adult work-
ers),” Barth added

all educatlon. It taxes incomes at 4.4
percent and sales at 4 percent. The
flgures aren't comparable, however,
because local school districts and

“GLOBAL competitlvencss” is the
buzz phrase In state capltals these
days. Michtgan's thrust Is to make

Chateau Margo

‘ON PERSONAL SERVICE

Today's dosigner wears many hats: creolorn oversecr. coordinator,
whilo also handling tha businass end of 1ho project. The key 1o
succoss i o commilment 1o the client based on o high loval of
profossionatism, quality and service. Without sorvice. ihe client s
not getting tho quality.

‘ON CLIENT INVOLVEMENT

1like to get to know tho famillios | work with in ordor to develop
o concept funclionol fo thelr lifestyle. We dovelop friendships. |
hava worked with some of my cllonts fox 17 yoars. Wo just koep
going through new projocts and new homaos. To be genuinely
offoctive, o designer has to core about the client.

ON BUDGETS )

Whean the clisnt hos a limited budget we establish a long range
godl. Duting Phasa |. we put tho monoy whare it will moke 1ho
mos! impac!, and add as the budget permits. Whethor my
clienf buys an ontique piece of a raptoduction, | want o make
suto thoy got tha bost dollar value, and most importantly, a
pioce of tumnitura they will onjoy for years.

ON MICHIGAN DESIGN CENTER
I'love tho Michigan Design Coentar, It's 0 wondoriu! resoutce 1o .
take clients for ¢ proliminary walk-
throuah, to dovelop a design solution
which will reflect thair parsonal style.
MOC providos me with the nawost
and best resourcos for turnliure,
fabrics ond accossoriasin all price
rerges. As an indopendent do-
L, signor, Michigan Dasign Center
is @ rosourco that is critical to
my practica of intetior design.

IVICHIGAN

o bhangan
THE FNEST & LARGEST
INTERKOR FLRNISHINGS
FACIUTY I SICHIGAN
THROUGH YOUR
JHTERKOR DESIGRER.
FOR COMPLIMENTARY

Morgo Hebort, AS10.
interior Dosigner

students employable in-an Inlemn-
tional economy.

‘The voe-tech “hauptschule” is one
of three kinds of German middle
schoals, Barth satd. Others are “real-
schule,” six years of non-profession-
al school, and “gymnaslum,” the ac-
ademic school for universlty prepa-
ratlon,

Rep. Tom Middleton, R-Lake’

Orion, asked If the five former East
German states have adopted this
system. “Yah, sure,” Barth replied.
Rep. James Kosteva, D-Canton:
How long has Germany been doing
this? The system was adopted in
1849, Barth sald, and the vocational

training act came In I"B “We had
reform and structured the whole sys-
tem,”

Kosteva again: “How do you dls-
cuss new kinds of training?” Barth:
A federal institute does much statis-
tical research. Standards for ‘new
skills are developed as needed, "For
30 years we didn't have any occupa-
Uons for computer sclence. Now we
have many.”

REP. JUSTINE Bamns, D-West-
land, had many qucstions about
parental pariicipation §n seting
standards and runnlng school boards,
and she wasn't pleased by Barth's
answers.

decide

“I don't hear just a par-
ticipating anywhere,” said Barns, 1
want my picce of the world repre-
sented.”

Bamns asked, “What happens to a
student who doesn't pass (gradua-
tlon) tests?” Barth: “}e repeats the
whole schoo] year.” She added the

dropout rate was less than 2 pereerit. '

Barth sald, “Successful trainees
become journcymen; they can be-
come masters, technlclans, fnstruc-
tors. The world is open to them.”
Germany's first astronaut studled
plumbing In a Baden Wurtember-
ghauptschule before advancing to
unlversity physles, she sald.

whether to take part In the dual sys-
tem. “They training more than they.
can employ,” she sald. “Tralnlng is
of Increasing importance for the eco-
nomic success of companies.”

With the tearing down of Europe-
an cconomic barrlers, she sald, a
hauptschule graduate can work in
France or any other country of
cholce. Hauptschule students must
study at Jeast one forelgn language;

students, Lwo

“TAXES IN America are lower
than any couniry In the world,” ob-
served Rep. Nate Jonker, D-Cllo, a
former teacher. .
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ELEGANT
COMFORTABLE LIVING
Innovative designs express
contemporary or traditional
styles. Our designers will
compliment your way of living
with the best in custom
cabinetry and quality service.

$300 ROSSIGNOL 37 cuassc_$189
$190 ROSSIGNOL STS .. $139
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FREE 2 FOR 1 LIFT TICKET

T0 SUGAR LOAF SKI AREA

DISCOVER
THE MOST EXCITING

WINTER OUTERWEAR
DEPARTMENTS IN MICHIGAN

307 orr

SELECTED NEW 1992 SKIWEAR STYLES
FOR MEN » WOMEN - CHILDREN

REIK
Since 1954
Royal Oak

4518 N. Woodward

Because It's Your Home...

» Kitchens & Baths

Royal Oak Rochester
549-2944 652-3500 ||

RKB

New Location!

ROCHESTER b
Kileliens & Baths =

315 Waters Street

- FULL-LINE FULL SERVICE SKI SHOPS

, * BLOOMFELD HILLS........ 2540 WOODWARD at Square Lake Road

= BIRMINGHAM. 101 TO D comor of Pierco.

* HOV o nrasssnsssamesnnness NOVI TOWN CENTER South of -96-Novi Rd... 347-3323
» FARMINGTON HILLS. 7847 ORCHARD LAKE RD. at 12 Milo,
* MT. CLEMENS..... 216 S. GRATIOT 1/2 mila Nonh of 16
+ SUGAR LOAF SKI AREA. 18 milos NW of Travarso City..

OPEN

. 107 E. FRONT ST. (Bay Sido Entranca) DAILY  10-9
SAT 10-5:30
+ DEARBORN HEIGHTS. SUN 12-5
Rt i Ay S0 oot ocsiag || * EAST LANSING..c..v.c..... 246 E. SAGINAW at Abbott, —
O $17scrmom. | = GRAND RAPIDS............... 2005 28th Stroet S.£. bot. Beeton & Kalamazoo. SN £
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+GROSSE POINTE WOODS: 19435 MACK AVE. just North of Moross 885-0300
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