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Raiders, Hawks
to decide 1991
WLAA grid title

'By' Dan O'Meara
stalf wilter

- Farmington HllLl Harrison mlgh( hnvc higger, stronger, faster football
‘ptayers, but North Farmington won't conu-dc anything more 2o easlly to the
‘undefeated Hawka.

- The crosstown rivals will mcel (or thc {irst time In flve years Saturday to
‘decide the Western Lakes A Kickoff Is 1
p-m. at North.

*. Harrison, 7-0 and rated Lhe top team in Michigan, will be n wtld favorite
o win Its fourth consecutive teague title, but the Raiders (6-1 and No, 7 In

Class A) plan to challenge the Hawks.
North lincbacker Mike Hamlll
ibes us.

© “It's not the’size of the dog in the fight,"
sald “It's the size of the flght in the dog. 1 think that deseri

2 North coach Jim O'Leary compares the situation (o that’ lnclng the ld-
‘ers in 1978 when Lhey upset top-ranked Blrmingham Brother Rice in)
“semifinals of the Class A playoifs.

B O’LBMW SAID the Ralders could Jeave the sprinkler system on all week
“and let the grass grow to alow the Hawks. He was klddIng, of course. Serious-
1y, he said North belleves It can win.

“Obvlously, we feel they're a super football team,” O'Leary sald, “but if
you play a good game agalnst them you've got a chance.

“We'l ll have to play a real emotional game, an almost perfect game to beat
them. We don't have the speed or size of a Jot of teams, but we have a lot of
heart."

*“It comes down to chatlenging our kids, It'a not embamlssing l» have
them beat yuu, but it's a great opportunlty for us, t0o.”

orth senlor Jon Sturtz, who plays upback and monsterback, echoed the
statement by Hamill, saylng emotlon will play a big role In overcoméng any
physlcal dludvnn!agu

"Mentally, we believe our leam wlll be up for the game,” he sald, “Every
single onc wlll be ready to play. That kind of atittude and wlll to win over-
comes a lot of physical abllity.

. "THEY'RE A good ballclub, and we think we have a good ballclub. We're
going to glve it our best effort, and the best ballclub will win.”

Harrlson coach John Herrington sald the Hawks are accustomed to oppo-
nents reaching an emotlonal peak when they play Harrison.

“Northville was really fired up and about sold the farm to beat us,” he
sald. .

“The only comparable score we have is (Plymouth) Salem and that's about
equal. We anticlpate a close game. I know North will play with a lot of
enthuslasm."
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SHARON LeMIEUX/statf photographor

Amani Plater looks for a way out of the crowd while being guarded by Lisa Derocher (50} and

Erin LzCosse (23).

Marlins claim league crown

8y Dan O'Meara
staff writer

gwﬂ%cuoss

Farmingion Hills Mercy regainced
the Cathollc League crown In girls
cross country Saturday and added

the Operation Friendshlp title Tues-

day.

It's the second league champlon-
ship In five years for the Marlins,
who have won four (Imes overall. It
marks the first time Mercy has won
the league and city titles, however.

“I'm pretty happy abaut that,"”
Mercy coach Gary Servais sald. "I'm
enjoylng the attitude of the kids.
They come every day to work and
run. We missed (hat Jast year.”

Mercy scored 33 points to caslly
"outdistance Dearborn Divine Chlld
(97) In the leaguc event, The next
three were Riverview Gabriel Rich-
ard (112}, Livonla Ladywood (121)
and BirmIngham Marian (168).

‘The Marlins had only two return-
ing runners this year, but Servais

country

managed to produce another cham-
pionshlp team In his fifth scason as
coach. g

SENIOR HEATHER Noll paced

the team in the league mect at

Park witha d-pl:
finish (20:18). Ladywood's Malln Dix-
on was the indlvldual winner.

The Marlins were bunched togeth-
er with junior Sharmila Prasad tak-
ing third (20:28),” sophomore Amy
Freund fourth (20:29), freshman Ei-
teen O‘Connell ninth (21:42) and sen-
lor Cara McDanagh 15th {22:29).

Tn non-scoring roles, Junior
Stephanic Johnson was 21st (22:49)
and sophomore Mary Thewu 23rd
{22:53).

SN JAGDFELO/ataft photographer

kﬂ; Wiljanen leaves a Rediord Union player in his wake Mon-

dey. See game story on Page 2B.
: i

“We had only two kids with expe-
ricnce, so It's a good accomplish-
ment for all of them,”-Servals sald.
“Prasad apd McDonagh are the only
ones who ran last year. For everyone
clse, it was like thelt freshman year
cross counlry They really worked
hard and progressed

The Marlins scored 55 polats to
win the Operation Friendshlp meet.
Redford was the top Public Schoot
League team with 114 polnts,

Prasad, Noll and Freund carned

- all-city honors by placing among the

top 15 runners. Prasad was second
(20:27), Noll sixth {21:20) and Freund
11th (21:47).

0'Connell finished 17th {22:19) and
Thewes 19th {22:21) to complete the
Mercy scoring. McDonagh was 21st
(22:47).

"WE'RE STARTING to come to-
gether, but we're going to need hig-
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Falcons
sidelined
in soccer

By Steve Kowalski
stalt writor

Dearborn  High, the Northwest
Suburban Leaguc Wys soccer cham-
pion, will know Saturday how much
that status means when the Pioneers
meet their greatest challenge —
Llvenia Stevenson.

The Pioneers made an  Inltial
statement Wednesday, beating West-
ern Lakes Actlvities Assoclation
member Farmington, 2-1, in a Class
A disiriet semlifinal game hosted by
the Falcons. Dearborn will host the
district final at 9 am. Saturday
agalnst Stevenson, co-champlons of
the WLAA and Obscrverland’s No. 2-
ranked team.

Dearborn  coach Jeff Newton
knows his team witl be a huge under-
dog against Spartans, who have won
several Class A titles,

Bul Wednesday's win over Farm-
Ington gave the Pioneers a confl-
dence boost and the Falcons' best
player, Mike Giese, made them feel
even better alterward when he gave

Falcons
fight off
city foe

By Dan O'Muu
stalf writor

Farmington coach Brian
Swinchart took a pair of calculated
risks [n the flnal seconds of Tues-
day's girls basketball game with
Farmlngton $ills Harrison.

Theugh the first didn't have the
desired result, the second did and the
Fafcons held on (o defeat vlsil!ng
Harrlson 43-40.

With his team leading by thal
score and golng to the free throw
line, Swinchart “thought about tak-
ing a Umeout to set up our defense™
but declded not to ice his shooter,

But the free throw didn't fall, and
Harrison had the ball with :07 re-’
matning. Heather Hopkins Allunpl-
ed a three-point shot with lwo sec-
onds left bul missed.

“I thought about fouling so they
couldn't get a three off, but better
Judgment prevailed,”
said.

THAT HARRISON even had a
chance to {orce an overtime was sur-
prising after the third quarter Farm-
Ington played.

Leading 24-17 at halitime, the
Falcons outscored Harrlson 12-8 and
:::be 13 polints entering the final pe-

Farmington guard Amani Plater
scored six of her eight polnts In the
third quarter, scoring three times at
the end of fast breaks. The Falcons
forced seven turnovers In that perd.
od, generally held Harrison to ‘oae
shot and ran a successful transition
offense.
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them all a vote of agalnst
rival Stevenson,
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