: Editor’s note: As the Nov. 5
“Farmington Hills City Council
-election draws near, the Observer
will be talking with the seven can-
didates'and lzlllmﬁiéu knots who
they are, what they think they.can
do for the city, ond how they
stand on issues, .

By Joanne Mallezewsk|
stall writer

A highlighter marker is Farming-
ten Hllls City Council Incumbent
Nancy Bates' constant companlon,

"It’s not good high polltical the-
ater. But I go to sltes (under discus-
slon). I study Issues. I see the Impact.
1 talk to citizens,” sald the two-year
. eouncilwoman, who trounced oppo-
nent Paul Sowerby, an appointed
councll member, by a 2-1 margin tn
he 1989 elty councll election.

Bates freely admits she doesn't
see the peed for bickering and hosti)-
ittes ~ a common characterlstic of
the eity council.

- “The objective [s to get the job
<7 - done. I'm not sure the job gets done

T by humiliating the city staff,” she

sald. "When T get vocal, It's when I
* - yote. T think it's tmportant to state
the Issues. I'm not sure the commu-
nlty is served by blckering. I belteve
things can be resolved with a Mitle
give and take."

Farmington Hils Clty Council

Bates says grandstanding is not
her style. “I'm not combatlve.” In-
stead, Bates, 59, says she prefers to
address the needs she notices In the
community or those nceds thal are
brought to her attention.

She credits hersell with belng the
force behind the cablecasting of
counci] meetings. 1 wrote a memo
and asked that the meetings be
cablecast.”

BATES SAYS she saw the need !or
board a

Incumbent stresses give, take,

. with a little give and

‘When 1 get vocal, it's
when i vote. I think it's
important to state the
issues, 'm not sure the
community is served
by bickering. 1 believe
things can be resolved

fake.”
— Nancy Bates
Council candidate

the

well as council ‘members, lo lurn
the propcr way of running publlc

p on
tary proceduro lollowcd

Currently, Bates is trying to get o

litigatlon ~ preventlon workshop
going. And she brought the councll’s
attention to the need for an ordl-
nance regulating or preventing va-
cant houscs,

“These are the things 3 do, but
they don't get to the front pages {of

), sald the

assistant to state Rep. Jan Dolan of -
Farmington Hills, who wlll not en-
dorse In this election.

Bates' elecllon to the council
wasn't her first venture jnto commu-
nity llfe. And she is no stranger (o
politics, In 1976-78, she served as the
organizing chair for the Commisslon
on Aglng. She also served on the
Farmington Arca Arts Commlssion,
1974-77.

She's also served as campalgn

Activities lend support

Actlvitics are contlnuing in the
L schools and g]
the community to bring awareness
{o drug and alcohol problems and to
- try and prevent future abuse.
The cvents focus on alt drug and
: alcohol abuse, although organizers
are focusing on alcohol and Its ef-
Tfects on the family for this year's
- Substance Abuse Awarencss Month
... which runs through October.
On Sunday, Oct. 27, Jon and Julie
.Anm: Willlamson will' be washlng
cars for free at thelr Orchard/12 car
. wash In Farminglon Hills, and wlil
also take donations from customers
or the parent anti-drug group,
Farmingion Familles in Actlon.

Some 30-38 volunteers from FFIA |

will be or hand to inform customers
about the anti-drug effort.

The Williamsons purchased the
car wash In 1984 and “turned it into
a very good business for ourselves,
our employees and for the communi-
ty,” said Jon Wllltamsan. They em-
ploy about 35 people, including a
aumber of young adults.

Also coming up thls weekend, Is
the YMCA Famlly Walk/Run on Sat-
urday, Oct. 26. Three different event
begins and enus at the YMCA at
Farmington Road and 12 Mlle. The
cost Is 33 per person or $5 per fami-

Y-

During October, several other
businesses gat Inta the antl-drug ef-
fort. The Little Professor book store

Kevin Carson,
a student at
Beahan Junior
High, parforms
for the camera
before the tap-
ing of rap con-
test winnera
‘begina. The
entries of win-
ning rap teams
trom area cle-
mentary
schools, mid-
dle schools
and funior high - .
schools were
taped ot TV-10
studios at
North Farm-
ington High
School as port
of this months’
anti-drug  ef-
foris,

in Farmlington donated 15 percent of
book purchases to FFIA from Oct. 9+
13, Domino's plzza donated 10 per-
cent of sales at their three Farming-
ton/Farmlington Hills area stores to
FFIA from Oct. 11-13, and Valvoline
donated $3 from each ofl change
done at it's business on Grand River

to anti-drug awareness

AND THE FAMILY

manager and campaign worker for

former state Rep. Sandy Brotherton,:

state Senate candidate Lee Cappock
in 1978 and most recently for Dolan.

Bates also is well-known for
ArtStart Pre-School. She was the
founder and awner untll she sold the
business to the three teachers she
hired for the program. "It was for
children to get 2 sense of them-
selves.”

THE MOTHER of three grown

Studenis [n grades four through
cight in the Farmington Public
Schools participated in a rap music
contest, and students throughout the
district have planted red tullp bulbs
on schoo] grounds,

‘Throughout the schools and com-
munlty, residents have been encour-
aged to wear red ribbons on thelr
clothing, and tie red ribbons on thelr

cars as an antl-drug message. Stu-
dents and staff members in the
schools are being encouraged to
wear red on Oct. 30 as a show of sup-
port in the effort.

At Oakland Community College —
Orchard Ridge Campus, the student
services department hosted a week
of events focusing on alcohol abuse,

Thn rap team from Eagle Elementary performs in front of the
camera. Pictured are (from feft) Allena Attisha, Melissa Dono-
van, Stephanic Gormley and Katherine Leik. -
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East Middle School students perform a skit
with an antl-drug message for students at Wii-
liam Grace Elementary. Called “The Up Side of
Down,” Chris Patros {center) plays “Ronnie”
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children says she brings a well-
rounded perspective to the city coun-
cil. “I have been a business owner,
I'm a mother and wife, I have con-
cern for senlors and my church s a
significant part of my life."

Her work In Lansing, Bates said,
adds to her work on the city counctl.
She's able to see what’s comlng down
the pipe that might clfect the city.

‘The same goes for her work as an
alternate delegate to the Southeast-
ern Michigan Council of Govern-
ments.

Right now, :hu excited about a
SEMCOG study,

not bickering

tax dollars and land. Another idea is
to have developers bulld the Infras-
tructure if they want to build on
open land far from roads and sewers
and other public services.

“It {urban sprawl) can stop here or

‘it can go to Novl, Bﬁ;hum and.on-—
- warﬂ"nld Bates,

LOOKING AHEAD, Bll-ﬁ sald
she sees that the city will continue to
be challenged with traffic problems.
It's important to ensure Improved
roads 3o trafilc cap move. But Bates
doesn't want to see roads in the city
turned into six-mile stretches of

called a regional development initla-
tive. It involves cooperative plan-
ning efforts between communities as
well as possible pooling of tax reve-
nue.

She's more excited about the re-
giona] planning aspect — as a means
to curtall urban sprawl — than she ls
about tax pooling. N

“We've got to plan regionally,”
Bates sald, SEMCOG has predicted
that within 10 years, there'll be a 40
percent increase in land usage (re-
gionally) by a 5-8 percent increase in
population, “That’s a Jot of land for a
few people. And they'll have to bulld
roads, sewers, water.”

The |dea, Bates said, Is for busl-
ness o go back to where the Infras-
tructure alrcady exists, That saves

him.

pa

Worrled about density, Bates said
the city will be confronted with the
land that remalns undeveloped. “We
have funny little pleces of property
Iefe. This is golag to have be done
(plannlng) on an individual basls.”

Bates says she expects lo spend
about $2,500, with a lot of it ber own
money. Mast donations are in the $35
range. She's alsa received two $100
donations,

And she’s aware of some copcern
abaut developer Influence with cam-
paign donations,

“I don't think developers are in-
berently evil. There have been some
abuses, but you have to be mindful of
undue influence. Citlzens have a lot
more lafluence and can put a lot
more pressure on you."

who discovers that he doesn’t need to glve into
the peer pressure of drugs and alcohol be-
cause he has many friends who will support
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Ask the Experts-at the Detroit Institute of Arts on
Expertising Day, Tuesday, October 29.
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