On Nov, 5, Oakland -voters will
ecide a ballot proposal to
inance the proposcd $500 million
-solid waste propram, the most cx-
“pensive project in county histery,
‘This i part of a continuing series
on the solid waste program and
‘the controversy it has generafed.

. }!y Judith Doner Berne
stall writer

- The Oakland Citizens League has
endorsed Oakland County’s solid
wau\e ballot propesal.

g wo hours of

tems proposed is a reasonable and

. practlcal solutlon.

“Although environmentatlsts are
decply concerned about the possiblli-
ty of loxic emissions from an Incln-
erator, the committee s of the opin-

fon that the proposed safeguards are |,

adequate.”’

THE CITIZENS LEAGUE appar-
ently was swayed by Ann Hobart,
spokeswoman for for the Oakland
County Department of Solid Waste.
She told the group that the proposed
plan la recycle, reuse and burn will

‘Monday nlght In a meetlng room of
the Bloomfield Township Library,
1he speclal ballot committce chalred
by George Stern of Blrmingham,
‘urged a yes vote on the Nov. 5 $500
milllon bond Issue.
: Thelr statement reads:
< “There Is a compelling need to
provide Oakland County with a long
range strategic plan to reduce the
escalating land fill requlrements of
handling solld waste.

“The county cannot afford (o wait
untll the year 2000, The comprehen-
slve solid waste management sys-

uce the volume of
materlal that musi be put Into tand-
fills, gencrally consldered the most
hazardous, costly method of dlspos-
Ing of trash.

‘The county plan is that 50 percent
of all commerclal, residential and
buslness trash wlll be recycled,
reused or composied. Forty-{ive per-
cent will be incinerated, with 5 per-
cent, Including ash generated by the
Incinerator, buried.

Hobart cited increased road-side
dumplng, the exportation of one-
third of the county's garbage fo
Washtenaw County — which may

191&

Oakland Counly
" Trash Plan Proposal

one day not welcome It — and the’

Increase In trash hauling prices as
reasons for acilng now, Another rea-
son, she said, is that costs to bulld
the Incinerator will also go up.

"The bill {Act 641) says we must
control our own trash, Qur goai Is to
be a net zero importer of garbage,"
she said.

However, if the measure passes
and Qakland County

ttes {MRF"s), she ackmwledxcd that
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from the Help Oakland Protect the
(B

“We would burn there
is not market for them.”
NEITHER SHE, hor Westinghouse

project manager John Lorinc, would
back down on the safety of the pro-
posed inclnerator, which, they say,
will be state of the nrt complete
with acid gas scruhben, the latest
mercury control devices and bag
houses,

“It will burn cleaner than coal,”
Hobarl sald. The energy, which Is al-
ready under contract to Edlson, s
enough to power about 60,000 homes,
m that sense the trash is being re-

’l’h‘ey will make every effort to
weed out hazardous waste, which

contlnue 1o be reluctant to sign on
(just 18 of 6) have agreed so far), It
is possible that the county could de-
cide to burn trash from elsewhere.
More likely, Hobart sald, is that a
smaller te-d rig

will require of and partici-
patien by residents. “Hazardous
waste will be collected up front. We
do not envision that to be voluntary.”

“You have overlooked or down-
played the risk" countcred Tara

will be built, -

And, if there is no market for the
recyelables coming out of the pro-
posed six mhateria) recovery faclll-

Gocl, a Hills resident

OPFE), which op-
poses the incinerator partion of the
trash plan,

She said the health risk assess-
ments which were done center on
adults and on cancer. "We're not just
talking about cancer. Children are
very overlooked,

*“The chlldren are the "canaries’ of
our society,” Goci sald, referring to
the birds they used to take down into
the mines to test the alr. If they dled,
the air wasn’t good.

“We don’t think the county Is ag-
gressive enough In recycllng and
reuse.”

SHERILY CLAIRE lnolhcr HOPE

Iﬂlb told the commmec “We got
Interested because it ts downwlind of
us, But emisslons float. And we stil]
will have landfills.”

Bettle Buss, of Troy, senlor re-
search assistant from the Clilzens

Cltlzens League urges yes vote on trash issue:

_ dents must pay

the neutral member of the parel. Sh
outlined the history and ma'or prem-
Lses of the soli< waste plan.

Although she later said she’ intend!
to vote [n favor of the proposal, one’
of her major concerns is funding. She
says tipplng fees - the amount resl-
to have their gar-;
bage “tipped” Into the incinerator, or.
MRF could go up - if elther enough’
communities don't participate ‘or
there ts no market {or the reeycl-
ables.

She alsa pointed cut that putting a
deposit fee on batterles - consldered
one of the major harardous house-
held waste items - could contro) that
part of the waste stream. “That's a
public policy Essue.”

The Oakland Citizens League is
the Oakland County affiliate of
Civic Scarchlight, a volunteer,
non-partisan, fact-finding cili-
zens organization dedicated to

Council of was
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.EMEAC opposes burning,

but won't refute ballot question

The East Michigan Envirenment
Action Council supports garbage re-
cycllng and reuse, and opposes incln-
crating trash.

But the Birmingham-based envi-
ronmental group s not taking a
stand on the $500 mlllion solld waste
proposal Oakland County voters will
conslder Nov. 5.

"What we're saying is that each
person really necds to make up his
or her mind, but we belicve there
needs to be a regional assessment of
capacity needs” for new waste dis-
posal facllitles, EMEAC exccutlve
director Libby Harris, She added the
Rroup would rather provide informa-

tion to voters than tell them how to
decide.

EMEAC opposes the licensing of a
new Inclnerator, pending the capaci-
ty study and additional research Into
environmental impact of Incinera-
tors. ‘It supparts the county’s solid
waste plan goal of recycling half the
county’s gargbage, Harris satd.

IN JUST OVER two weeks, voters
will consider a county ballot propos-
al ta sell $500 million in bonds to pay
for the constructlon of an Inclnerator
tn Auburn Hills, recycling programs
and a sanitary landfill. The incinera-
tor propesal has drawn flre from

many environmentalists.

‘The county produces 3,700 tons of
garbage per day, and Jandfill space
is disappearing. :

EMEAC put together a posltion -
paper in September supporting in-:
creased emphasls on reduction, :
reuse, recycllng and composting, and -
opposing “the permitting of new in--
cinerator capacity,” in the near fu- !
ture. .

Harris sald that Oaktand County
residents have made great progress |
in recycling and reducing their trash ;
output in recent years. Many com- .
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Oyster Perpetual Dalegnt®

S2H N Woodwand, Biemingham, MU

THE TIME HONORED CLASSICS.

See our exceptional display of Rolex watches.

Prices begin at $1,200.

GREEN STONES

CREATORS OF FINE JEXELEY

1+ Wocks North ol Maple

3130422650
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2600 N. WOODWARD
JUST SOUTH OF GQUARE LAKE AD.
FINE FURNITURE SINCE 1917,

Woodmark...The Most Comfortable Chairs
In The House. Now Your Choice...$399

We've chosen our 7 most popular
Wouodmark chairs (including 2 other
styles not pictured] and covered
atiful array of fabrics
and priced them well below nommal
prices. It's your chance to save on
amd add that special

1
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Of Bloomfield Hills

touch to a particulir room. Over 100
fabrics to choose from including
Morals, prints, damasks
the Litest fashion designs
All at just 8399 cach, But harry, sale
prices end October 31. .

Jacquards in
and colors.
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OPEN MON, THURS.. FAL ‘TIL 9 P.M.
TUES., WED.. SAT *TIL 5:30 P.M.
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SAVE 50% ON EVERY TURKISH RUG!
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Bessarabian Kilim 66" 10

Ann Arbor & Birmingham Sho“ rO0Mms 0111)
Sale Ends October 27!
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WORLD OF RUGS

Lo
PRI

ale $59
sale $199

- ale 299

sale $999

1
i
1
|
!
!
[BPRE SRS



