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Economy pares
extravagance
in new houses

By Mary Rodrique
“stalf writer

Paralleling the trend back to com-
“fort foods, today’s new house buyers
are craving things that recall an ear-
lier era — french doors, kitchen pan-
fries, oak flooring and glass block.

-dreamed of like rgpmy klu:hm: wllh
build-in appliznces and food prepa-
ration centers, In-sulte baths, home
offices and an emphasis on energy
efficiency (rom windows to fur-
naces.

...Add a weak economy and you
have a change in what buyera are
- pecking.

“A couple of years ago when the
economy was expandlng, young suc-
cessful people with good Incomes
were looking for glitz,” sald Willam

modet homes In the Quail Run devel-
opment in Plymouth Township. The
site will Include 74 homs and 5!
condominiums. Country Manor

priced at $289,000 with about 3, 000
square feet, )

COUNTRY MANOR'S decor, fur-

the big farm kitchen table and tutch
top cadinet to the area rugs scat-
tered over hardwood floors.

Spagnoll said buyers are going to
brighter, more colorful interiors.
“We're mixing earller features with
new colors,” he sald. "“The earth tone
era is over. Lots of bright natural
“color ia in.”

And the return to the traditional
applies to the house exterior as well
a3 seen In extra peaks, bay windows
and the use of copper and fieldstone.

. ‘Acouple of years ago when the
economy was expanding, young
success{ul people with good incomes
were looking for glitz. (Now) we're
looking at a more conservative buyer
who likes stylish trends, but not
excessive things, not wasted space.’

— William Spagnolt
builder, devsloper

AT LAUREL ESTATES, a new de-
velopment on Seven Mile, east of
Newburgh in Livonia, tradition is
also the trend.

"People today are not as extrava-
gant,” says Harry Wolfe of Pruden-
tial Realtors, “They want wherever
they place thelr money to be a safe
return. They're not as llluy. They're
very resale conselous.”

‘While Laure] Estates also borrows
heavily from the past, modern touch-
s Include a food preparation center
in the kitchen, bullt-ln appliances,
threecar garages and bathrooms
galore. The Embassy, a- four-bed-
room colonial, has 3% baths,

i
Rldge, a contemparnry develoymen( H
Lake . In

on Walnut utv
Bloomfleld. oo

"“Ilove the windows, the floor ;
plan, the high cetlings, the dramnk”
entry — that kind of feeling.” said |
Burkhardt, who was ironlng out de-!
talls Smxrdny with a sales repre“
sentative.

Another couple, retlrees who llve.
near Middlebelt and Maple, were]
gushing over the models — an Aspen !
chalet with angular geometric-
shaped rooms, and the Huntington,
dramatic home dressed in black and
white from the large tiled checker-
board foyer and kitchen to the bold.

Visit Heather Hills where lwum “Two and a half baths are minl-  black and glass stalrcase,

Spaznuli a Plymouth bullder and de-
veloper.

“It's like gasollne. When it's ex-
penslve, people will conserve. When
It's cheap, they'll use all Lhey can.”

‘Today, buyera are pulllng back a

it -
“We're Jooking at a more consery-

are priced in the $350,000 range, and
you'll find bullder James Bonadeo
has incorporated many of the same
warm features from natural wood -
flooring and lots of palnted wood
trim to french doors and dominant
staircases with heavy wood banis-

JIM JAGDFELD/stal? photographer

mal today in a two-story colonlal,” "
Wolfe 2ajd. “The old days of standing
in llne for the bathroom are pot
practical with today’s qulckly mov-
Ing lifestyle.”

Models at Laurel E«mm range
from 1,830 to 3,075 square feet,

“Most people really lke them,
sald Leslely Schnelder, sales rep:
senlatlvc for Ivanhoe Hunlley

oms

Woodlnnd Ridge wlll have 86 units:
of contemporary - and ~ traditional
houses when complete. Square foot-

;ulve l:uyer w!;o ll:hcja ;:ylls!: lren&l& unjl bullds traditional $179,900 to $245,900, age wlll be in the 2,995-3,325 range
ik Biof exceasive things, Ros wasio: “Jim bullds very traditional The Embassy model at Laurel Estates In Livonl I - and prices in the high $2003.
space,” Spagnoll said.. “You don't homes," said broker Patricia Neff. tion to bnyur! willing !.o 'p'u':; ”:5'98; n Livonla spells tradi BUYERS WITH thelr hearts set on Bn?l even with the dramatic con-

need a 20-foot by 20-foot epen loyu.
At least half of home buyers
are making a wise choice In the emv
ciency rating of furnaces.”

Spagnoli apoke while tending
Country Manor, one of a cluster of

“You'll see the 10-fool cellings, the
* crown molding, french doors, be-
veled glass, two fireplaces, We've
never go!t:n away from

The Heather Hills models offer an

example of the

'y 100k, the same
features nl the 308 are apparent

& more contemporary look may have
to look in Qakland County. That's
what Brenda Burkhardt did. The

The window

glass for ar
{ull walls.of windows arch near the
ceiling to present a dramatic soft

impact. The
Mary

Build kids’ self-esteem,
building consultant says

By Brisn Lysaght
statf writer

More than two decades later, Donald
Toceo remembers the disappolatment he
felt listening to the commencement
apeaker at his high school graduation.

. Tocco and his classmates were lold
that 95 percent of them would be either
dead or dependent on Social Security at
age 85,

1 found that to be very dishearten-
ing,” sald the 44-year-old Troy resldent
and businessman. Tocco described him-
self as an unmativated student, but when
he heard the dlsmaylng statistics he
vowed to retum to hls alma mater, War-
ren Lincoln High School, with a more
positive message,

He did In 1877, “It actually went over
qulle well, and I started doing other ad-
dresses at schools.” He's delivered
:hpecchu to thousands of students since

icn.

SAID E bullds scll-eskcm

Donald Tocco
motivating kids

economics with kids. He su'ma attrib-

by offerlng
view of ha- ta enrich lhtir lives and xm.-
ceed.

"I do it for kids because I know lhe.

only way they'll have the opportunity to
learn these things Is from someone out-
slde the educational system.”

Tocco Is pmldcnl ur D.L. Toeco and

an |
marketing firm. He started the company
two years alter completing a Dale Car-
negle leadership class.

‘Young people are more receptive than
adults (o Tocco’s message, he sald,
though he makes presentations for eor-
porations as well.

“Adults have got too many reasons

why they think motlvation will not work  plished them. steady despite the economie climats Hove 1 N

for them. Klds haven't experienced the ® Have falth: Have f in ,,’.’ y I‘)’u eight mploee n':: elhx ““hh“"/a,

fallures,” he said, yoursell and whatever higher power you cities, and has had collective sales of becanse immh,,a f
Tocco, who sald businesses need to get - believe in. about $750 mlllion since he started it In s

more involved with schools, doesn't talk

utes like resour
persistence and plnnning }(e saigd he
wants kids to feel good about them-
selves. He suggests they start the day
with a pep tatk.

SOME OTHER Tocco thoughts and
suggestlons:

¢ . A smile gets you further than a
row:

- Klndlc a burning deslre: Achievers
must be willlng to face and overcome
obstacles.

® Set specific goals: All great
achievers had specllic, reflned goals and
a time frame within which they accom-

quit. Search and work unti! you uncover
every epportunity.

® Take courageous actlon: The best
way to overcome inertla Is to move
sieadily forward to a bold and adventur-
ous goal. Act with confidence and kind-
ness.

IN 1987 he developed his Youth En-
richment Program almed at fourth
graders, The age group [a at an import-
ant stage In development of self-esteem,
Tocco sald. He dellvers the program one
hour per week for six weeks.

“He’'s & dramatic person and you can’ 't
help but get enthuslastic when you're in
the room with him,” sald Carolyn Plsek,
principal of Farmington’s Kenbrook Ele-
menta

The Kenbrook children loved the pro-
gram when Tocco presented It last year,
she said. “It was especlally great for the
boys. It was a male role model who told
about how he got motivated.”

He's also done programs at Birming-
ham's Greentleld and Blngham Farms

- elemmurl- and Troy's Morse Elemen-

La:l week he organized a oneday pro-
gram for children from seven Detroit.
area schools featuring several motlva-
tional speakers for children from seven
schools. The forum was sponsored by
General Motors' Electronlc Data Sys-
temns divislon.

Tocco talks to schools for free, taking
time from his company to do so. He de-
scribes the letters he gets from young-
sters as “better than any paycheck.”

D.L. Tocco and Associates Inc. speclal-
Izes In developing Industrial construction
companics, a business he said remalns

® Be persistent: Resist the urge to

1974, he said.

Residential building drops

(AP) — Construction of new houses
and apartments plunged 2.2 percent in
September, helghtening concerns that
the economy [s In for a second dose of
recesslon.

The Commerce Department said Fri-
day that housing starts totaled a season-
ally adjusted annual rate of 1.03 mil-
Lon. That was down from 1.06 mlllion
unlis in August and broke the first five-
moath siring of gains In 11 years,

The report followed other govern-
ment statistlcs showlng flat Industrial
production; falling exports, formerly a

source of economic strength; and weak
:pmdln( by consumers, who account for

1

two-thirds of the nation’s economlic ac-
tivity.

"I reaily think it's panic-button time,”
said David F. Selders, chie! cconomist
for the Natlonal Association of Home
Bullders,

Daryl Delano of Cahners Economlcs,
a Newton, Mass., forecasting service,
called the latest report “worrisome,”
and sald “the economy could stall out
and glve us the classic double-dip.”

But he said he did not believe the
economny would fall back into recession,
“I think the economy ls idling now and
will move forward eventually,” he sald.

ALL REGIONS of the country except

for the South experienced a decline in
housing starts last month, and the South
fatled to recoup Its foss of a month car-
ller,

Revislons in the report also showed
the level of new constructlon nationally
in July and August lower Lhan first esti-
mated.

Selders sajd the latest Home Builders’
survey suggests housing starts may be
down In October as well.

“Everylhlng deteriorated,” he sald.
"Sales actlvity, buyer traffic and bulld-
era’ own expectations of future sales ac-
tvity alt eroded,”

Pleass tum 10 Page 2

treatments by Troy Interior designer
Ok allow mazimum lght but
lend an artful feellng to the room.

large kitchens wlith bullt-ins, flrsf

floor laundry rooms, Impact window

walls and numerous bathrooms,
Grandma would be envious,

Novl woman, with husband and two
preschoolers In tow, is hoping for a
January move-in date at Weodland

1992 Homearama sites set |

The Homnnmn Committee of me Buﬂdm As-  Joacobson and Mlichael Chireo.
® Detroft — Dickerson between Jefferson and
three lltu for the 1992 Hnmurlmn program. the Detroit River. Date s June 3. Dev:loperlsu:e
They are: city of Detrolt.
# Sterllng Heights — Ryan Road at 19 Mile.
® Oakland Township — Gunn Road west of RO~ paje |5 Sept. 3. Developers are Dominic Mocer!
chester Road. Date Is May 8. Developers are Scott  gn4 John Carlo. . .
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WAYNE OAKLAND ROCHESTER
644-1070 852-3222

F 591-0900

WHY Is STONEBRIDGE Sucti A HUGE Succliss ?
Ask The Experts!

I “The best thing about Stonetwidpe &5
all the neat things uy can do when
we're hanging oug wgethey.
Everything is su close by, 1t°s pust
l a really cool place to fiee,”

"The Gang" ut Stoncbridge

sidewalks,

Mom ne,
T
™ Rt 4y .
worry about me plasing oug i

r. ve Toully got s

the stree! (ln\Ji‘

made her? at St
“Viove my hig bedroom.

1 really hike my new school
in West Bloomfield, tou,
You knene, Stonebridge is
a great place 1 live.”

SHTONERRITQT

Stngle Family Homes
WEST BLOOMFIELD
Priced From $279.000
661-6054

South off Muple between Farmington and Drake K.

- Hours: 12.5 daily - Or By Appoiniment
- Anather Finc Community by Nosan;Coben Assoclates & The \'lt\ll\r Group
Devorated by Goman's Wicrmte

-
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