Archltects debate usefulness of ‘best’ lists

By Doug Funke
stalf writer

500 projects, was named by 99 per-
cent of the respondenta. His revolu-

If you want to start a good discus-
slon among architects, just ask who
is the greatest American archltect of

.all time, the most (nfluentlal lUving
American architect and the best ex-
ample‘'af American architecture,

The American Institute of Archl-’
tects, a professional assoclatlon, sur-
veyed some B0O members last sum-
mer and came up with some Inter-
csting results,

The top three indlviduals in the
greatest ever category were Frank
Lloyd Wright (1869-1959), Louls Hen-
rl Sullivan (1856-1924) and Henry
Hobson Richardson (1838-1886).

Wright, who designed more than

tlonary work, Falling:
ter In western Pcnmylvnnh headed
the list of all-time American best
works.

The Univen\ly of Virginia, de-
signed-In 1826 by Thomas Jefferson,
placed second in that category and
the Chrysler Building in New York
Clty, designed in 1929 by Willam
van Alen, was third.

Teoh Ming (1.M.) Pei, born in 1917,
was chosen as the most Influentlat
living Amerlcan architect. He also
placed eighth on the all-time list.

- PEI'S WORKS Include the East
Wln; of the National Gallery of Art
In Washington, D.C. — which was
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10th on the all-time lst — expansion
and modetnizatlon of the Louvre
Museum tn Paris and the Bank of
China Tower in Hong Kong.

Robert Ventur and Charles Moore
were rated the second and third

“most influentlal living architects.
* Venturt authored a-book

, "Complexi-
ty and Contradiction in Architec.
ture, consldered ta be a standard
{or the profession.

Erick Carne, a Plymouth architect
who has pracilced for nearly 40
years, agrees with the rankings of

. Wright and Fallingwater. He consld-

ers John Portman of Atlanta as {he
greatest living architect.

“He has had a great Influence on
American cityscape,”- Carne sald.
“He designed a fabulous house, a
contemporary house, probably in the
wrong spot among colenials, on Sea
Island, Ga.”

Portman also deslgned Detroit’s
Renaissance Center.

"Great architecture meets the
nceds of the mass of people and in-
fluences people,” Carne sald, "It

brings them shelter, grace and de- -

light and takes them out of the shell
of their mundane lives. It lels them
sce some arl, some excitement,
some awe.” .

TOP 10 LISTS probably aren't re-
ally fair, Carne agreed, but they do
scrve a purpose in getting people to
think about arthitecture.

"There may be a parks shelter in
Wyoming that's wonderful for its
purpose and a skyscraper in New
York that’s wonderful for Its pur-
pose. It's hard to mateh them up,”
Carne sald.

Francis Barilett, a Rochester ar-
chitect In practice since 1962,
doesn't tike the Jdea of rankings. He
also believes that the American In-
stitute of Architects has bogged
down In management detall in re-
cent years rather than focusing on
deslgn.

“LM. Pel Is a business man. He
doesn’t work over a drawlng board
with his sleeves up, He used to,”
Bartlett said. “In my eplnlon, Fay
Jones of Fayettevllle, Ark., Is right
at the top of the list as one of the top
Buys in the sonse that he gets down
and designs every nut and bolt of a
job. He's a total master architect
who brings it all together.”

Jones ranked eighth on the AIA
list of living architects.

DESIGN THAT influences archi-
tects js different from design that in-
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‘Great architecture meets the needs of
the mass of people and infliences .

people.’

—= Erick Carne
Plymouth architect

fluences people In general, Bartlett

said. “Many more small jobs done by _

archliects, take a small house on the
carner, have influence on people, It's
like being ex| to good musle.”

Bartlett admlres Wright because
Wright expressed the idea that dy-
namic use of space is the key to
great architecture.

“Most architects today only think
of the exterior, ‘facade,” Bartlett
said. “What [ try to do is work real
hard on this form, shape, space, en-
vironment to make people happy
{but) not in terms of fashlon. I want
people to see my bulldings. 100-200
years from now and say, 'This Is a
classle little beauty.” ** -

Robert Ziegelman, a Birmingham
architect and presldent-elect of the
Detreit chapter of the ATA, didn't
participate in the survey, but ideati-

fied Wright and Pel as his cholces |

for best all-time and living archi-
tects.

“Part of it is they're lnnwnllvc
and . their Innovation is timeleas,”
Ziegelman said. “it's not faddlsh or
stylish. They didn't deal in cliches”

Innovation is only one aspect of .
great architecture, Ziegelman sald.

JLTREAN

“It also accomplishes the ordi- ™

nary. It kecps the elements out,
works for whatever function you

worked for. It didn't make the owner -

go broke. People are invigorated by
being pear it, close to [t. Architec
ture ultimately is for people who use
I."

A great work accomplhhu the or-
dinary and goes beyond innovation,
Ziegelman added. “It enhances for
generations.”
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