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Proposed school attendance policy under fire

By Tim Richard
siatl writer

High schoel athletes, muslcians
and debaters would have to show up
for 90 percent of their classes under
a leglsiatlve bill in Lansing.

But House Bill $133 is in trouble In
the House Educatlon Commitice,

“The Michigan High School Athlet-
ic Assoclation has problems with the
bil)," lobbyist Rubert VanderLaan
told the pane) last week,

“We agree with its goal. We agree
{hat attenidance is important. But we
disagree with the procudure,” he 1014
the pane! chaired by Rep. Willlam
Keith, D-Garden City.

"TIE ASSOCIATION would have
to enforee the rules. We don't want
to do thay,” said VanderLaar, u for-
mer Senate Republican leader.

“MIISAA is a private organization.
We get no state funding. We're like
the NCAA (Nationa Cellegiate Ath-

tetle Associatlon.

“Our rule Is that the student must
be passing four subjects. Indlvidual
schools adopt thelr own rules {on at-
tendance). Some say the student
must attend (classes) the day of a
game.

“Qur fear is that the state will be-
come managers of the system,” Van-
derLaan said, citing legislatlve ef-
forts to prohibit teams from playlng
in big commercial arenas like the
Palace and the Silverdome and to
contro) stariing times.

“Athlctics are an easy target for
legislators, Our organlzation opposes
the imposition of statewlde rules.”

“WE'RE GETTING some no
voltes," said Keith, who won't put the

measure {0 a vote untll this week at |

he carliest.

“1 don't understand the (bill’s} em-
phasis on attendance,” said Rep. Ken
Sikkema, R-Grand Rapids.

“Students ought to know what's re-

quired of them,” replied the spensor,
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— Robert Vandertaan
MHSAA Iobbyist

SOME, LIKE Rep. Wllilam
Bryanl, R-Grosse Pointe, didn't
Aagree that atlendance was so im-
portant.

“l learncd more {during high
scheol} in internatlona) badminion
tournaments than sitting in-class,”
Bryunt said. .

Exchange sludents from  other

. counlries muy have trouble procur.”

ch Joe Young Jr., D-Detroit. *'1 as

students are employable. Besides ac-

will want emp!
\hcre on time or my machlncry
doesn’t function.”

ademic ac . the standards
include good attendance and abidity
to work with others,

LET THE LENMC A Putse

Backed by the Super Flame.
Furnoe o anty whizh

CALL TODAY FOR VFRIL
ENCITOMELSLINGNV LD,

LENNOX

DETROIT

Fuinoc e add gwet comfert and
energy savings 10 your home

mehuden tiver yoeze baea Parts
and Labet meakes o en
nreTsianio Huy!

FURNACE COMPANY SINCE 1949

27-1700 574-1070 524-1700 427-1700

WARREN TROY LIVONIA

and November 3, 1991, Select

At the shaw you can register
given away houly.
v

1200t miss this oppostuniiy

Chur

Phone orders accepted

Sunday November 3, 1991
1 to 4:30 pm

at
Churchills in the Twelve Quks Mall
Novi, Michigan

David will sign all cottages purchased at the show, fwo of your
favorite eottages from home, and any purcha

CORAZE YOu want.

All pre-show and show
it have a Lilliput Line sbow sticker on them,

appearance by David Tate in 1991,

CALL 1-800-388-1141

chills

Meet
David J. Tate,
M.B.E.

Founder and Master Sculptor
ot Liltiput Lane, England's
Finest Cottage Collectible.

ed hetween now
varly 1o make sure you get the

coltage to be
iy purchases

o win a FREE

‘This is the only Michigan

Free Shipping

Young added, “Those who gradu-
ate hardly have the abitity to read
and write. There are some motiva.
tiona) problems.”

The Detroit Compact, a creatlon
of the Greater Detroit Chamber of
Commerce, has helped Detroit
schools develop standards to assure
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Michigan Federation of Tcac)-m.
scecond largest faculty union, . 5up
ports the bill.

“Parents are split,” said _Rep
Claude Trim, R-Waterford, citing
the high divorce rate and the tenden-
¢y of some students to spend time
with cach in different states

" “I'm always hestant about tread-

ing on the toes of toca) schoals,” sdld

Hep. Susan Munsell, R-Howell. “An
d

suid Bryant, “We should

not seport out this bil).”
Lubbyist Elcanor Dillen said the
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here’s still a tear
on Sara’s cheek

Sara’s teenage brother 1s drinking
and smoking pot.

Ever since she could walk he has
taken her trick-ar-treating. This year
she tagoed along with a friend
because her brother broke his
promise on 1his special night,
“Doesn’t he like me anymaore,
wonders.

“she

It your teen is in trouble with
chermicals, get help now. Bring him,
or her, back into the tamily circle.
Call Maplegrove for an evaluaton.
Qur outpatient and residential
programs have helped close 1o
1,000 teens begin thew recovery
{rom alcohol or other drug addiction
We have just added day treatment to |
our program oplions. :
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