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Mercury, other heavy metals cause concern

__0n Nov, 5, Ockland voters will de-

“cide a ballot proposal to finance
the proposed $500 million solid
waste program, the most expen-
sive in county history. This is part -
of ‘a continuing series on the solid *
waste am._gnd the. contro-
versy it has generated.

By Pat Murphy
stoff wrller

l: discuss potential
hulth hnnrd.l linked to the pro-
posed Auburn HILS Inclnerator, talk
quickly turns to mercury — the
heavy metal that can cause birth de-
fects and brain damage.

Understandably. The operating

rmit  pro for the Auburmn
Hills incinerator — comerstone of
Oakland's proposed solid waste pro-
gram — allows It to spew as much
as Iwo tons of heavy metals, Includ-
Ing mercury, into the atmosphere
cach year it operates at or near ca-
pacity.

Clean Water Actlon (CWA) is the
most recent organtzatlon to raisc the
issue of mercury pollution. Last
weck weck the Lansing-based envi-
ronmental group calied for a ban on
all new [nclnerators in Mlchigan, in-
cluding the one proposed for Oak-
land County, untll laws are enacted
10 require that materials contalning

.mercury be separated from the
waste stream.

THE ORGANIZATION also called
{or a lcgislative llmitation on the
mercury content of baiteries and
measures Lo limlt airborne mercury
contamination crossing state nnd
provinelal lines.

But CWA also made a

o

that irks Oakland officlals who sup-
port the Auburn Hitls incl In

er from. Watcrford Township before
become 3pok for -

a press release summarizing an 11-
page report on mercury pollution in
Michigan, CWA suggested Oakland
offlclals may be less concerned
about mercury contamination than
state ofticials.

“An internal DNR memo says the
actual impact of mercury released
from the {proposed) inclnerator (on)
Lower Trout Lake may be much
higher than projected by the Coun-
1y,"” the release stated, Lower Trout
Lake Is an Qakland County lake
where mercury levels In fish are re-
portedly at or above recommended
levels,

Local officlals, including Roger
Smith and Ann Hobart, deputy direc-
tor and public informatlon speclal-
ist, respectively, for the county's de-
partment of solid wasle manage-
men{, take umbrage at that
statement and others [lke it.

“THEY IMPLY that DNR offi-
clals are more concerned than we
are,” sajd Hobart. “That's not true.
We're environmentallsts too.”

Hobart was a county commission-

the trash pron’am
“I've been recycling for years,”
Hobart safd. “I took this job to pro-
mote a good solid waste program.
“We trust that most of the mem-
,bers of Clean Water Actlon and other

. “environmental groups are sincere,”

she sald,

“Even within the DNR, there are
people who support, and oppose, in-
cineration. But they’re sincere. . . I
Just wL!h mcy {CWA) would glve us
the sa

Smllh :on:cdu that county and
DNR offlcials disagree regularly
about the extent and effect of mer-
cury contaminatlon as well as other
things. “But they're all legitimate
difterences of oplnlon,” he empha-
slzed,

PART OF the dlspute on mercury,
Smith sald, stems from the fact that
few agencles agree on what Is con-
sldered safe or aceeptable levels of
mercury contamination, Further-
more, as soon as standards start to
¢émerge, “they're changed,” he sald,
“We used to talk In terms of parts

per mitllon. Now it's parts per bil-
tion.”

Smith doesn't object to more
stringent standards. “Dut a moving

target makes it difflcult to make toa

valid com; ns."

That shouldn't matter, accordin,

&
_to antl-inclneration critles like Paul

H. Conoett, a natfonally known ex-
pert who spoke out against Oak-
land’s Inclnerators In Auburn Hills
and Madison Hejghts, He's an associ-
ate professor of chemlsiry at St
Lawrence University In New York
but has particlpated In numerous in-
ternational conferences on trash and
waste disposal,

Connett has also been a consultant
to a number of governmental agen-
cles, including the Province of On-
tarlo where eartler this year offi-
clals {mposed a ban on new Incinera-
tors.

“THERE IS no safc level for mer-
cury,” Connett told Oakland resi-
dents -last fall. "Any science that
says !n:inualan are safe is bad sci-
ence.”

As an example of out-of-conirol
contamination, Connett ang other In-
clneration foes point to places like
southeast Florlda whetre mercury is
polluting the Everglades.

State offlcials cautlon against eat-
ing jish from the Everglades and say
excessive levels of mercury have
been found in alligators and other

animals. A 4-year-old panther s be-
lleved (o have dled from mercury
contamination after losing much of
its abllity to walk or sec, according
spokesman from the US, Fish
and Wildlife Service.

Florida officials belleve the air-
borne mercury comes {ram garbage
incinerators, coal or gasfired power
plants and the sugarcane industry.

But comparisons between Inclner-
ators in Florida and other states and
the one proposed In Auburn Hills Is
unfair, according Lo Roger Smith,
who was director of public services
in Southfleld before becomlng depu-
ty director of Lhe county's solld
waste management, Other incinera-
tors simply aren't In the same cate-
gory as others, he said.

TO COMPARE Qakland’s Incin-
erator with those in Florida, or De-
trolt, is like comparing the emlssions
of a 1992 automoblle — equip)
with catalytic converier and olher
emission-control to

mercury and other heavy metals?

“To begin with, heavy melals
from our incinerator will be ln the
form of a gas spread out over o
year," Smith said. “Emissions will
be in tiny partlcles (mlcrograms).” A
microgram Is the equivalent of one-
one milllonth of a gram. -

More important, Smith said, those
emisslon levels are a worst-case
scenarlo. Actual emlisslons won't
come close to that level, he said.

EMISSIONS WILL be 99.7 percent
clear, Smith said, with state offlelals
(the regional DNR offlce in Llvonla)
monitoring output Instantaneously.

Bul that's just the beginning,
Smith emphasized. Qakland’s system
may be able to ellminate virtually
every chance of mereury contamina-
tion by {iltering sources of the haz-
ardous material out of the waste
stream.

A report submitted to the Office of
Solid Waste of the U.S. Environmen-

those of a 1965 gas guu.lcr

“There’s Just no comparison,”
Smith sald. “Our incinerator will
have bag houses, scrubbers and
other mercury controls those others
don't have.”

Why then, does the operating per-
mit for Oakland's Incinerator speclfly
that the Asburn Hills facility is al)-
lowed to emit up to 4,000 pounds of

tal Proteclion Agency says that most
mercury ln munlcipal waste streams
comes from household batteries,
eleciric  lighting, thermometers,
thermostats, paint plgments, dental
offices, light switches and film pack
batterles.

Separate these from the waste
stream, says the report, and com-
munities can virtually elimlnate as a
major concern.

Campaign to inform voters costs $47,000; draws criticism

By Pat Murphy
stalf writor

The committee promoting the
county’s solid waste program al-
ready has spent more than $47,000 to
sway voters.

Most of the money came from the
Westinghouse Electric  Corp., ac-
cording to statements filed Friday
with the Elcetlon Dlvision of the
Oakland County Clerk’s Office.

* Westinghouse has a contract to
bulld a $180 milllon waste-to-energy
inclnerator, the cornerstone of the
county's solld waste program, In Au-
buen Hills,

ON NOV, 5, Oakland residents will
vote on a proposal to finance the
waste program with county-guaran-
leed bonds, The preprimary state-
ments [lled Friday disclosed contri-
butions and expenditures for the
Commitice for Responsible Solid
Waste Management through Oct. 21.

“The commitice was formed be-
cause there was so much misinfor-
matlon (about the waste plan),” sald
County Commissloner Roy Rewold,

who Is also the major spokesman for
the committee. “We wanted to sct
the record straight and give voters
the facts, not unsubstantiated
charges."

There s evidence, however, that
ciforis by the committec may have
an opposlie effcct.

Also on Friday, for example, the
East Michlgan Environmental Ac-
tion Council issued a press release
urging voters to vote no on the up-
coming bond proposal.

THAT'S A departure from the
group's usual course of action prior
to an clection, sald the organization’s
director, Elizabeth Harrls, "Usually
we Just take a positlon. But this
time, we adopted a ‘vote no' posi-
tlon.”

The departure was necessary,
Harris sald, “because EMEAC's po-
sition on the solid waste bond Lssue
was misrepresented §n a brochure
put out hy a group supperting the 1n
cinerator.”

That group is the Committec for
Responsible Solid Waste Manage-
ment, which orlginally listed

EMEAC as a supporter of the solid
waste program.

EMEAC was more supportive of
the waste program previously, said
Harrls. But In the organl-

drew critlcism from a Southfield
resident Friday. Artie Fields, an ad
hoc spokesman for the Southfield
Home Owners Coalitlon, sald his or-

zation re-evaluated its  positlon.
EMEAC favors waste reductlon,
reuse and recycling and opposes con-
struction of Incinerators.
for a new Incinera-

tor has not been shown," sald Harrls,

Steve Mitchell, a consultant hired
by Westinghouse for the commlttee,
said he takes responsibllity for any
error, There was some confusion inl-
tially, but EMEAC did not support
the waste program, he said. “I apolo-
gize for any misinformatlon.”

Mitchell Is president of Mitchell

Research and Communlcatlons Inc.

in East Lansing and treasurer for
the commlttee for responsible solid
waste management. He is also the
husband of Suzan Singer, county pub-
llc informatlon officer for Executive
Danle! T. Murphy. Singer and Mitch-

upset about what it
considers as “the misleading nature”
of brochures and other literature.
“The brochures show kids and em-
phasize the future,” sald Fields, a
former school board member. “You
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have to look twice to flnd any men-
tion about the incincrator. And
there’s no mentlon of Westinghouse.”

Fields said his coalltion, which In-
cludes 30 subdlvisions, has not taken
a position for or against the bond
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propesal. But It Is concerned about
the public Information campaign, he
said.

o ————

A Get Awa—y !
That’s Not Far Away 1

‘ LAPEER INN |

L_co7:044s _] i

Subfect to Availability, Call:

cll were marrled in
CRITICISM OF the committec's
pubile information campaign also

CITY FOR YOUTH

A CHANNEL 56 COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP FOR GREATER DETROIT

IT'S TIME TO MAKE A CHANGE

Gel involved in this new

There are young people in
your neighborhood who

program of action to confront

desperoielg/
have to of
can put

kids an

need what you
City For Youth

ou in touch with these

others who care.

the crisis among our youth. If

ou would like to help Detroit
Lecome a CITY FOR YOUTH,
call 1-800-884-CITY.

A TIME TO ACT

Tuesday, October 29, 7:30 p.m,

Positive ideas turn to oction as Channel 56 presents a City For Youth Summit
Meeting. Find out how you can participate as motivalional speaker Les Brown
hosts this special simulcast on Delroit TV stations.
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