Debate on suicide flares

By Pat Murphy
statl wrlter

‘The heated debate over physician
assisted suleides will lkely continue
this week — a3 indlcated by sharp
accusations exchanged . Friday:- by-
lawyers on both sides of the issue,

Lawyers for Dr. Jack Kevorkian
accused the Oakland Counly pro-
secutor and a state senalor of wag-
ing an uncthlcal “persecution” of
thelr clicnl. lhe so-called “Doctor of
Death.”

‘They think it (assisted
suicide) is a sin, when
in fact there is no law
against it.’

— Geoflrey Fieger,
tawyer for 'Doctor Death'

friends of the sulclde victlms —.

since then.
Thc husband of Mrs. Wantz attend-

The s office
by uyl.ng one of Kevorklan's law-
yers — Geolfrey Fieger of West
Bloomtietd ~ of telling half truths
and, In effect, clouding the investiga-
Uon.

"You cap't believe anything he
says,” said Oakland County Asslstant
Prosecutor Michae! Modelskl, refer-
ring 1o Fieger who along with Ml-
chael A, Schwariz represents Kevor-

tan,

The sngry allegailons were ex-
changed less than 48 hours after
Kevorkian called the Oakland Coun-
ty Sherlff's offlce to report that two
women had commilted sulcide in a
cabin rented In the Bald Mountaln
recreation area In Oakland Town.
ship.

Marjorie Wantz, 58, of Sodus, Ml.,
and Sherry Miller, 44, of Roseville,
were dead commltted auiclde in a
rented cabin in the Bald Mountain
recreatlon arca. Both were hooked
to “some kind of contraptlon,” Capt.
Glenn Watson of the sheri{i’s depart-
ment.

Fleger and the Oakland prosccu-
tor's offlce have exchanged heated
words before, That was last year af-
ter flrst ‘- degree' murder charges
were filed agalnst Kevorkian after
he helped Janet Adkins of Portland,
Or., take her own life.

A district judge in Clarkston dis-
missed those charges, saying there Is
no law In Mlichigan agatnst physi-
clans, ‘or anybody else, asslsllng
someone commilt suleide.

The death of Adklns, who suffered
{rom advanced Alzhclmer’s discase,
kicked off a national debate over as-
slsted sulcldes — a controversy that
is belng rekindled by the deaths of
Wantz and Miller. =~ -

Fleger and Schwartr called a
press conference Friday In (heir
Southfield offlce to publicly com-
plain about what happened to their
cllent — as well as relatives and-

but on the advice
of Flcger rcl’md to answer qucs-
tions.

Fleger also tock'a shot at State
Sen. Fred Dilllngham, R-Fowler-
ville, for comments about Kevorkl-
an,

Dlllingham, who has introduced
leglslation that would make asslsting
a suiclde a fclony, was quoted on
television and in newspapers as say-
Ing he wanted “to punch his (Kevor-
klan's) lights out” for his rele In
deaths of the two women.

Dillingham also asked state au-
thorlites to conslder revoking Kevor-
xlan's medical llcense. Kevorkian,
62, is a retired pathologist who re-
sides in Royal Oak.

F(cger chnmcurhcd both Thomp-
son and D!

The lawyers were
angry al comments Modelski made
to reporters about an alleged “lack
of cooperation” on the part of

. Kevorklan and others at the remote

cabin when sherlfi's deputles ar-
rived.

Modelsk! told reporters the inves-
tlgatlon Into 1he deaths of Wantz and
Miller would take as long as slx
wecks. |

“We really don’t know what when
on in that cabin,” Modelskl told re-
porters Thursday. “Kevorklan (and
others) will not give any statements
and that will ccmpllcalc and prolong
the Investigation.”

Fleger and Schwartz denled that
Kevorkian or othérs were “uncoo-
perative." Indeed, sald Schwartz,
they ‘were far more helpful to tnves-
tigators than was necessary since
none were under arrest and the ab-
sence of criminal charges.

“We walted around for three hours
{well past midnight),” sald Schwartz.
“And they (Kevorkian and others)
voluntarily gave up keys to their
cars.”

Their cllents did not make state-
ments directly to investigators, the
lawyers sald, choosing instead — on
the attorneys® advice — to speak
through their lawyers.

“That Is a custemary practice,”
insisted Fleger. “People have a right
to speak through thelr attorneys, but
that's not belng uncooperative.”

Furthermore, said the lawyer,
Modelski further portrayed thelr cli-
ents in a bad Jight by saying the in-
vestigation would take up to six
weeks because of thelr lack of coop-
cratlon, “Thot Investigation will
take that long because of the tests
involved,” Fleger sald, referring to
the autopsy reports and toxology re-
ports.

tves of a fringe group (rwll-to-li!c
advocates)” who substltute thelr per-
sonal moral views In the absence of
appropriate laws,

“They think It {assisted suiclde) Is
a sin," sald Fleger. “When in fact
there Is no law against It.”

Modelski did not comment about
the motlves Fieger ascribed to
‘Thompson and Dillingham. He said,
however, that Fieger and Schwartz
had not complied with normal proce-
dures when they spoke on behalf of
their clients.

It would have been one thing if
Fieger sald he was giving an aceount
of what happened based on state-
ments from hls client, Modelski said.
“But he 8lén't.

"Fleger {and Schwartz) simply
gave us an account of what they be-
lieve happened,” he said. “But they
weren't even present when It hap-

When Kevorkian and others de-
clined to talk with Investigators,
Modelski satd, police had no choice
but to seize every blt of evidence at
the scene.

“You can never tell what will be
important,” he said. “'So police con-
tiscated everythlng. It's like a jlgsaw
puzzle, and you can never tell what
plece is important.”

Fieger had complained that depu-
ties went too far In cenfiscating
ltems found in the cars and in the
cabln where the two women died.
Deputies took check books, a persan-
al journal and ltems belonglng elther
to the two women or thelr fricnds or
relatives, he sald, “They cven confis-
cated a wrist waich.

"At a time {friends and celatives
should have been lefi along to
grieve, deputles and the prosecutor’s
office are harassing them.”
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