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Stove Roth of Farmington Hills steps
out of the pumpkin patch Saturday at
Qak Farms Fruit and Vegetable Market
in the Uptown Plaza. Roth’s visit coin-

cided with the second annua! Uptown
Kids Karnival. For more abou! weok-

ond there and
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Council sends
postal criticism
to the president

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff writer

Dellvering the mafl through raln, sleet or
gloom of night doesn’t characterize the U.S.
Postal Service anymore — partleularly in
the Farmington area — as far as a majori-
ty of the Farmington Hills City Council is
concerned.

“We have no authority to tell them what
to do,” Mayor. Aldo Vagnoz sald. .

Bui that didn't deter the elty councll
from sending a resolution to federal offi-
clals, including President George Bush.

The resolution requests restoration of
Saturday hours before Monday holidays and
an open telephone Iine untll the last mail
carrier has completed delivery cach day,

", . .the United State Postal Service has

‘Many of the resolutions
considered would place an
undue hardship on the
Postal Service’s ability to
meet our operating goals or
for that matter any
organization's ability to .
operate.’

— Mark Bate

post office

concerns. “I believe this Is nccessary so,
that you can galn a better understanding of
]

made cuts In services that have ly
affected the residents of Farmington Hills,”
according to the resolution.

The resolution Is clear to show that while
cuts — such as Saturday closlngs, slower
first-class mall delivery, ellminatlon of sen-
lor citizen express services — have been
made, the postat service has hiked rates 16
percent (29-cent stamps) with plans for
more increases.

MARK BATE, ofilcer-incharge of the
Farmington HIlls and Farmlington post of-
fices — In the absence of longtime post-
master Ken Harrls who bas come under
{lre and is on disability Jeave — wag not at
Monday’s meeting when the resolution was
adopted.

But Vagnozzi read a statement from
Bate:

“Many of the resolutions considered
would place an undue hardship on the Post-
al Service's abllity to meet our operating
goals or for that matler any organlzatlon's
ability to operate, I question how a separate
local governmental agency can prepare re-
solutlons, where If adopted, could deter-
mine how an organlzation within the tocal
city is asked to operate.”

postal T and policles
as they pertain to your resolutions.”

Three councll members — Nancy Bates,
Terry Sever and Larry Lichtman - sald
they preferred to meet with Bate to resolve
concerns. But the remalning four — Ben
Marks, Vagnozzl, Jon Grant and Jean Fox
~- supporied the resolution.

“1I think there’s a real problem with ser-
vice,” Bates sald. “As a courtesy, I'd like to
listen to what he (Bate) has got to say.”

THE RESOLUTION, Llchtman said,
“wlll create undue animosity and witl get
no solutions.” Sever offered a simllar opln-
fon, “I'm concerned about all :5< discussion
and all the talk. I'm not sure If he (Batc) is
right or cltlzens are right.” .

Marks sald be believed the resolution .~
a variatlon of one alsa adopted by Blrming-
ham, which asked for investlgation into the
postal service — was as necessary as sit-
ting down and talking with Bate. “This Is no
diffcrent than any other burcaucratle entity
In the United States government.”

Two resldents also gave their thoughts on
the post office. Richard Frankel expressed
concern for residents, particularly these
who get Socta) Security cheeks, who are un-

Bate asked the councll to discusy thelr

Pleasae turn to Page 2

Alcohol crushes local family’s spirit

Editor's note: This article pre-
sents the views of a Farmington.
area family which has been im-
pacted by alcohol. Their names
have been changed to protect
their privacy.

By Casey Hans and
Josnne Maliszewski
siati writers

”

EOAND THE FANILY

famlly, dividing

Alcoho) has wedged itself into one

F
them and crushing their family spir-
it

Councilwoman ends
love affair with city

By Joanne Mellszewaki
statt writor

Red roses and a kiss.

“Arrlvederci . . . until we see
cach other again,” Mayor Aldo Vag-

on ihe Farmington Hills City Coun-
cil.

“Our city is great because we have
had Jean Fox as a resident, an active
ist and a city council member,” Vag-
nozzi said.

After four years on the council, in-

nozzl told outgoing
Jean Fox Monday — her last night

Ploaso turn to Pago 2

"1 don’t want to be close with any-
one, I've been let down so many
times, I'm not going to be huri
again,"” said Jim, 22, who, with his
sister and mother, talked candidly
with the Observer about how alcohol
has huet their tamlly, *1 don't think
things are that stable In this house.*

This legal drug — which experis
believg is one of the most abused in
the country — has impacted the

family for generations, both directly
and tndirectly.

Jim and his father John, mother
Betty, and 20-year-old sister Mary,
have all experienced drinking prob-
lems first-hand and are now trylng
1o cope and piece their family life
back together. Both John and Betty
are products of famllics with alcohol
problems as well,

SON JIM DRANK heavily in his

fater high school years, prompting
his mother to kick him out of the
family home, He lived with four
Iriends’ families, bouncing from onc
1o another and rebelling agalnst his
own famlly and Its problems.

“Now I lixe to have a beer or two
after work but T don't get wasted
tike I did in high school,” he said.
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Jain our team

print of type your responses.

Name

It you would like us o consider you for our Community
Participation Team please filt out the foliowing
information and mail it 10 the address below. Please

~_

Address

City

Zip

We need
input from
our readers

We want to know more about

you. -
In a move to bring your home-
town newspaper even closer to
the community, the Farmingion
Qbserver is secking volunteers
for its community participation
team,

Those chosen will serve for six
months after which time a new
group of residents will be select.
ed. The team will mect with the
newspaper staff a mintmum of
once a month. N

We want to hear from you on
how you feel about your commu-
nity, what are your interesis and
what concerns  you and your
neighbors share in this rapidly
changing world,

To launch this process we nced
you ta {ill out the accompanying
coupon, glving us some backe
ground on interests. We arce jvok-
ing for diversity on our team -
people of all ages, incomes and
interests are urged to apply.

Those people who are not cho-
sen-for, the first group will be
kept on flle for future reference.

So send [n your coupon today.
We look forward to meeting you.




