Both sides want policy on as

By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

They're silll worlds apart philo-
suphleally wut e alled “Doctor
Death” and the u.kiind County pro-
secutdr agree on oi thing,

Hoth want exg, its tu address the
153u¢ of physician assisted suleide as
Atichigan charts .« _uurse on dealing
with it

Dr Juck Kevorkian, the retired
Hoyal Oak pathologist, and Prosecu
toi Hichard Thomipsun this week
both catied foi au objective analysls
OF physiiar assisted sulade,

Bul et 2 w» tel o thelr agree
nehk gons

Revorkian want an objective anal-
MY ur a basis for establishing rules
B s upuiute assisted suicades. Thump-
aon wints knowledgeable physicians
and Lawyers 1o exiguine the issue as
e basis for the state legislature 1o
aidht 13 1llegal.

Kevorkisn called tos o Biue eibbon
SONBsIVG WU eSLadlsh sppropri-
ate guidetiey o regulate the right
o propit e deerde their owa destine
tes :

Yreoasust grasp this vpportumly
aulva Wiese issuies ur Risk shpp-
&alts Wilo he dark age of 1gno-
vald s olerance ™

S Utth AN MADE that request
wnough o stateiient 1eleased Mone
day al o presy confereace called by
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his lawyer, Geoffrey N. Fleger, In
Southileld. .

At the same conference, Fleger
released video tapes of Sherry Mitler
and Marjorie Wantz, accompanled
by Kevorkian and/or friends and ret-
atlves. The tapes make It abundantly
clear that both women were
knowledgeable and aware, . . and
both wanted to dic.

The tapes may be important be-
couse they clearly support Kevorkl.
sn's conlentlon that both women,
while not teeminally ill, were in aaln
and wo' ted 10 end thedt lives

They accomplished that enag o
tented  abin in a scenic seiting
Balu Mountain Recreation Area
Oaklanu Township on Oct. 23. Wantz,
58, whe lived near Benton Harbor,
administered a lethal dose of potas-
sium chioride to herself, while Mil-

‘We must grasp this- ---— ‘Is this the beginning of
opportunity to I an bly line? Are
these issues or risk we lo promote assist
slipping again into the suicide as an :
dark age of ign ptable option for
and intolerance.’ depressed teenagers?’
. — Or. Kevorkian — Prosecutor Thompson
d suicide adh opp isted sulcide

tacted hlm sceking information on
assisted suicide.

“Are we to promotc assisted sui-
e ay an acceptable optlon for de-
pressed tecnagers?™” he asked,

Obviously not, he sald. But the leg-
Islature must act, by cutlawing as-
sisted suleide,

ler, 43, of phy
herself with carbon monoxide,

Both women sought — and ob-
Luned advice from Kevorkian.
whu Kicked off a nation-wide debate
un physician assisied sulelde In June,
1390 by wdvising Janet Adkins, 54, o
taking, iter own Jife with the machine
he butll. The deaths of Miller and
Wantz nas renewed that debate.

“1§ THIS the beginning of an as-
sembly line?" Prosecutor Thompson
asked Monday in a separate press
conference, referring to the 50 other
people Kevorkian claims have con-
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‘The p asked the leglsla-
fure to make assisied sulcide lllegal
in Michigan once before. That was
last February, shortly after a dls-
tritt judge ln Clarkston dismlssed
first degree murder charges against
“~vrpidan for helping Janct Adkins
ke avy itfe with his machine.

‘Thompson sald he wovldn't appeal
the judge’s dismissal, although he
silll believed Kevorklan was gullty
of murder.

But the proper forum for address-
ing assisted sulelde was the legisla-
ture, he said. Let the people’s elected
representatives enact the appropri-
ate laws.

And the appropriate laws, In
Thompson’s view. was to make as-
sisted swicide illegal

ALTHOUGH LEGISLATION to
outlaw assisted suicide was intro.
duced by State Sen. Frederick Dill
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tngham, R-Fowlerville, it subse-
quently got bogged down In commit-

sisted suicide

referring to accusations, repeated by.: -
Kevorklan's attorney Monday, that -

tee, to the s
office.

‘That does not rule out the possibli-
Ity of criminal charges against
Kevorkian -stemming from the
deaths of Mlller and Wantz last
week, Thompson said Monday,

Nelther Inactlvity by the legista-
ture nor the dismisszl of murder
charges by a district judge will keep
him from the course of action he
conslders appropriate, the prosecu-
tor sald.

Nelther will “taunts or harangues
from any lawyer,” Thompson said,

the was his
cllent.

“He (Fieger) s conducting this,
like a three-ring clrcus,” the pro-
secutar sald. “Every day he has a
p tounvell
new. I think this matter has to be
resolved by medical and legal ex-
perts, not In the medja,” R

As for his next step, Thompson
said he would llkely wait for the re-
sults of autopsy reports and texicolo-
gy cxamlnatlons.

“That will take four to six weeks.
Until then, all my optlons are open.”
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