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HE FARMINGTON Observer staff has

reviewed the qualifications of those
running for office in Tuesday's city
council elections, Qur endorsements:

FARMINGTON HILLS CITY COUNCIL

Joanne Smith — Thal's right, we're asking
voters to return her to the council. She's chair-
woman of the planning commission and we're
impressed with her showing there, She's tough
(and sometimes mouthy), but fair. Having been a
pol since the '70s, she's seen the mistakes politi-
cians make — like not buying enough park land.
Hopefully, she'll help see that they're not repeat-
ed

One reservation: We know of her close associ-
ation wilh councilman Ben Marks. We urge
Smith to stand as an individual on councll. She
shouldn’t be known as afiyone's crony.

Paul Sowerby — He's another former councii
member who should be back on. He has a strong
indcpendent streak and he always seems to be
asking questions about the clty and how it's rin.

*City officlals had better be on their toes if he's
elected. : - c

Terry Sever — This incumbent has proved his
worth, while maturing politically, over the past
few years. He's a hard worker who seems to care
about helping little people who come to him with
big problems.

Nancy Bates — She's another incumbent whu
deserves to be re-clected, The quiet one on a
sometimes noisy council, Bates Is into resolving
conflicts, not participating in them. She’s also an
tdea woman who pushed early on for cablecast-
ing the meetings,

i FARMINGTON CITY COUNCIL

" Ralph Yoder — Mr. Farmington (after more
than a quarter century of service, he deserves
.the title!) lsn't running as hard this time, and it
shows. He admits he's running on his record.

« We sUll urge his re-election because of the

Vote yes
1t's time to face

T HE COUNTY needs your vote Tuesday to

go ahead with its solld waste manage-
ment plan.
1t also nceds your help: first, by com-
miting to recycling; second, by telling your town-
ship or city officials that your community should
participate in the county program which includes
incincration.

Many Oakland communities are not willing to
face the waste problem. County officlals say
two-thirds of Oakland’s 61 communities do not
have any municipal solid waste program. Some
rely on private haulers.

As of late October, only 18 have said they will
fulty participate in the county plan.

The county plan offers a chance to coordinate
municipal efforts. It requires single-family
h d Mti-family units and ¢t cal
and industrial interests to reuse, reduce and re-
eycle — with the bulk of the rest being incinerat-
ed.

Full participation also will allocate money for
teachlng the need to recycle and for facilitics to
- recover recyclable materials. It will make sure
business and industry recycle and seek markets
for those materials.

OAKLAND COUNTY'S $500 million solid
waste management plan is the most controver-
sial and most costly project in Oakland County
history.

Designed for the next 20 years, county officials
hope 50 percent of the trash would be reduced,
reused and recycled, Another 45 percent would

Council keepers
Our picks for election day

- Qakland’s solid waste plan — with its incinerator

Orator convinced Lincoln
to recruit black regiments

historical perspective he brings to the council
and because he’s never reluctant to chailenge
other council members and [deas. Every council
needs a Ralph Yoder.

JoAnne McShane — She's won her spurs dur-
ing her first term, providing some fresh fdeas. If
re-elected, we hope she keeps it up and doesn't
become onc of the boys, so to speak.

We especially llke the way she took on Kroger
over the closing of a supermarket on Grand Riv-
er that was used by area senior citizens. Thanks
to her efiorts, there's now van service for sen-
iors, and Kroger officials are aware that some
folks oul Farmington way are not happy with the
store.

Bill Hartsock — He's another councit veteran
{18 years) and the diplomat (they need one at
times) of the bunch. He's talked many an angry
resident through a problem, -

We appreciate his calling for more citizen in-
volvement and hope the call is heeded. We can't
agree with the stand he seerns Lo take on cable-
casting the meetlngs, but we know his heart is
with the city.’

‘COURTIIOUSE BOND ISSUE’

Voters in both citles will be asked to decide a
$1.8 million bond issue for the expansion and re-
novatlon of the 47th District Courthouse in
Farmington.

We're asking voters 1o say YES to the propos-
als. There are separate questions In each com-
munity with different dollar amounts. The judi-
cial we think, has d the
need — albeil late in the game — for the work.
It's a busy court {the case load has increased by
15,000 over the past seven years, they say) and
quarters have become cramped, .

And the project will cost residents little or
nothing. A Farmington Hills taxpayer who owns
a house that would sell for $100,000 would pay
$3.72 more In taxes. .

DON'T FORGET to vote on Tucsday, Nov. 5.

waste problem

be incinerated, with Edison buying the energy;
about 5 percent would go {0 a single land(ill.

Few of us are scientists. More of us are envi-
ronmentalists. Probably the majority of us just
want to be rid of our trash.

But the world is changing, and there is no
longer. room to safely dispose of the amount of
trash we have been accustomed to trekking out
to the curb. About a third of our waste is trucked
to landfills in Washienaw Counly, which may be
closed Lo us. Our own landfills arc nearly filled or
closed because they have heen deemed environ-
mentally unsafe.

) 4 bers of
consortiums in the southeast and southwest parts
of the county — already offer recycling and re-
quire composting yard waste. Their systems also
rely, to some degree, on incineration.

The incinerator is a concern (o the entire
county as well as residents in those communities
adjacent to it. County officials promise a siate-
of -the-art facility. But residents want — and de-
serve — assurance the incinerator is working as
well as promised.

Nobody likes having an incinerator. In & per-
fect world we could recycle 100 percent of our
wasle, climinating the need for any incinerator
or landfill. But our world is far from perfect.
We've got {0 make a choice.

Our best bet is to band together 1o make sure

ities —

— works to the highest degree of efficiency pos-
sible,
Vote YES on Tuesday,
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lirat hus activities to the abolitionist struggle He
wrote in his newspaper, North Star, *I am for

NE NIGHT in 1841, at & meceung of the
predominantly white Aati-Slavery Soci-
ety, an escaped slave in atl
. spoke impromptu about his experiences
In bondage.

The young man so impressed the audience with
his intellect and oratory that Willlam Lloyd Gar-
rison, the prominent abolilionist, hired him to
speak throughout the country for the abolition of
slavery. The young man was Frederick Bailey,
who later changed his surname to Douglass to
throw of{ the bounty hunters on his tratl.

As Douglass traveled, his fame spread, but his
worries about being-forced back into slavery in-
creased, He fled to England uatil he was able (o
pay the price for his legal freedom.

Back in the United States, Douglass did not

any 1 and wherever there is a
goud cause te promote, right to assert . . . or a
wrong (o be redressed.”

Bouglass went on to play a prominent role in
the Civil War, A close friend of Abraham Lincoln,
he convinced the president 1o recruit black sol-
diers and 1o pay and rank them cqually with
other Union tronps. After the war, Douglass
served in several government positions, culmi-
niting in this appaintment as ambassador to
Haiti in 1839

Thes s anather i a cantinuing series of
artictes warkmg the gnnecersary of the it
of Rights.

‘The county must face up to the need for solid
waste disposal management and vote for solu-

low.

{lons to this growing problem. See edltoriaf be-

German vo-tech program
puts its students to work

HERE'S THE right way (o train
kids for good jobs in rewarding ca-

reers when they leave school: - -~ —dumpedonthestreet, . .o

® Give them solid vocational-
techalcal tralnlng from the time
they turn 10 to at least 16,

® Organtze much of this tralning
around real work In real shaps in
real businesses, not just in artificlal
labs In school. Kids spend three days
a week In a business setting. Busi-
nesses pay them salarles and cover
health care, previde tools and In-
structors.

® Integrate busless Into the edu-
catlon process. The skills needed for
varlous careers — metatworking or
banking or construcilon - are jden-
titied Jointly by businesses, labor
union and cducator representatlves.

 Malntain high standards. Kids
who don’t measure up repeat the
course, At graduation, many klds are
hired by the same employers where
they tralned,

HERE'S THE wrong way to train
klds for good fobs:

& Treat voc-tech training as

something for dummles; stress going -

1o college.
# Confine. job-related tralning to

schools, where equipment is outdat- |

ed and teachers have no idea what
business is about,

# Divorce the needs of employers
or unions from the decision-making
process, leave curriculum  design
and standard sctting entirely (o edu-
cators.

® Pass the kids who don't tearn
from grade to grade untll they are

SURPRISE! The first system is
used In Baden Wuceritemberg, a state
In Germany much like Michigan,
with lots of auto making and high-
tech industry. The second is what we
do here in Michigan.

Americans criticize the German
system in very Interesting — and re-
vealing — ways. -

They say Germans “irack™ their
kids — that is, steer them toward
college or trades. In fuct, there's lats
of switching between tracks in Ger-
many. Aod we in Michigan track
kids right now: We have one track
(college prep) and throw away the
other 50-70 percent.

The Amecrican tuscination with
college as the only legitimate out-
come for school expresses itsell in
1wo other significant contrasts.

Germans have u nationa) con-
sensus that high skills are lmportant
to Indlvidual and national economic
success. Wedon't.

Germans run heir educational
system to respond to the-nceds of
employers and of the broader econo-
my. Our school governance is geared
to “What do parents want?* When
did you see a candidate for school
board campaigning as a representa-
tive of employers’ needs™”

THE MICHIGAN louse Educa-
tivn Commitiee held hearings last
week on the Geenyin system, thanks

to chairtnan William Keith who has
been pushing this issue for same
years now.

After registering astonishment at

the sense completeness of the
German systemn, House members
naturally fell 1o questioning the
costs. The German system s more-
expensive than the American, and
«mwost lawmakers couldn't get the “T
word” out af Lheir craw

In fact, the state Senate last week
scuttled an attempt to put in place a
serions job training program to
cushion the loss of Michigan's safely
nel. Too expensive.

My own view? We're systemati-
cally shart-changing our kids, build.
ing an chtist sysiem focused on
going v college and putting our eco-

- nomie future st risk by our reluc-

tance 10 get serious about training
for johs.

No matter haw much the politi-
cians want it, there's no silver bullet
At the end of the day, you get just
about what you pay for

Pl Pawer as chaarmun of the
company that owens s newspa-
per. s wwward-wanmng column
wil appear perodically

from our readers

Top citizen
says thanks

To the editor:

Now that the complete surprise
and wonderment of receiving the
Citlzen of the Year Award has had
time to settle, I would like to thank
all of those wonderful well-wishers
who have been so kind In their con-
gratulations verbally and by phone,
cards and letters,

1 bave always been very Interest-
ed each year as the award has been
made, both because of the nature of
the award and the people receiving
it. Never did I expect to
numbered among them.

1 have learned three basic things
trom this wonderful experience. One
is that the award Is highly regarded
by resldents of the Farmington area,
{ar and wide.

Two Is that the award Is highly re-

Among the most gratifying experi-
ences were the enthusiasm and re-
sponses of the schoo! students and
staff over the award.

Again, my thanks, and best wishes
to al} the wonderful people of our
communlty for your actlons and en-
thusiasm in making our area an ad-
dress in which people are happy and
proud to live. .

) Lioyd Smith,
Farmicgton

Here are his
council picks

Ta the editor:

The tlme is coming for voters to
decide on who they will pick to fill
four seals on the Farmington Hills
City Council. | plan on voting and
supporting Terry Sever, Larry Litch:
man, Nancy Bates and Ron Qliverio.

‘The candidates | have listed have
in re-

garded In other near
and far.

‘The third thing that has become
very real to me is the tremendous
spirit of communlty togetherness
that is demonstrated to me by the
responses of so many of our Farm-
inglon area citizens.

1 would especially tke to thank
my former student of the class of
1946, Bi)) Conroy, for entering my
name; my wife, Dorothy, for giving
the committee facts; and the chair-
manship of Bob Van Every, and cer-
tainly the chamber of commerce,
Linda Lynch president, and Jody
Soranen, execullve secretary.

marks, comments and/or votes that
they support youlh sports in Farm-
inglon Hills,

1 strongty believe that they have
madc every effort to sec that Farm-
ington Mills provides an adequate
amount of actlve recreational sites
for our youngsters.

1 am confideni that they will con-
tinue to support.the nceds of the
kids.

The recent Parks & Recreation
millage passed because the voters
believed that the kids needed "more
ball fields and soceer ficlds.”

1 realize that “some people are

tired of hearing that type of state-
ment. But, it's a reality. Whether you
chose to believe that er not, the kids
need more fields. As an active coach
and board member of the Farmiing-
ton Soccer Club, 1 know the difficul-
1y we have in trylng to place 25
1cams on three flelds for games and
practices .

It's a nightmare come true. I'tn
praying we get a couple more fields
soon. Qur program keeps growing
and growing.

We need council members who
will address the shortages of ficlds
new rather than contlnually putting
the issuc on the back burner.

Thomas Faro,
Farmingtan Hills

Opinions are
to be shared

Opwnions and 1deas ate bes!
when shared wilth others,

That's why the Fatnungton
Observer encoutages its tead-
ets 1o share ther views wilb
others in the From Our Read.
ers column

Names will be withheld only
for the best of reasons, and
the decision 10 do 5o will be
made by the editor,

Letters should be mared to
the edior, The Farminglon
Observer. 21898 Farmington
Road, Farmington 48336.
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